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King awards Indonesian army commander 

AMMAN (Petraj — His Majesty King Hussein in the 
pcesence of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Prince Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein received the 
commander of Indonesian special forces, Brabo 
Sbianto, at Raghadan Palace Saturday. King Hussein 
confeiied upon Mr. Sbianto AI Isdhqaq Medal of the 
First Order 



Lower House speaker attends Arab conference 

CAIRO (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Su'd Hayel Srour arrived here Saturday to 
take part in the seventh Arab Parliamentary Coher- 
ence. Mr. Srour said Arab pariiamentarians will dis- 
cuss the peace process and obstacles hindering its 
progress. He specifically described the Israeli policy 
of building settlements and changing the character of 
Jerusalem as the major obstacle facing the path of 
peace. Other conference topics are Arab solidarity and 
the joint Arab markeL IS Arab countries are taking 
part in the conference. 
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Ross seeks solutions in Egypt; 
trip brings no breakthroughs 


Israel seals off Palestinian territories 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Isi^l Saturday 
clamped a tcxal closure on the Wfest Bank and Gaza S(^ 
until early Tuesday when celeteations for the Jewish 
state's independence day come .to an end. 

A military spokesman said the blockade came into force 
at 6 p.m. (1500 GMD' Saturday and would remain in 
force unto 4 a.m. (0100 'Diesday, and chat it was 
aimed at ensuring the festi^ties passed off without inci- 
dent 

He said ambulsmces, Palestinian dignitaries^ foreign 
diplomats and vehicles caco'ing medicd supplies would 
be exempt from the closure. 

The Israeli axmy routindy imposes closures of the 
Palestinian territories for secod^ reasons, preventing 
anyone from entering or exiting the sealed areas. 

Late last month Israel lifted restrictions in place since a 
March 21 militant suicide bombing in Tel Aviv to allow. 
55,000 Palestinians to remm to jobs in the Jewish state. 
From Saturday evening to Sunday evening, Israel com- 
memorates its soldleis that have fallen in combat while 
from late Sunday to late Monday the countiy celebrates 
independence day. 


CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. 
Middle East envoy Denxus 
Ross arrived Saturday in 
Egypt for talks with I^si- 
dmt Hosni Mubarak on 
ways to break the stalemate 
in Palestinian-Israeli peace 
negotiations, the official 
M^A news agency report- 
ed. 

Shortly before his arrival, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) issued a 
statement calling Mr. Ross' 
mission to the region a fail- 
ure because of his inability 
■i’ri to persuade Israel to stop its 
expansion of Jewish setie- 
ments. 

Mr. Ross flew to the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Sharm aAl Sheikh after 
overnight talks with Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat as part of shuttle 
diplomacy between Israel 
and the PNA territories. 

**We still have difficulties 
and we shall continue to 
ways to overcome 


emeiging from talks with 
Mr. Arafat 

Mr. Mubarak's top presi- 
dential advisor Ossama 
Baz, who was also present 


at the talks, told reporters: 
“The situation is still dead- 
locked and we must find a 
way ouL” 

“Ross proposed some 


general ideas, not a com- 
plete picture," Mr. Baz said, 
dismissing repo^ of a spe- 
cific U.S. inititiave to put 
the peace process back on 
traclL 

Mr. Baz declined to say 
whether Me. Mubarak made 
specific requests during his 
talks with Ml Ross. 

‘'The Egyptian position is 
known. The pea^ process 
is threatened follo^g the 
Israeli action in JenisalenL 
This is the 'starting point of 
any serious initiative aimed 
at putting the peace process 
back on track," he said. 

‘'Any U.S. initiative 
depend on the contacts 
w^cb the Americans will 
have over the next few 
days. Aft^ that they can 
dedde whether an initiative 
is necessary " Baz said. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
Mr. Ross brought no mes- 
sages from the Israeli 
auth(»ities. “We have been 
talking in general terms," he 
said. 

In a statement Saturday, 
the Palestinian cabinet said 
Mr. Rcss bad made “no 
progress" during bis latest 
peace shuttle “bemuse of 
the continuation of Israeli 
settlement, which is reject- 
ed by the Palestinian leader- 
ship.” 

'nie..cabuiet,- which, met 
late Friday in the West Bank 
town of RamflUah, called on 
the United States 
assume its reqronsibiJities 
for the peace process" and 
to put pressure on the Jew- 
ish state instead , of acting as 
its protector. 

hfr. Ross has also twice 
met Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai. 

Israeli-Patestinian p^ce 
talks have been frozen since 
mid-March, when Israel 
began building a new Jew- 
ish neighbourhood in Arab 
east Jerusalem, which Pale- 
stinians want as the 
of a future independent 
state. 


them," Mr. Ross said after 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and U.S. special envoy Dennis Ross speak 
to joumalists after the two met late Friday. Mr. Ross flew to from 

Jerusalem after maldng no progress in overnight talks with Mr. Aiuat or the 
Israelis (Reuters photo) 


Pope appeals to Lebanese Nearly 

. . ^ 1,000 kiUed 

to unite together for peace Iran 


BEIRUT (.AFP) — Pope 
John Paul n appealed to tiie 
war-weary people of 
Lebanon to work together 
for peace and unity as thou- 
sands of Muslims and 
Christians set aside reli- 
gious differences to give 
his historic \isit a tumul- 
tuous welcome. 

As a carnival atmosphere 
took hold across the coun- 
try, the Pope was warmly 
greeted by President Elias 
Hrawi as a symbol of hope 
for Lebanon, struggbng to 
rebuild and reumte after 15 
years of bitter civil war. 

“Everyone is invited to 
work for peace, reconcilia- 
. cion and fraternal life," the 
-^fPope said in a welcoming 
addbess at the airport, 

“In this new Lebanon that 
you are rebuilding little by 
linie, it is imponant to give 
each citizen a place, in 
ticu]^ to those who have 
legitimate patriotic feeling, 
desiring to engage in politi- 
cal action or economic 
life," the Pope said in 
French. 

Ed route to the presiden- 
tial palace through massive 
Crowds of flag-waving 
Lebanese, the Pope defied 
security officials and insist- 
ed on opening the window 
of his special bullet-proof 
Fopemobile. 

‘'I .want to be close to the 
^people,", said tiie 76-year- 
^old pon^, whose visit 
smick a chord across the 
political and religious spec- 


trum. 

“He is a messenger of 
peace and we, the children, 
want to show him that we 
are the generation to build a 
unified Lebanon, with 
Christians and Muslims," 
Said 13-year-old Fatima 
Yaghi. 

“It is true that he is the 
head of the Christian 
CHiurch. but he is coming 
for all of the Lebanese peo- 
ple," said Yaghi. wearing a 
cap emblazoned with the 
Vatican emblem over her 
Islamic veil. 

Soldiers were out in force 
monitoring the crowds 
from Foofrops. as military 
helicopters hovered over- 
head and tanks deployed at 
major crossroads in a mas- 
sive security operation 
mobilising around 23,000 
men. 

The Pope, known in Ara- 
bic as “Al Baba," arrived at 
Beirut International Airport 
amid tight security soon 
after midday and carefully 
descended the aircraft steps 
to meet the dignitaries 
awaiting him. 

“You have supported the 
cause of Lebanon and you 
are now the image of hope 
for ^ the Lebanese 
pie," the presidenL a 
Maronite Christian, told 
him. 

Lebanon is home to 
around U million Chris- 
tians. the most important 
Christian community in the 
region but which has seen 


its influence wane under 
the regime dominated by 
neighbouring Syria. 

Asked by journalists on 
the plane bringing him 
from Rome whether tus 
visit consecrated Syria’s 
presence, the Pope said: “I 
am going to Lebanon, a 
sovereign Lebanon." 

Later Saturday, the Pope 
was due to sign a 1995 
synod declaration calling 
for the withdrawal of the 
35,0(X) Syrian troops on 
Lebanese soil, as weU as ao 
end to Israel's occupation. 

Lebanon's political lead- 
ers, including Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri, and Mus- 
lim religious chiefs, urged 
the Pope to push for Israel's 
withdrawal from the self- 
declared “securi^ zone” it 
set up in 1985. 

House Speaker Nabih 
Beni said he was disap- 
pointed the Pope could not 
visit South Lebanon, “the 
sacred land where Christ 
performed his fust mirar 
cle," because of the Israeli 
occupation ’and the pon- 
tiiTs health. 

Mr. Beni is also the 
leader of the Shiite Amal 
Movement which, along 
with the Iranian-backed 
HizboUab, is engaged in a 
guerrilla war to force out 
Israel. 

Muslim religious leaders 
said they discussed witii the 
pope 'Lebanon's right to 

(Continued on page 2) 


earthquake 

TEHRAN (Agencies; — At 
least 930 people were killed 
and more ri^an 5,000 injured 
in an eartiupiake which 
rocked eastern Iran Satur- 
day, the official IRNA news 
agency Kposted. 

The quidte, measuring 7.1 
degrees on the Richter 
scale, destroyed at least 80 
villages in Khorasan 
province, near the border of 
Afghanistan, IRNA quoted 
an official in Ghaen district 
as saying. 

Makhhad, Iran’s second 
largest ci^ with a popula- 
tion of about two million, 
was jolted by the quake, 
which was felt as far as 800 
kilometres away. 

The quake bit villages 
around the towns of Bhjand 
and Ghaen is Khorasan 
province at 12:29 p.m. 

The head of Iran’s Natural 
Disaster Organisation, 
Mehdi Siadati. told IRNA 
that the victims were from. 
Danman district, east of> 
Biijahd and very close to 
the border. 

Teams of rescuers from 
Iran’s Red Crescent Society 
as well as police and mili- 
taiy units have been dis- 
patched to the area equipped 
with helicopters and light 
and heavy machinery, said 
Rassul ^gur, the deputy 
interior minister. 


King, Aziz discuss toll of 
sanctions on Iraqi people 



His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and His Excel- 
lency Tareq Aziz, deputy prime ministeT of Iraq, confer at Ramadan Palace on Saturn 
day (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday received l^i 
Depu^ Prime Minister 
Tai^ Ariz who briefed the 
King on the outcome of his 
visits to CJiina and Russia. 

At the Raghadan Palace 
meeting, attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Jordan and 
Iraq reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions and discussed an end 
to the suffering of the Iraqi 
people who are adversely 
affected by UN. sanctions. 

Prime N^ster Abdul 
Salam Majali, Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Kha- 
sawneh and the Iraqi 
Ambassador to Jordan 
.Nouri AI Wais also attended 
the meeting. 

Earlier Saturday, Mr. Aziz 
was received by the Crown 
Prince with whom he 
reviewed cuneot Arab 
affairs and the situation in 
Iraq. 

Mr. Aziz, accompanied by 
Iraqi Minister of Trade 
Mohammad Mahdi Saleh, 
met Dr. Majali in his office. 
Minister of Trade, bdustry 
and Supply Hani Mulki and 
Mr. Wais also attended. 

Sources told the Jordan 
Tunes that Mr. Aziz asked 
Dr. Majali for Jordanian 
assistance in flight prepara- 
tion of six iF^i Airways 
planes grounded at Amman 
airport 

Dr. Majali promised t6 
look into the mauler, accord- 
ing to the sources. 

Iraq last month flew pil- 
grims to Mecca and after the 
Haj[} season returned diem 


home by helicopter from a 
point in eastern Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the two sides dis- 
cussed economic and trade 
issues between Jordan and 
Iraq. Dr. Majali reiterated 
Jordan’s keen desire to see 
an end to tbe Iraqi people's 
suffering. 

Describing tbe meeting as 
cordial and constructive Mr. 
Aziz ssad that he discussed 
wiA die prime minister 
issues of common concein, 
adding that he was satisfied 
and happy at the outcome of 


the talks and noted that the 
agreements between Jordan 
and Iraq are being carried 
out as planned. 

Referring to tbe prospects 
of lifting the inqiosed sanc- 
tions on Iraq he said: “Calls 
for Ufting the sanctions are 
increasing everywhere 
while in Moscow and Bei- 
jing he found that the two 
countries warned to see the 
remaining pan of the UN. 
Special Comimttee on the 
sanctions completed as soon 
as possible and that they are 
demanding that the sanc- 
tions be lifted as soon as 


posable.” 

This impression, he said, 
was similar to those he 
found in talks with Euro- 
peans and i^b officials as 
well. 

Refemng to the use of 
Iraqi transport planes, he 
said, China had stressed 
diere was no ban on Iraq's 
use of its planes for civilian 
purposes and that after the 
1991 Gulfwar Iraqi officials 
used to fly to Amman from 
Baghdad adding that no one 
bad “stopped us" from fly- 
ing to Arab or other coun- 
tries. 


World Bank 
to loan 
Jordan 
$60 million 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
World Bank is expected to 
loan Jordan $60 million 
next month to help the 
Kingdom carry out its 
“Social Safi^ Net” pro- 
gramme which has ^n 
estimated to cost JD431 
million, said bead of the 
Middle East and North 
Affica Department at the 
Wocld Bai^ Inder Sud. 

In an interview with Jor- 
dan Television, Mr. Sud 
said: ‘The main reason for 
my coming to Jordan is to 
dikuss with the Jordanian 
govemmeot what the World 
Bank can do to support the 
govememnt's ‘soci^ securi- 
ty package' which was 
announced by His Majesty 
last Wednesday." 

Mr. Sud added that “the 
government has undertaken 
an ambitious programme. It 
includes soda! safety set, 
creating some jobs, training 
people and helping them set 
up their own businesses. 
This {ffogramme is going to 
cost something alrout JD 
200 million immediately in 
the short run and about JD 
450 million oa the long- 
tenn" 

‘The Wodd Bank will be 
ready to support this pro- 
gramme very extensively. 
We will be announcing next 
moDih the first S60 million 
for the projects of infra- 
structure, community devel- 
opment and training in adi^- 
tion to projects based on 
technical support And we 
will be working with other 
donors to see what they can 
bring in to siq)port this 
package. The reason to give 
Jordan this financiaJ md is 
the government’s good per- 
fbnmuice. For exs^le, this 
year the economic growth 
will be 6.5 per cent to 7 per 
cent," said Mr. Sud. 


Tarawneh calls upon U.S. to start 
balanced initiative to save peace 


CAIRO iPetra) — Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
said after meeting with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak Saturday drat “the 
U.S. has to play a more 
active role in the peace 
process by undertaking an 
initiative that will take into 
consideration the demands 
of the two parties to the 
conflict rather than one." 

“Any American or Amer- 
ican-European initiative 
with Egyptian and Jordan- 
ian bacldng should be bal- 
anced and ac^table to tbe 
Palestinian side." said Dr. 
Tarawneh in remarks to the 
press, and noted that he 
conveyed to the president a 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

He said that he discussed 
Jordanian-Egyptian rela- 
tions with Mr. Mubarak 
and handed him a message 
from His Majesty King 


Hussein reaffirming the 
need to further strengthen 
coordination between 
Amman and Cairo. He 
added that the two sides 
have agreed to hold con- 
stant meetings at the high- 
est levels. He said i^at 
King Hussein and Mr. 
Mubarak will soon hold a 
meeting, the date of which 
is still to be set. 

“The peace process is in 
need of Egyptian-Jordan- 
ian efibrts to back the 
Palestinians in their negoti- 
ations with Israel in a man- 
ner that complements tbe 
mission of U.S. peace coor- 
dinator Dennis Ross and 
tbe European Union envoy 
Miguel Moratinos," added 
E>r. Tarawneh. 

Dr. Tarawneh stressed 
that there was no crisis in 
Israeli-Jordonian relations, 
noting that it was tbe IsraeU 
media chat reported the 


alleged crisis with refer- 
ence to the water issue. 

Later Dr. Tarawneh told 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, that Jordan and 
Egypt held identical views 
with regard to the peace 
process. He noted that the 
Egyptian president asked 
him to reply to King Hus- 
sein's letter and said that an 
agreement had been 
reached on reviewing the 
joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
committee to discuss eco- 
nomic integration. 

Dr. Thrawneh conferred 
with the Egyptian Prime 
Minister Kama! Janzouri 
and Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa and said that the joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian com- 
mittee could convene in 
Cairo by the end of next 
month and be co-chaired 
by the prime ministers of 
tbe two countries. 


King-Netanyahu meeting also started 
talks on joint airport, trade — Mutawi 


By Tareq Ayyoob 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Minister 
of State for Information, 
Affairs Samir Mutawi said 
that the Aqaba meeting 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu on Thursday 
result^ not only in resolv- 
ing differences over water 
but also started talks on the 
expansion of Aqaba airport 
for tbe use of both Jwdan 
and Israel and the flow of 
Jordanian made goods to 
the West bank and Gaza 
Scrip. 

Tte minister added that 
the two sides discussed 
ways to utilise Qatari gas in 
order to generate electricity 
in Aqaba to supply Jordan 
and Israel with energy. 


Israel in nirn proposed to 
do a feasibility study of the 
project. 

C>r. Mutawi said that 
using Qatari gas to generate 
electricity was discussed 
with Qatari officials during 
tbe visit of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali to 
Doha last week. Dr. Majali 
also discussed with the 
Qatari officials the possibil- 
ity of using Aqaba port to 
export gas. 

The Thursday meeting 
was also attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali. 
Israel’s National Infrastruc- 
ture Minister Ariel Sharon, 
and o^er Jordanian and 
Israeli officials. 

Tt was agreed tiiat Israel 
would provide Jordan with 
25 milhon cubic metres of 


water immediately (on 
annual bases). The remain- 
ing quantity would be pro- 
vided after three years," Dr. 
Mutawi said. 

The remaining quantity of 
25 million cubic metres of 
water would be given to 
Jordan after “finalising tbe 
required water storage 
facilities.'' he added. 

Israel said it will search 
for resources that would 
enable it to supply Jordan 
with the remaining 25 mil- 
lion cubic metres ^er three 
'years, in cooperation with 
Jordan and foreign donors, 
who will finance the pro- 
ject, Dr. Mutawi said. 

He added that ministers 
and experts from both sides 
will meet to finalise details 
of the agreement “which 

(Continued on page 2) 








2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan llines, Sunday; May 11, 1997 ■ ^ 


EU remains committed to 
helping Jordan — Gazzo 


AMMAN (Peira) — The 
Jordoniun-European Union 
tEUi partnership agrees 
ment. recently initial!^ in 
Malta, is not directed 
against Jordanian firms but 
rather will serve their inter- 
esLi us it will those of the 
Kingdom, head of the Dele- 
gation of the European 
Commission in Jo^an, 
Yves Gazzo. said Saturday. 

The EU is ready to pro- 
vide support for Jordanian 
firms to help increase^ their 
exports to Europe and 
improve the qu^ty of 
iiatiiinul products, he 
explained. 

In a press briefing at his 
residence marking Europe 
Day, Mr. Gazzo stated that 
thunks to the policies of His 
Majesty King Hasscin. the 
Kingdom is attracting 


investments and its stable 
democracy reflects a bright 
image to the international 
Community. 

With reference to the situ- 
ation in the occupied Arab 
territories. Mr. Gazzo said 
that the EU does not recog- 
nise Jerusalem as the capi- 
tal of Israel and will not 
transfer European 

embassies to Arab 
Jeru.salem as long as the 
Holy City remains an occu- 
pied teiritor}'. 

The EU cannot accept a 
monopoly on holy places as 
these places belong to the 
three monotheistic reli- 
gions. he added. 

Partial security cannot 
contribute a just and lasting 
solution to the Middle East 
crisis, Mr. Gazzo main- 
tained. underlining the 


importance of ‘a broad 
regional security based on 
mutual cooperation. 

The EU. he continued is 
most willing to aid in the 
achievement of a compre- 
hensive peace. 

He described the regional 
situation as in serious crisis, 
which he attributed to the 
Israeli decision to build a 
settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

most crucial situation 
is facing the peace 
process," he maintained. 
“And me EU will continue 
to profler ideas and propos- 
als to the panies concerned 
and cooi^ate positions 
with the United States." 

The EU, he said demands 
that the parties remain com- 
mitted to the implementa- 


tion of the Oslo and Hebron 
accords and accelerate 
efforts to arrive at a perma- 
nent solution. 

Mr. Gazzo said that me 
EU has suggested new 
ideas for the resumption of 
negotiations on me Israeli- 
Syrian and the Israeli- 
Lebanese tracks calling for 
a complete Israeli wim- 
drawal from the occupied 
territories in exchange for 
guarantees of lull s^nirity. 

He stressed mat die pro- 
posals have been welcomed 
by Syria. Lebanon and the 
IsraeUs and am oirrently 
under mese parties* exami- 
nation. 

Mr. Gazzo announced 
Friday mat me EU is grant- 
ing Jordan S66 million to 
help implemeni its econom- 
ic reform programme. 



Yemen takes Israel probes death of Palestinian 


monetary 
moves to 
revive 
economy 

SANAA iR) — Yemen’s 
central bank on Saturday cut 
interest rates on bank 
deposits and allowed bonks 
to olTer foreign currency 
fjcilides as pan of efforts to 
reriw its economy following 
intemutional lefonns. 

The central bank lowered 
to 14 per cent the minimum 
inieiest rate on deposits and 
left it to banks to decide inter- 
est rates on loons, a central 
bonk official told Reuters. 

Islamic bunks, who do not 
deal wim interest — the core 
of Western banking system 
— as it is regarded by Islam 
as usufy, were exempted 
from die latter decision. 

Previously, interest rates on 
tiuee-monih. six-month, 
nine-iuondi and one-year 
deposits were fi.xed at 20 per 
cenL 21 per cent. 21.5 per 
cent and 22 per cent respw- 
lively while interest rates on 
.savings was set at 20 per 
cent. Tlic ofliciul. who 
requested anonymity, said 
the central bank uLso flowed 
coinnicreial bunks in e.xlend 
iiireign currency "loons and 
other lucilities legaidlcss of 
tlKir soluiiK's provided they 
giiined central bunk 
iippmval." 

Foreign currency facilities 
wvre previously banned. 
“Tlw'se measures aim to 
U Hist die ecoiioins h\ re;ictj- 
\aiing the nde of banks as 
llnuiicial iniennediaries and 
ilirough taking pan in liiunc- 
ine tiK.' pixKvss of deselop- 
iiK'nt w Inch is tlie Kisis of die 
next pluNC of ecommric 
relbmis.” he said. 

Yemeni oiVtcials have said 
ilieir ecommiy is improving 
while central haitk avsets had 
ri.sc’n with refomis iniixv 
duced in hw? in agreenxrnt 
wim the World Bonk and the 
IntenuUionuI Monetoiy 
Fund. 


TELAVTV (R) — Israeli 
police said Saturday mey 
were investigating the 
killing of a Palestinian 
accu^ of selling land to 
Jews, an activity the Pale.s- 
tinian Nationid Aumority 
iPNA) said is punishable 
by deam. 

Police spokesman Shmu- 
lik Ben-Ruby said Palestin- 
ian security forces Samrday 
handed over me body of 
East Jerusalem land d^er 
Farid Bashiti to Israeli 
authorities for forensic 
tests. 

Boshid. 70, was found 
dead in Palestinian Nation- 
al .Aumority (.PN.A)-ruIed 
Rumallah Friday. Pdestin- 
ian security sources said 
Bashiti was discovered 
bound and wdm signs of a 
blow* to me head by a sharp 
object. Family members 
said Bashiti's skull was 
fractured. 

“He was a collaborator 
and a dealer of lands who 
used to sell lands to 
Israelis," a Palestinian 
security oQicial who 


refused to be identified told 
Reuters. 

The PNA said this wreek it 
would apply me deam sen- 
tence to Palestinians or 
meir agents who sold land 
to Israelis in order to halt 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
ment on lands Israel seized 
in 1967. 

Israeli security sources 
accused Palestinian securi- 
ty forces of luring Bashiti 
to an East Jerusalem hotel 
and kidnapping him. 

“We are investigating two 
possibilities — mat he was 
killed for selling land to 
Jews and because of a dis- 
pute," police spokesman 
ShmuUk Ben Ruby told 
Reuters. 

'"Bashiti was meant to 
meet a woman at me 
ambassador hotel. It is pos- 
sible he didn’t arrive," Mr. 
Ben-Ruby said. He smd 
police were checking if 
Palestinian agents had 
operated in Jerusalem in 
violation of interim Israeli- 
PLO peace deals. 

Bashiti’s family did not 


assign blame for the killing. 

"My lost fathe r is an 
innocent vtctim which 
could be resulting from a 
property personal conflict 
translate into a national 
issue," Bashiti’s son 
Mohammad Bashiti told 
reporters. “Whoever 
defends his money and land 
and dies deceitfully at mid- 
night is a mar^," he said. 

Palestinian security so- 
urces and PNA officials 
denied any connection to 
Bashiti's killing. 

But Palestinian Justice 
Minister Frdh Abu Med- 
dein said any Arab who 
sold to Jews lands Israel 
occupied in tl^ 1967 Midr 
die ^t war was a “traitcff" 
deserving “severe" punish- 
menL 

“As I have said before, 
expect the unexpected for 
me» ^ xnotteis/.^ because,. 
, nobody 

' will accept any trafor who ‘ 
sells bis land u> Israelis" 
Ml. Abu Meddein told 
Reuters. 


PALESTINIAN INTERNATIONAL BANK STARTS OPERATIONS; A Palestinian employee <m Saturday d^on- 
strates an advanced computer system at the opening of the Palestine International Bank (PIB) h^dquarters in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah. PIB will ectend semces by the end of 1997 to Gaza and Nablus, Hebron, Bethlehem 
and Iblkarem by 1999 (AFP photo) 

Qadhafi warns U.S. to ‘be peaceful’ 


ABUJA (AFPJ — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
left Nigeria Samrday after 
a oneway official visit 
which climaxed wim a 
fiery tirade against me 
West's treatment of Islam 
and a warning to me Unit- 
ed States to “be peaceful," 
or else. 

In an official dinner 
hosted by Nigerian mili- 
tary ruler General Sani 
Abacha on Friday night. 
Colonel Qadhafi spoke for 
me world's Muslim coun- 
tries, saying: “We- don't 
want war. We don't want 
confrontation. But we are 
obliged to defend our- 
selves. We say to America, 
be peaceful and you are 
safe." 

'•He*' ■accteed“''«'Bfliain, 
'Israel >"«hd- ^CF^ted 
States of “speorbedding 
tefrorism and falsS^f^ro- 
poganda against Islamic 


countries." 

The dinner also included 
Niger President Ibrahim 
Bare Mainassara, who had 
accompanied Col. Qadhafi 
during me visit. 

Before leaving Samrday. 
Col. Qadhafi met privately 
wim Gen. Abacha and Mr. 
Mainassara, sources in 
Nigeria's presidential 
palace said. 

Col. Qadhafi bad flown 
to Niger Thursday to meet 
Mr. Mainassara and men 
on to Nigeria friday. 
breaking a U.N. air embar- 
go against bis country. 

In Niamey. Niger, Col. 
Qadhafi launched a violent 
attack on the United 
Nations and me West 
when addressing me mid- 
da};-prayei; at the, capital's ■ 
mMu mos^e.>^ He^ mid 

pets mat me “Satan" incar- 
nated by me U.N, and 


Western colonialism was 
nearly finished. 

“We are going to attack, 
and to mobilise Muslim 
forces which are much 
more powerful man mose 
of me enemy,- and we will 
conquer," be told the gath- 
ering. 

He carried on his anti- 
West rneme to me Niger- 
ian city of Kano Friday, 
decrying Western portray- 
als of Muslims. 

“Nowadays, mey talk 
about Islam only when 
they talk about terrorism, 
killings, extremism, mas- 
sacres... (such as) w'hat is 
happening in Algeria. 

“I want to stress to me 
world... tiiat what is hap- 
pening in Algeria is anti- 

. TOam , a 

movement • that is the 


since 1992 for its refusal 
to extradite to Britain or 
me United States two sus- 
pects in me bombing of a 
Pan Am aircraft over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, in 
I9S8, which killed 270 
people. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said Thursday it was 
investigating me reports of 
Col. Qadhafi’s embargo 
violation. 

“If mey are accurate, mis 
would be a serious viola- 
tion of United Nations 
Security Council Resolu- 
tion 748, which prohibits 
Libyan aircraft from 
engaging in international 
flights." State Department 
spokesman Nicholas 
Burns saidj, • 

'ne State Aepartm^ 


ehefny onilaro," he it 

Libya has been under an matter at the U.N. Security 
international air embargo Council. 


King-Netanyahu meeting Pop® appeals 

... , <=» to Lebanese 

discuss airport, trade 


(Continued from page 1) 

will be signed soon." 

On trade between Jordan 
and the Palestinians, me 
minister said “Israel 
responded positively to 
Jordanian demands to 
remove all obstacles that 
impede the flow of goods 
to (he Palestinian self-rule 
areas." 

He said these obstacles 
were caused by Israeli 
security inspection and 
(he iwo sides agreed to 
hold high level tripartite 
meeting lo discuss facili- 
tating (rude with the West 
Bank. 

Last week, in a meeting 
with Jordanian and Israeli 
journalists. Crown Prince 
Hassan said that the King- 
dom was "talking about a 
two way process, me 
resumption of meetings 


and the liberalisation of 
trade in the Palestinian 
areas. The Palestinian 
economy is dependent on 
me Israeli economy by 69 
per cent,*’ 

The Jordan Business- 
men Association (JBA) 
last monrn urged me gov- 
ernment to halt normalisa- 
tion and trade relations 
with Tel Aviv until Israel 
allowed for smoom move- 
ment of goods between 
Jordan and me Palestinian 
territories. 

In 1995 irade experts 
estimated the volume of 
trade between me King- 
dom and the Palestinian 
territories to exceed S2(X) 
million annually but due 
to Israeli security mea- 
sures, me 1 996 trade vol- 
ume did not exceed S30 
million. 


(Continued from page 1) 

resist the Israeli occupation 
until the liberation of all 
Lebanese territories in line 
wim terms of me UJ4. Res- 
olution 425." 

At me palace, me Pope 
was treai«l to a suiprise 
birthday party and large 
cake — a week before he 
nuns 77 on May 18. 

Sunday's will 

be me nlebt^on of an 
open-air mass on the Beirut 
seafront before an expected 
250,000 people. 

A papal visit was initially 
plaiuied for 1994 but was 
cancelled alter a church 
bombing north of Beirut 
which left II worshippers 
dead. It is the Pope's 77m 
pastoral trip outside Italy 
despite coruems about his 
ft«ul heaim and numerous 
assassination plots, the 
most serious attack in 1981 
by a Turkish militant. 


Non-political jokes causing a titter in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — In me latest joke 
doing me rounds in Egypt, govern- 
ment officials surprised at seeing 
Muslim pilgrims returning from 
Mecca wearing crosses turn to Saudi 
King Fahd for an urgent explanation. 

"1 swear I don't know why. By 
Christ 1 don't," says me monarch. 

Poking fun at me religious has 
replaced political jokes in Egypt, 
wim sheikhs, priests and rabbis 
becoming me victims. 

The nokta (joke in Arabic), which is 
considered here as a weapon used by 
me poor and oppressed to foiget their 
hardships, has recently been me sub- 
ject of a doctoral mesis at Alexandria 
University. 

“Political jokes are becoming Jess 
necessary wim me rise of freedom of 
speech since the 1980s." said thesis 
author Nahla Ibrahim Mohammad. 

The new jokes in vogue are bold 
and very often have sexual connota- 
tions. 

The favourite nokta among Cairo’s 
youm is one telling me story of me 
friistraied wife who complains her 


husband makes love to her only once 
a month. 

The wife hits the roof the day she 
learns that her neighbour, who is 
married to a sheikh, makes love wim 
her husband five times a day. 

Sbe returns borne and plasters her 
apartment wim posters bearing me 
slogan: "Islam is me solution." 

“Since tbe political nokta has failed 
to maw me pixxress of democratisa- 
tion. Egyptians are letting off steam 
by attacldng two omer taboos: sex 
and religion," said sociologist Nabil 
Abdul Fattab. 

Ms. Mohammad explained in her 
thesis that mis new joke trend has 
foreign roots, because Egy'ptians by 
tradition respect religion. 

Tbe new jokes have been adapted 
to Egyptian culture and have spread 
quickly among me youm generation 
because of me “absence of moral and 
religious barriers which parents tradi- 
tio^ly backed." 

Ms. Mohammad said mat young 
people who enjoy telling or listening 
to these jokes later ask God for “for- 


giveness." 

Mr. Fattah said these "noktas foel 
hostile attitudes" towards Christian 
Copts or Muslims, such as a recent 
call by tbe leader of me outlawed 
Muslim Bromerhood to impose a 
special tax on Copts and expel mem 
l^m the army. 

Noktas are considered here a mirror 
of Egyptian histoiy and social trends 
and new ones are constantly moni- 
tored by me security services. 

In me past, political jokes topped 
the charts, particularly daring mili- 
tary defeats or under dictatorships. 
After me 1952 revolution which top- 
pled me monarchy, anti-Israeli jokes 
appeared. Even if some leligioas 
noktas were told, mey were never 
licentious. Instead they poked ftm at 
religious leaders who pretended to | 
have supernatural powers or who 
kowtowed to me Ottoman, French or 
British forces which occupied Egypt 

According to Mr. Fattah. religous 
noli^ will continue to be a trend 
until "real democracy" emerges in 
Egypt 


ni. 77JIN I» 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Prosraniincs 

, Dnc. — Tltc Gluhoi Fom- 
ily 

, 16:25 Eneiyy Express 

16:50 DtKumeniary •— Clear 
\\‘tir Bi^ FLsI) 

18KKI French Prufnammes 

i headlines 

. I<W5 Comedy — Fresh Prinre 
»'f Bel-Air 

20KW Doc. ■— WoriJ Echo 

2Ui30 Medical Drama — Side 
KiVeas 

21:10 ....«„..m...Doc. — Nautilus 

' 22:00 News in English 

22:25 Series • (JneUest^aikiici 
23:15 -Sisters 


04:09 ~J=ajr 

, 05d7 .(Sunrise) Duha 

I I2-J2 - J3huhr 

16:12. 'Asr 

19*27..., Maghreb 

20:54 'IsiKi 


, St Mary of Nazareth Cburdi 


Tcl 0.^7440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancia Church Td. 622366 
Angtkan Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armcniaii Catholic Church Tel. 
7713.11. 

.Armenian Orthodox Cburcfa 
Tel. 775261. 

St ^ihniiin Chindi Tei. 771751. 
Aimnan International Cfaurcb 
Tel. S27126 

Evm^dical Lutheran Chnrcfa 
Tcl. 824328. 

Gennaii-spcalcing E«'ai^ellcal 
CoogragRtion Td. 84S4S7 
Tbe Latter-Day Saintg Tel. 
654932. 

Chordli of Nazatene TeL 
675691. 

Tbe Evangdhal Local Chnrdi 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Englisb-^^ealdng 
I jtin Catludics Fhrisfa Tel. 
6I419Q. 


BtUletm supped by Depart- 
ment ofMeieomlogy 


aois-e. In Aqabo.il will be hot and Shmeisani phamney .>>>.637660 

duuy. winds nonherty moderate Najib phannacy 847632 

and >eas calm. IRBID: 




Mia/Max. (emp. 

Amman.. 18/35 

Aqaba. >24/41 

Deserts. 16/37 

Jordan VaDcy...>.>..> .22/41 

Yesterday's high tenperacures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 40 Humkbty 
readings; Amman 19 per cent 
Aqaba 16 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


' SM-dCefa. Tel. 8 10740 merit ofMeieoioiogy 

Assemblies of God Church Tel. The effetx of the beat wave will 
! 6.32785. last for the next three days. So. it 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 will be hot dry, and dusty with 
. Church of tbe Annunication winds soutbeasteriy modoaie to 


AMMAN: 

Dr. MnkhhsHatoeh 

Dc RnhiSukfcar 

Dc FadelAlKbatib . 
Dr. Yousef AlFaqih 

Firas phannacy 

Ferckiws i^iarmacy >> 
Al Aseim phannacy .. 
Nairnikhitenwy--- 
AlSalam phannacy 
Yacoub phannacy 


.».55I9220 

>>.856457 

-..>.865456 

>....790I(M 

.>>.661912 

778336 

.>>.637055 

...>.623672 

>>.636730 

>>..644945 


Najib phannacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Gfaazi Ta'anmefa ..-,25(X)80 
Al Quds phannacy „>.».>».( — ) 
ZARQA: 

Dr, RabafaAlBoorln >.990312 
Khslifeh pharmacy „»»985417 


Food Control Cemre.....»4371 1 1 

QvnDAnceOepstraat 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediore Rescue 

63Q34I 

Gvil Defence Ea»geTfCy.»>l99 
Rescueftifiop.., 192. 621111. 637777 

FireBtigade> 617101 

BkxxiBank.- ^775121 

Ih^iway Polioe..„>.>.>».843403 

Traffic Police, 896390 

Public Security pepL...». 630321 
Hotel CompIaints....»».i0SS00 

Price Con^Uunts 661176 

& Se\Ms^ CbmptsB ^^467 
Amman Munldpaliiy Com plains 

>.787111 

Tdephooe Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

R^ain: ».62310l 

/mdaliTek Repaiis.».>. 661101 


Jordan Television >773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan »..._..»...>.7741 1 1 

Water AuihoriOr 680100 

J. Electricity AuiboriQ' S 1561 5 

Electric P0werCo.»...»>63638I 
RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
(Jueen Alia IntL Airpon 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Itesein Medcal Gsaie >.Ji3813KC 

Khalidi Matenu^> 644281/6 

Akileh Materoi^'. .642441^ 

Jabal Amman Matendiy >.642362 
MaDxas. J. Amman >>>...636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .»»669I3I 
UniversQ' Ho^rital .»»,84SS45 
Al-Muasher Hospital _667227/9 
Tbe Islamic, Abdali >>.666126/37 
AI-Ahli,Abdali ..»>.»664 164/6 
Italiart AI-Muhajieen »777I01/3 

AJ-BashiL 775111/26 

Anrry. Nbiika >._»».89161 1/15 
Queen Alla Hospital .>602240/50 
Amal Hospital ».>...»»674155 
The Arab Ceoiire for Hean and 

Special Surgery »il65I99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hoqiiial 

.(091983323 

Zarqa National Ffospital 


(09)900560 

D» Sina Hospatal (09)986732 

Al Hdom Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibo Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Ho^hal 

(03)314111 


QUEEN.ALIA 

INXeRNATIC^lAL 

AIRPORT 

This mfimna/ion a supplied bv 
l^ryai Jordanian (RJ} b^muman 
departmem at the Queoi Alia 
btumaumal Airport TeL 
(0S)5J2OO-5, \(here it sfundd 
always be ver^ied. b^rmaden on 
other fligfns can be supt^ed on 
phone 08 (52700} 

ARRIVALS 

Ri^ jontanian (RJ) F^bls 
09:35 Jeddah (RJ) 


KklO Ohahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:30 Boad)ay(RJ) 

10:40 — Beina (RJ) 

10:50 — Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

liriW — Paris (add) (RJ) 

16:20 Brussels (RJ) 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

17»10 New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

18d0 Jeddah (addHRJ) 

18:50 London^) 

Athens (RJ) 

19:25 »» — Jahs, Geneva (RJ) 

20:30 .Tunis (RJ) 

22rita fiankfiin (Rj) 

22:10 Rome(RJ) 

23:15 Amsteidam (add) (RJ) 

OLIO »».>. — Cairo (add) (RJ) 


Other Flutes 

Sanaa (lY) 

12:00 Icddab (SV) 

13d5 — Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 ....Moscow (SU) 

2L10 »...»>.>..Beinit (ME) 

21^ -Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul ITK) 

Cairo (MS) 

-U>ndon(BA) 

07:20 ^TelA\'iv(LY) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ)FEgbts ! 

07:00 Beirut (RJ) ! 

07rf5 Aqaba (RJ)‘ 

Ds40 Vienna, Rome (RJ) | 

12ri)0 leddah (addURJ) I 

12ri)0 Frankfim (RJ) • 

12:10 >«.Tunis (RJ) | 

12:35 Amsterdam, New Yoik (RJ) ! 

12»I5. Amstetdam(add)(RJ) 

13:20 — iondon (RJ) ! 

13t40 Athens (RJ) i 4 

20KH) „>_Abu Dbabi. Dubai (RJ) I 
21:10 Cairo (RJ) ; 

New Delhi (RJ); 

21:40 -»_.Daniascus(RJ); 

22:40 >..Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (RJ) j 
23ti)0 --Singapore, Jakana(RJ)i 

23:10 Ban^oA (RJ) ! 

23:40 Sanaa (RJ) ; 

OO-JO Jeddah (RJ) j 

Other lili^its [ 

13:30 Jeddah SV)j 

13d0 Sanaa (lY) i 

M!2S JDoha(GF) ! 

16:35 — >A«oscow (SU) 1 

^:25 Cairo (MS) 

— AmsteKlam(KL) 

W:00 .Cairo (MS) 

Beinit(ME) . 

w»5 .-London (BA) jh 

08:15 -Tel Aviv (LY) ' 
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Princess Basina celebrates birthday today I Jordan moums death of reclusive writer 


AMMAN (J.T.) — hRH 
Pnncess Basma celebrates 
her bi^day today* coincid- 
ing with the 20tb anniver- 
sary of the establis hmen t of 
the Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development 
(QAF), chaired by Piincess 
Basma since its inception in 
1977, according to a QAF 
statemenL 

The establishment of the 
QAF came upon the direc- 
dves of His Majesty King 
Hussein to continue 
improving the living condi- 
tions of the Jordanian peo- 
ple. It has now 4S commu- 
nity development centres 
dispersed around the King- 
dom, concentrated in rural 
areas, (he statement said. 

It is present in 
international and regiona] 
forums concerned with 
women and development 
issues. 

Princess Basma was 
appointed honorary ambas- 
s^or of the United Nations 
for Human Development 
Affairs, and member of a 
senior-level commission on 
women’s health at the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO), the statement said. 

She was also appointed 
member of the Higher 
Steer^ Committee for 
Sustainable Development, 
fonned by the U.N. secre- 
tary general, in implemen- 
tation of resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Earth Su mmi t. 
The Princess also belongs 
to the Board of the Eai^ 
Council, the Earth Charter 
Commission, and the Board 
of the Population Council. 

On March 8, 1996, 

Princess Basma was 
appointed extraordinary 
ambassador for the United 
Nations’ Women's Devel- 
opment Fund (UNIFEM), 
in appreciation of her dedi- 
cate efforts in women's 
issues at national, regional, 
and international levels. 

In December 1994, 
Princess Basma was given 
the title of Honorary Fellow 



HRH Princess Rgcrrm 

of Pembroke College of 
Oxford Universi^. She is 
now preparing her thesis 
for a doctorate degree irom 
Oxford, the statement said. 

The Princess was also a 
member of the International 
Consultative Group for tbe 
Beijing Conference on 
Women. At the Arab 
Regional Preparatory Meet- 
ing of the Fourtii Confer- 
ence on Women, held in 
Amman in November 

1994, Princess Basma was 
selected as tbe Arab 
Woman of the Year for 

1995. 

She is president of the 
Jordanian Association for 
Boy Scouts and Girl 
Guides, and member of the 
Olave Baden-Powell Soci- 
ety. 

At the national level. 
Princess Basma is also the 
chairperson of tbe Jordan- 
ian National Committee for 
Women (JNCW), whose 
establishment by the gov- 
ernment in 1992, represent- 
ed a turning point for Jor- 
danian women, the state- 
ment said. 

Comprising senior offi- 
cials and representatives of 
governmental and non-gov- 
emmental bodies con- 
cerned with women’s 
affairs, JNCW established 
viable mechanisms for 
cooperation to upgrade the 
status of women in Jordan, 
and formulated the Jordan- 
ian National Strategy for 
Women under which priori- 


ties of women were 
defined. 

To implement the strate- 
gy, Princess Basma estab- 
llshed women’s committees 
in all dre govemorates to 
enable Jordanian women to 
attain self-reliance and 
directly participate in defin- 
ing and in^ementing plans 
and programmes aimed at 
eobancizig their role in the 
socieQr, the statement said. 

Upon tbe Princess’ initia- 
tive, 99 women were 
appointed membets of 
municipal councils in the 
period which preceded the 
fiist general local elections. 

This contributed to 
changing society’s view 
towa^ women, and their 
role, later reflected in the 
13 women who won local 
elections, one of them as 
mayor the first time in 
the hbtory of Jordan. 

Princess Basma then 
established the Jordanian 
National Forum for Women 
(JNFW), comprised of 
women's committees to 
serve as the legal body rep- 
resenting them. JNFW’s 
establishment was anotiier 
lan dmar k: achievement for 
Jordanian women, tbe 
statement said. 

The Princess formed a 
coor dinating committee for 
non-governmental wom- 
en’s organisations working 
under the umbrella 
JNCW to enhance coopera- 
tion and joint efforts of 
these organisations in the 
interest of Jordanian 
women. 

She also continued to 
chair QAF and laid down 
the groundwork for sustain- 
able development based on 
presence in taigeted com- 
munities through a network 
of centres to study their 
respective situations and 
de&e their needs and pri- 
orities while training them 
to participate their own 
development projects and 
prograouaes, according to 
the StatemenL 


Brotherhood reaffirms intehtioh to 
participate in upcoming elections 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Shura Council of 
the Muslim Brotherhood reaffirmed its 
intention to participate in tbe coming gen- 
eral elections, but warned the govenunent 
against the introduction of ‘'any measures 
ahned at restricting citizen participation.’' 
“liie Shura Council is ea^r to participate 
in the general elections, but it will keep the 
dow open for an election boycott if tbe 
govenunent takes any measure adversely 
affecting voter rights,” according to a state- 
ment issued by the Muslim Brotherhood 
Saturday. 

The Shura Council also demanded that 
the government “give guarantees of fair 
and flee elections which would corroborate 
citizens’ confidence in tbe democratic 
process and encourage them to exercise 
their legitimate rights.” 

According to the statement, “the Shura 
Council demands that the govenunent 
r remain completely neutral in tbe next elec- 
tions.” 

During a meeting chaired by Shura Coun- 
cil Ch.ninTtan Adnan Majali, the Council 
reaffirmed “its determination to p^cipate 
in political and parliamentary activities in 
the Jordaiuan arena” through tire Muslim 
Brotherhood's political arm, the Islamic 
Action Rone (lA^. 

The meeting, aneoded by 94 people, 
including lAF Secretary (General Ishaq 
Faihan and the lAF Executive Committee, 
discussed reports covering financial, politi- 
cal, and adminis trative issues concerning 
the Islamic organisation, the statement said. 

The Shura 3so “reviewed developments 
in the Arab-Jozdanian arena, especially in 
regards to the Palestinian question and reaf- 
finned the lAF stand in support of the peo- 
ple of tbe West Bank of tbe Jordan River^ 
and called for “foiling the Zionist project 
and rallying tbe [Islamist] ranks for an 
Arab-Islamic offensive against dangers 
threatening the Arab nation.” 

The Shura Council stated that it supports 


the idea of cooidinatioQ with other opposi- 
tion parties, groups and personalities. 

it reiterated its opposition to the one-per- 
son, one-vote system endorsed by the 
Lower House of Pariiament in January and 
criticised the govemmenc of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali for its decision to keep 
the electoral law unchanged. 

Together with the one-person, one-vote 
formula, the Islamists also attack^ die cur- 
rent adzninistrative division, describing the 
current electoral districts and metht^ of 
allocating seats as “unfair and unconstim- 
tional.” 

They also expressed their disappointment 
of “the government’s failure to lower the 
voting age” 19 to 18, as the govern- 
ment of former Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, who resigned in March, 
had promised. 

Meanwhile, a statement issued by the 
Higher Committee for Coordination among 
the Opposition Parties, in which the lAF 
takes part, denied an Arabic press report 
which appeared on Saturday, claiming that 
the 11 parties in the Higher Committee 
were to field candidates in this autumn’s 
parliamentary elections under a unified 
ticket 

The StatemenL signed by Secretary Gen- 
eral of the leftist A1 Hashd Par^ and Head 
of tbe Higher Committee for Coordination 
among the Opposition Parties Salem Nah- 
ha s , clarified t hat the Committee “did not 
decide on a unifie d ticket for the elections, 
although some of the 'members called for 
such move.” 

An Islamist-Ieftist coalition was proposed 
weeks ago by lAF Depu^ Abdullah 
Akaileb, but lAF Secretary General Ishaq 
Fariian, in an interview with the Jordan 
Times last week, excluded the possibili^ of 
any formal electoral alliance being 
finalised among the parties in the Higher 
Committee. 
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By Nadia Mokhlis 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — 'The renown 
Jordanian author, Adib 
Abbassi, Friday passed 
away af^ a three-year hos- 
pital intemment 

Mr. Abbassi, particularly 
lauded for his integrity and 
modesty bad isolaied him- 
self finom the outside world 
for nearly half of a century 
— since tbe partition of 
Palestine in 194S. 

He oppos^ the British 
policy and its interference 
in the Arab nation and con- 
sidered those responsible as 
anti-Arab and Zionist in 
aanne. 

Mr. Abbassi was bom in 
1905 in Hussoo, in the 
northern part of the King- 
dom where he received bis 
primary and secondary 
school training. 

In 192Z he travelled to 
Nastirah in Palestine and 
joined the Qudus Arabic 
College. 

He later joined a student 


delegation at the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) 
where he studied economy 
and political science and 
then changed to Arabic lit- 
erature and psychology. 

Mr. Abbassi was the sec- 
ond Jordanian student to 
graduate from AUB. 

In one of his most recent 
interviews, Mr. Abbassi 
explained bis isolation thus. 
“I withdrew from the world 
in body only. I am always 
there in soul and follow 
events with radios and the 
information which guests 
bring me.” 

He published only one 
book in Arabic entitled 
“The Return of Lukmman,” 
he also wrote over 40 short 
stories in English all saved 
in noteboolu and never 
printed. 

He evidenced great inter- 
est in astronomy which he 
considered a “personal 
intellectua] subject consti- 
tuting creativity and origi- 
nality.” 

A few hours prior to his 


Premier calls for modernised 
education methodologies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Saturday c^ed on universities to introduce methodologies 
designed to promote and modernise academic instruction 
and expand scopes of knowledge. 

AddiWsing tte opening session of the first Jordanian 
Educational Society (JES) conference at the Teachers' Club 
in Amman , the prime minister stated that efforts should be 
exerted to secure sustainable development that the Jordan- 
ian society might enjoy a decent life within an atmosphere 
of security, stability, while overcoming poverty. 

The modem era continues to witness r^id technological 
developmeoL Dr. Majali said and new educational methods 
constitute a basic component of social and economic devel- 
opmenL 

The premier referred to last Wednesday’s meeting at tbe 
Prime Minist^ chaired by His Majesty IGcg Hussein, stat- 
ing that the Kmg has declared tbe commencement of a gov- 
ernment-sponsored social security oeL 

The King has enq>basised the importance of developing 
foe education process and investment in human resources 
as a means of achieving that goal. 

JES President Sami Khasawneh stated that foe society 
strives to promote educational developmenL 

P^cipants in. foe two-day meeting representing edaca- 
tionifits from Jordan, .S^a and Palestine will review 
reports covering educational systemis in a number of 
advanced nations including J^an as well as Jordan and the 
Arab World. 

JES Secretary Badia Murad described foe society as 
established in foe mid 1970s and since that time has been 
organising conferences to focus attention on development 
• of foe education systems in Jordan and foe Arab Worid. 

Following foe owning session. Dr. N^jali opened a book 
exhibition di^laying education^ publications. 

Officials suspect foul play 
in drowning incident 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Police are 
investigating foe death of a 
20-year old man, whose 
body was Saturday found in 
a water reservoir near the AI 
Berketein area of Jerash, 
officials said. 

The victim, Ghandi AqeU 
was Tuesday reported miss- 
ing by his family, according 
to foe officials who added 
that his body was found Sat- 
urday morning in the water 
reservoir. 

An official source, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymi- 
ty, told the Jordan limes that 
there exists the possibility 
tiiat Mr. Aqel had been mur- 
dered. 

“There were traces of 
bruises on the man ’s bead, 
which is an indication that it 
could be a crime and not a 
simple incident of drown- 
ing,” tbe source said. 

He added that an autopsy 
will be performed on Mr. 
Aqel, who was to have been 
last week, to determine 
tbe cause of bis death. 

Police are investigating the 
incidenL 

In other incidents in the 
Kingdom, a 24-year old man 
Friday drowned in a pool in 
Wadi Mujib, a Civil E^ence 
Department < CDD) official 
said 

According to foe official, 
Ayman Mustafa Ahmad a 
^rqa residenL went swim- 
ming with three oi his brofo- 
ers in a pool filled with 
eddies in foe Zara area. 


“Mr. Ahmad's brothers 
managed to cross foe pool 
but their brother began to 
drown and they could not 
save him, " foe CDD official 
said. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times Saturday that the area 
in which the victim had been 
swimming was restricted and 
that there were warning signs 
posted nearby. 

“That area is menaced with 
whirlpools and dangerous, 
but unfortunately people 
ignore warning signs and 
swim in hazardous places," 
foe CDD official said. 

Last year, the CDD report- 
ed 73 swimming incidents in 
the Kingdom resulting in 55 
deaths and 26 injuries. Most 
foese incidents involved 
individuals swimming in 
dangerous areas such as 
dams, where sw imming is 
genei^y prohibited, CDD 
statistics said. 

CDD officials cited unfa- 
miliarity with sw imming and 
lack of public swimming 
pools as tbe prime reasons 
for drowning incidents. 

In foe Abu Alanda area out- 
side of Amman, a fire 
engulfed a company destroy- 
ing the entire establishmenu 
official reports said. No 
injuries were reported 

CDD reports said foe cause 
of foe fire, which occurred in 
foe Sabri Aqad Commerefal 
Firm soufo^ of Amman, 
was attributed to an electric 
failure. 

The police report said foat 
foe estimated losses from foe 
fire topped JD 160,000. 


COLOUR 

An e xhibition of contempora/y ofcvects 
The exhibition has been extended tbll Wednesday, May 
14th, time: 11:00 a.m.-1:30 pjn., 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Event held at Beit Asfour, Othman Bin Affan Street, 
(Asfour Street previously) 
below Mango Mansion. 



Adib Abbassi 

death he donated his 
corneas to foe Jordanian 
eye bank. 

Mr. Abbassi loved nature, 
especially foe Jordanian 
mountains. 

He had great fondness for 
foe sunset and was quoted 
as saying, “foe beautiful 


colours parading in foe sky 
can be described only with 
a painter’s brush or a 
writer's pen.” 

He held immense belief in 
foe Arab Worid and 
believed foat such entailed 
obligations to remain stead- 
fast to foe truth and fisht 


evil. 

He explained foat he 
always defended the Arabs 
as he believed them to have 
been “assaulted and violat- 
ed.” 

“The greatest measure- 
ment of ethics is justice and 
when this is accomplished 
no inequality takes place,” 
he said. 

Mr. Abbassi. who never 
married, lived in an ancient 
house, open to nature all 
his windows and doors 
were kept open as he stated 
need to “experience open- 
ness” within his house. 

His house was trans- 
formed into a literature 
museum for gatherings of 
foe intelligentsia. 

He was honoured ten days 
ago as one of foe most 
iiffiuential Jordanian short 
story authors. 

In foe end. Abbassi lived 
a quiet life composed of 
pride and dignity. 

A burial procession will 
take place today in his 
hometown of Hu.sson. 


Students, schools rewarded for 
environmental awareness projects 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Palace 
of Culture at Al Hussein 
Youth City Saturday held 
an annual environment 
celebration day in which 
twelve w innin g schools 
were presented with prizes 
for projects earlier submit- 
ted and upon which they 
have worked during foe 
past scholastic year. 

The Friends of Environ- 
ment (FOE) Society 
organised foe annu^ 
evenL with foe participa- 
tion of over 500 students 
from over 250 schools. 

The students ranged 
between 14-16. years of 
age and came from public, 
private and ■ unitary 
schools around foe King- 
dom. 

Twelve schools were 
chosen as winners subse- 
quent to intense evalua- 
tion. 

Director of Jordan's 
Environment Protection 
Corporation Paris Junaidi 
presented foe winners with 
certificates of gratitude to 
express acknowledgement 
of student awareness of 
environmental dilemmas 
and their ideas to solve 
them. 

“We reached a larger 
number of schools 
year and we aim to 
increase environmental 
awareness in foe younger 
generation, urging them to 
go out into their communi- 
ties to solve [environmen- 
tal] problems logically, 
scientifically and in such a 
way as would be economi- 
cally feasible.” Director of 
the FOE Media Committee 
Rana Nabir expimned. 

Through foe IntemeL 
FOE also was able to com- 
municate with other stu- 


dents w'orldw'ide regarding 
environmenial concerns. 

The twelve winning 
schools w'ere allotted time 
to briefly discuss their pro- 
jects. 

Projects were exhibited 
through both model dis- 
plays and videotapes taken 
by foe students them- 
selves. 

Students apparently 
laboured with diligence to 
obtain information. 

“Pupils took samples 
from water, air and soil 
and went to laboratories to 
have them tested,” accord- 
ing to FOE Director Raouf 
D^bas. 

All projects covered cur- 
rent environmental prob- 
lems, especially those 
incurred by refineries and 
factories. 

The winruDg schools 
were: Mu'udi Al Riyadiah. 
Nusaybah Al Mazineah, 
Bint Uday, Al Thawra Al 
Arabia, Sukaina Bint Al 
Hussein, .Al Ribah, Riyadi 
Al Salt Al Hussein Sec- 
ondary School, Rafidah Al 
Quds, Bacaloria and Kafar 
Khal. 

The highest mark went 
to Mu'udi Al Riyadiah 
secondary school which 
discussed water pollution 
and potential methods of 
its treatment. 

Al Hussein Secondary 
School described an ideiti 
city in their desi^. 

Students also investigat- 
ed foe basic requirements 
foat a healthy environmen- 
tal city would demand and 
came up with basic princi- 
ples such as foe impor- 
tance of green area in resi- 
dential neighbourhoods to 
work as air filters. 

The students of this pro- 
ject insisted foat their ide- 
alised city would ban 
smoking as studies have 


demonstrated foe negative 
impact which smoking ha.s 
on society and the environ- 
ment. 

Mr. Dabbas explained 
that political, economic, 
social and environmental 
values should be token into 
consideration to lessen 
environmental threats. 

He explained that pollu- 
tion in Jordan con be gen- 
erally limited to three main 
areas: 

• Pollution of surface 
water due to refinery and 
factory contamination. 

• Soil pollution of and 
plastic rubbish which leads 
to foe death of livestock 
due to their consumption 
of such toxic material. 

• Air pollution from poi- 
sonous gases and refiner- 
ies around residential 
areas. 

Mr. Dabbas presented 
foe winners with books, 
encyclopaedias and other 
prizes to help broaden 
their knowledge for future 
projects. 

Supervisors were given 
token presents made of 
recycled glass. 

FOE is an independenu 
non-governmental, non- 
profit organisation whose 
founders are citizens inter- 
ested in implementing 
environmental communi- 
ty-based development pro- 
jects. 

It was founded in 1994. 
officially registered in 
1995 and its main objec- 
tives are encouraging cre- 
ativity and innovation, 
utilising natural energy 
and providing training fbr 
young students. 

They are also committed 
to spreading awareness of 
the importance of a 
healthy environment for a 
healthy planet. 





QATAR AIRWAYS 2 


patar Airways, the GuITs newest and fastest Airline 

invites applicants for the position of CABIN CREW in Doha, Qatar. 

if you consider yourself as 

-■ FrieDcUy, polite, charming and patient- 
■ prepared for hard work coupled with irregular hours. 
■■u ^ed between 23 and 35. 

'■ Able to swim a minimum of 25 meters. 

'■ In search of a career with difference. 

Forward your resume with a full length and passport sized 
photographs to ” 
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Abdulhameed Sharaf St. Next to Commodor Hotel 
P.O.Box ; 1803 Amman Postal Code 11118 Jordan 
Tel ; 684526 / 684576 
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Italy’s Prodi praises Albanian 
Premier for deal on elections 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi 
praised an agreement to 
hold early elections in Al- 
biinia when he met the Bal- 
kan country's interim Prime 
Minister Bushkim Fino 
Saturday. 

Mr. Prodi and Mr. Fino. 
who were both accompa- 
nied by their foreign, fi- 
nance and ju.<;tice ministers, 
met at Rome's Ciampino 
military airport during a 
brief stopover in the .Alban- 
ian delegation's trip to Wa- 
shington. 

Their five-day trip to the 
United States starts a day 
alter European envoy Franz 
V'ranlizky secured an ugree- 
mcni from Albania's 10 
main political parties to 
break an impasse in holding 
early elections in late June. 

“This (early polls) was 
one of the main goaN of our 
mission in Albania." Mr. 
Prodi told a news eonfer- 
ciicc. adding that he had 
spoken Friday with Alban- 
ian President Suli Berisha. 
who confirmed his “full 

support" for the clection.s. 

Italy commands a 6.1'HX)- 
sirong force with a three- 
month U.N. mandate to 
secure the delivery of 
humanitarian aid in the 


impoverished Balkan state 
following its slide towards 
anarchy in March after the 
collapse of dubious savings 
schemes. 

On Friday, Defence Mi- 
nister Beniamino .Andreatta 
was quoted as saying that 
Italy could seek a wider 
mandate for the multina- 
tional security force to help 
oversee the elections if an 
agreement to hold them was 
reached. 

Mr. Fino, who said before 
leaving Tirana that he 
would seek assistance from 
the United Slates in holding 
the elections, called the ag- 
reement “an e.xcellent out- 
come" and thanked Mr. Pro- 
di for the role that Italy was 
playing in Albania. 

“Vou are also helping to 
create the right economic 
conditions for the future and 
the government that will 
come after the polls." said 
Mr. Fino. who heads a nine- 
party government of nation- 
al reconciliation set up in 
March to halt Albania's drift 
to unurchy. 

He said it was now the 
government's responsibility 
to make sure the election 
campaign was carried out in 
u stable and non-violent 
enviomment. 


“For the elections, we 
want to collaborate with all 
the local authorities — we 
are not interested in groups 
who are asking for the res- 
ignation of the government 
or of President Grisha," he 
said. 

Mr. Fmo will meet U.S. 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright Monday, and 
has said will also see 
congressmen, senators, se- 
nior politicians, business- 
men and heads of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank. 

Meanwhile.Two men died 
in a hail of gunfire and six 
others were wounded after 
rival armed gangs clashed 
Friday night in the rebel- 
held port of Vlore. hospital 
authorities reported Satur- 
day. 

Elsewhere in Albania, 
four people were killed in 
vendetta murders during the 
last 24 hours. 

In Vlore, the leader of a 
well-known Kuqo gang was 
riddled with bullets while 
silling in his car. His body 
was ^en burnt when the 
attackers set fire to the vehi- 
cle. 

Another member of the 
Kuqo gang died overnight 
in hospital and six others 


were wounded, two serious- 
ly- 

The shoot-out lasted more 
than an hour, wreaking ter- 
ror throughout Vlore. Two 
armed men loyal to the gang 
■were stiU guarding the hos- 
pital Saturday morning after 
demanding that doctors did 
everything possible to save 
the Lives of the wounded. 

Hospital Director Servet 
Kojdheli told AFP he would 
ask the Health Ministry for 
police protection for the 
hospital. 

Since the violence erupted 
Feb. 28. 76 people have 
died from buUet wounds in 
Viore's hospital, while 
some 50 others were killed 
in the streets. More than 900 
people were killed through- 
out Albania during the same 
period. 

Armed gangs rule this 
rebel stronghold and most 
of the town's inhabitants are 
armed. The mandate of the 
multinadonal force to .Al- 
bania does not allow sol- 
diers to intervene directly in 
such incidents, despite de- 
mands for help by die local 
authorites and the parallel 
rebel-run “Salvation 
Committee." 


Afghan opposition claims capture of 100 Taleban soldiers 


KABUL (AFP) — .Afghan 
opposition force.s captured 
100 Tulcbun fighters when 
they overran militia posi- 
tions along the strategic Sa- 
lang Highway, an opposi- 
tion spokesman claimed 
Friday. 

Fighters loyal to the oust- 
ed government's military 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood took hilltop and 
valley positions along the 
highway Tuesday. “We cut 
otT some Taleban on the 
road and captured around 
100 of themr Masood-aide 
Abdullah told AFP by tele- 
phone. 

Taleban soldiers admitted 
losing some ground but 
claimed they held off a po- 
tentially crippling attack by 
foiling a mountain-top ad- 
vance towards the Afghan 
capital. 


They said only three of 
their fighters were taken 
prisoner. The Saiang High- 
way link.s Kabul with not^- 
em Afghanistan and Central 
.Asia, and its close proximi- 
ty to u key opposition valley 
stronghold means Taleban 
advances here have so far 
been repelled. 

Mr. Abdullah said the at- 
tack had allowed Comman- 
der Mosood's forces to 
strengthen their positions on 
the lughway which begins 
77 kilometres north of here. 

“Our objective in the 
offensive was a limited one; 
We wanted to seize some 
pan of the road and some 
hill tops, and we succeed- 
ed." he said. The offensive 
was aimed at knocking out 
Taleban artillery spotter 
posts to enable a safer oppo- 
sition advance to the mouth 


of the crucial road link, he 
said. 

He reported no further 
attacks Thursday or Friday, 
but said an exchange of 
artillery, rocket and mortar 
fire was continuing close to 
the mouth of the Saiang 
Pass. 

The Muslim militia's 
frontline commander. Mul- 
lah Kbair Mohammad, 
Wednesday said the prison- 
ers captur^ by the opposi- 
tion were only ht^less trav- 
ellers trying to cross the 
front . lines and journey 
north. 

It is unclear how much 
ground the Taleban lost in 
the dawn onack, but front- 
line Taleban soldiers said 
that a southern part of the 
highway had fallen. 

Mr. Abdullah also claimed 
the Taleban were suffering 


mass desertions ftom militi- 
amen used to the southern 
deserts of Afghanistan who 
were fed up with fighting in 
the mountains. “A lot of 
Kandaharis and Helmandis 
left their posts the night 
before without telling any- 
body, which allowed us to 
launch an effective attack,"’ 
Mr. Abdullah said. 

The Taleban now control 
around two-thirds of Afgha- 
nistan including Kabul, and 
are trying to advance north 
•to impose a pure Islamic 
state. on a country gripped 
by 17 years of war. 

The northem-third of 
Afghanistan is controlled by 
a coalition of the ousted- 
Kabul govemmem. ethiuc- 
Uzbek warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum and a 
ShUte Muslim faction based 
in the central Massif. 


U.N. chief calls for positive China role 


SH.ANGH.A! (AFP) — Uni- 
ted Nations Secrciur>-Gc- 
nenil Kofi .Annan urged 
China here Sururday to use 
iis growing economic and 
political clout responsihly 
and as a lorce fur positive 
cliange in the p«.>si-coid war 
<>nJer. 

■•No-one who has been 
;LsMK.'iuied with the United 
Niiiions as long as I can be 
in any doubt about the polit- 
ical importance of China in 
the orguiiisaiiim and the 
world." Mr .Annan said in a 
speech to siudenus and fac- 
ulty members from the 
Shanghai Academy of So- 
cial .Science and Institute of 
Inieniaiinnai Relations. 

“China's political weight 
and economic dynamism 


give her — especially 
among developing countries 
— a unique opportunity* to 
play a distinctive role in the 
shaping of the post-cold war 
political order," Mr. .Annan 
said at the end of a four-day 
China tour that also took in 
Beijing and Xian. 

While lauding China's 
economic progress and the 
success of its reform pro- 
gramme. Mr. Annan warned 
that the new trend-s of glob- 
alisation and liberalisation 
were threatening to rein- 
force the gaps between rich 
and poor. 

“The benefits of globali- 
sation may bring prosperity 
to one region, while leaving 
other regioas in a state of 
stagnation and marginalisa- 


tion." Mr. Annan said, 
pointing out that most of the 
world's new* private capital 
flows to just 1 2 countries, 
with China alone receiving 
some 40 per cent. He also 
indicated that economic re- 
form was not sufficient to 
combat the new challenges 
arising in the post-cold war 
era. 

‘The best defence against 
new global ills os macro- 
trafficking. corruptiuon, and 
terrorism is a society based 
on (^ual oppi^nunity, social 
Justice, human riglits and 
democracy," he said. 

In a question and answer 
.session following his 
speech, Mr. .Annan sought 
to reas.sure his audience on 
the que.siion of Taiwan's 


possible entry into the Uni- 
ted Nations. 

“The U.N.'s position on 
Taiwan is very clear. The 
General Assembly took a 
decision to recognise one 
China, which is this one,** 
Mr. Annan said. 

“There is no possibility of 
recognising Taiwan until 
member states change that 
policy," he said,* adding that 
such a change was “not on 
the cards." 

Following his address. 
Mr. Annan was taken on a 
tour of the Pudong new 
area. Shanghai's economic 
development showcase. 

Mr. Annan was due to 
leave for Tokyo Sunday. 



Actress Pamela Anderson Lee, her eyes downcast, is shown as she arrives with 
unidentified individuals for the morning court session Friday during her trial at Los 
Angeles Superior Court. Anderson is being sued for breach of contract by the Private 
Movie Company for failing to star in a fihn (Renter photo) 

Actress turned off by film’s sex scenes 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Fomier Baywatch TV star 
Pamela Anderson Lee has 
testified that she backed out 
of a movie deal because she 
did not want to perform 
simulated sex after a “horri- 
ble" experience on a previ- 
ous film seL 

She told the court that 
although she was not 
opposed to nudity, sHe did 
object to graphic sex scenes 
in HeUo, She Lied. 

Even when a proposed 
naked shower scene was 
rewritten because of her 
complaints, she said, it was 
replaced with a scene in 
which her character was to 
have sex on a pool table. 

Lee is being sued for S5 
million by the Private Mo- 
vie Co., which alleges she 
broke an agreement to star 
in the film because she was 
offered S500,000 to make 
the feature film Barb >Vire. 
which was subsequently a 
box-office flop. 

The Canadian-born ac- 
tress, who is married to rock 
drummer Tommy Lee of the 
band Motley Crue. claimed 
she changed her mind about 
making Hello. She Lied 
after seeing the scripL 

Asked by the plaintiffs' 
attorney Adam Miller about 
her objections to sex scenes. 
Lee said she had had “a hor- 


rible" experience on a pre- 
vious movie Skip Tracer in 
which she performed simu- 
lated sex. 

T was thrown, I was 
scratched, 1 was bruised, I 
cried, I c^ed my mother," 
she said of her experience. 

When challenge by Mr. 
Miller that in fact she had 
made another movie Naked 
Souls that involved, “very 
graphic scenes of simulated 
sex," eight weeks after pul- 
ling out of HeUo, She Lied, 
Lee fixed Mr. Miller with 
her gaze and asked: “In 
your eyes graphic?" 

In earlier testimony, she 
explained when she the 
original script of Hello, She 
Lied, she wanted to rewrite 
it in the style of the comedy 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
starring Michael Caine and 
Steve Martin. 

She had also objected to a 
topless sunbathing scene. 
“It seemed like it was there 
for a cheap thrill." Lee said. 

The actress, best known 
as a swimsuit-clad lifeguard 
in TV's Baywatch series 
and who has bared all for 
Playboy magazine, said the 
simulated sex scenes turned 
her off. 

“I wanted to lose the sex- 
ual content and make it a 
bener script," she said un- 
der direct questioning from 


Mr. Miller. 

“Nudity has never been an 
issue wi± me." she said. 

“And simulated sex?" 
asked Mr. Miller. 

“It is now.Tee replied, 
citing the Skip Tracer expe- 
rience. 

At one point, she ap- 
peared to contradict herself, 
saying emphatically: T ne- 
ver dropped out of the 
film." 

But later she said: “1 
dropped out of the film 
because I hated it and it bad 
all the sexual content in it 
that I had been told would 
be removed. 

“Everybody knew the 
script was not a very good 
script and we could do bet- 
KT," said Lee. who wore a 
short-sleeved black blouse 
that revealed a barbed-wire 
tattoo around her upper left 
arm. 

Hello, She Lied was later 
made as Miami Hustler with 
model Kathy Ireland in the 
lead role for the Showtime 
cable TV channel. Ireland 
bad a “no-nudity” clause in 
her contract 

Lee, who was on the stand 
all day Friday, wound up 
testimony when the court 
adjourned for the day. It 
was not immediately known 
if she would testify next 
week. 


U.S., N. Korea far apart in 
MIA talks — U.S. official 


43 dead as floods submerge Chinese province 


BEIJING (AFP) — At least 
40 people have been killed 
and KNl.OOO left homeless by 
lenicious niinstomis wreak- 
ing havoc in southern China, 
press reports said Saturday. 

The storms e.iused the 
wor>i UtKiJing to hit the 
northern counties of Guang- 
dong pnwinee in 500 years, 
the >enii-ofncial China News 
Service said, adding 30.000 
people had been completely 
cut olT by fioodwalcrs. 

M least 10 people were 
missing, the news agency 
report said, and rainfall of up 
to u meire hud been recorded 
in some districts. 

The death toll from the 
heavy rains which have 
engulfed tlic region for three 
days had lisen to at least 43. 
with several dozens missing, 
the China Daily newspaper in 
Beijing .said. 

A massive rescue eft'on had 
been mounted using troops 
and boats from the provincial 
miliiaiy command, it added. 

More than 13.000 hectares 
of farmland had been flood- 
ed, the English-language 
newspaper said. 

Provincial officials sold 
they vv ere unable to comment 
when contacted by telephone 


Saturday. 

Other reports said 100.00U 
people living north of the 
Guangdong provincial c;^i- 
tol of Guangzhou, some 1 70 
kilometres northwest of 
Hons Kong, were made 
homeless by the rairt which 
flooded fields, destroyed 
dykes and devastated houses. 

.\lt electricity and tele- 
phone links to the region 
were severed and emergency 
aid of one million yuan 

I SI 20.000) was already being 
distributed by soldiers, the 
China Youth Doily said. 

In Conghua county. dy*kes 
on the KJiang and Liuxihe 
rivers broke, causing at least 

I I deaths. Sixteen were 
killed in neighbouring Hua- 
du and in Yuanton town, eight 
were killed w hen their homes 
collapsed. 

The Feilai Temple in (Jing- 
yuan also collapsed, killing 
eight Buddhist monks. 

"This is the kind of big dis- 
aster that happens once every 
SOO years." an official from 
Guangzhou city anti-fiood 
department told the China 
Daily. 

The heavy storm was also 
the apparent reason for the 
crash landing of a Boeing 


737 at Shenzhen .Airport late 
Thursday, which Itilled at 
least 35 people. 

Survivors of the crash said 
their pilot had aborted his 
first landing attempt as the 
plane was pummelled by- 
strong w*inds and driving 
rain. The twin-jet airplane 
slammed into the runway and 
exploded on the second land- 
ing anempL 

Meanwhile, the number of 
Thais killed in the China 
Southern .Airlines Boeing 
737-.^00 crashed has risen to 
21, airline officials said 
Saturday. 

Officials oiginally indicat- 
ed 16 Thai tourists died in 
Thursday's crash, but the 
official !^d the number had 
been raised to 21. He did not 
give any details. 

He dulioed to say how 
many foreigners were among 
the 35 people lulled when 
China Southern Flight 
CZ3436 slammed into the 
tarmac of Shenzhen’s storm- 
swept aiipoit. 

The Thai nationals were 
among a group of 25 tourists 
on bo£ud the aiiciaft. which 
broke into three pieces and 
burst into flames on impacL 

Thirty-five people are 


known to have survived the 
accident, while another four 
were still unaccounted for 
Sanirday. 

The airline official, reached 
by telephone in Shenzhen, 
just over the border from 
Hong Kong, declined to give 
the identities of the 17(015 
who died. The Thai embassy 
in Beijing could not be 
reached for commenL 

At nearby Guangzhou Air- 
pon, more dian 100 flights 
were cancelled, leaving 
2,000 stranded, the China 
Daily. 

The storms have also 
caused disruption in Hong 
Kong and the neighbouring 
Portuguese enclave of Ma- 
cau. with flooding in some 
areas and dozens of land- 
slides. 

One man was killed in 
Hong Kong when a hut col- 
lapsed. 

The rain has casued traffic 
congestion in the territory 
and prompted the closure 
Thursday courts and some 
schools. 

Ftrefighiers were called in 
to rescue residents trapped in 
elevators after power cuts. 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. 
and North Korean officials 
were “far apan" in talks on 
how to get “the fullest pos- 
sible accounting" of U.S. 
servicemen missing in ac- 
tion from the Korean War. a 
U.S. defence official said 
Friday. 

The talks began Sunday 
and have continued almost 
every day since. Alan Lioi- 
ta. deputy bead of the Uni- 
ted States delegation f^m 
the the Defence Depart- 
ment's PoW/Missing Per- 
sonnel Office, said “idks ... 
are scheduled to go through 
today. Both side.s are far 
apart." 

Mr. Liotta said the first 
ever meeting between fami- 
lies of U.S. servicemen 
missing in the Korean War 
and officials of North Korea 
was beneficial. "It puts a 
human face on the issue." 
but he said be was “not opti- 
mistic" that an agreement 
would be reached. 

At a press conference, rel- 
atives of the missing ser- 
vicemen described their 
decades-long efforts to ob- 
tain information about their 
lost family members. 

Nancy Lovell Dean, 
whose father was shot down 
over Korea on Dec. 4. 1950, 
said that if North Korea 


wanted normalised diplo- 
matic relations with other 
countries, it must address 
the question of what hap- 
pened to unrepatriated pris- 
oners. 

Irene Mandra, sister of 
Sergeant Philip V. Mandra 
who was last seen in North 
Korea on Aug. 7. 1952. said 
she had asked the head of 
the North Korean delega- 
tion for a list of U.S. prison- 
ers of war who allegedly 
were sent to Siberia. 

The discussions are the 
fourth round of talks bet- 
ween the Pentagon and 
North Korea on missing 
U.S. troops. American and 
North Korean officials last 
met in New "York a year ago, 
reaching an agreement that 
led to the recovery of the 
remains of a U.S. anny cor- 
poral north of Pyongyang. 

But a second excavation 
scheduled for the foil of 
1996 fell through after a 
North Korean submarine 
loaded with commandos ran 
aground last September off 
South Korea. 

There are still some 8. 1 00 
U.S. troops missing from 
the Korean War. The Penta- 
gon has said it has no evi- 
dence that any are being 
held captive in North Ko- 
rea. 


The current U.S.-North 
Korean talks have had three 
purposes. Larry Greer, 
spokesman for the Defence 
Department's PoW/Missing 
Personnel Office said. 

First, the United States 
wants to learn more about 
live sightings of alleged 
Americans still livins in 
North Korea. Second, it 
wants access to North Ko- 
rean military archives. 
Third, it wants to establish a 
schedule for continued joint 
excavations to recover the 
remains of Americans bu- 
ried in North Korea. 
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Clinton 
leaves Costa 
Rica for 
Caribbean ^ 
suimnit 

BRAULTO CARRILLO 
NATIONAL PARK, Costa 
Rica (R) — Soaked by a 
steady rainfall and sur- 
rounded by lush greenery, 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Friday plunged into a trop- 
ical rain forest to call atten- 
tion to the global threat of 
deforestation. 

“I come here to empha- 
sise the importance of the 
forest that surrounds us, to 
the chain of life not only in 
Costa Rica and Central 
America, but to all the 
world," Clinton said in 
this rain forest outside of 
the Costa Rican capital, 

San Jose. 

Mr. Clinton, on a week- 
long tour of Latin America 
that included a state visit to 
Mexico, later departed for 
Barbados, the l^t leg of 
the trip, for a one-day, 15- 
nation Caribbean summit 
Saturday. 

At that summit, Mr. Clin- 
ton will discuss trade, drug 
trafficking and law en- ^ 
forcemeat. White House 
spokesman Mike McCuny 
said Mr. Clinton wanted to 
dispel “a general sense in 
the Caribbean that the U.S. 
interest in the Caribbean 
has drifted somewhat" 

In Costa Rica, Mr. Clin- 
ton spoke at the base of a 
deep gorge in Braulio Car- 
rillo National Park, with 
dense forested hills rising 
up several hundred feet in- 
to the mist. A gushing 
waterfall streamed down 
about 91 metres away. 

The park is named for a 
former Costa Rican presi- 
dent and home to 6,000 
species of trees. 500 spe- 
cies of birds. 135 types of 
Tnammals, including mon- 
keys, tapirs, jaguars, puma, 
oedots and deer. This rain 
forest itself represents a 
threatened ecosystem. 

The United Nations Food ^ 
and Agricultural Oiganisa- F 
tiOD has estimated tiiat 38 
million acres (15 million 
hectares) of the world's fo- 
rests are lost each year, 
mostly in the Third World. 

“We destroy these re- 
sources at our peril," said 
Mr. Clinton. 

To dramatise his call. Mr. 
Clinton said he would per- 
sonally lead the U.S. dele- 
gation to a United Nations 
conference in June to fol- 
low up on the 1992 earth 
summit in the Brazilian 
city of Rio De Janeiro, say- 
ing: ‘Together we have to 
reaffirm the spirit of Rio.” 

The United States has not 
ratified a biodiversity trea- 
ty to protect wildlife and 
plants adopted after the 
summit and so far has op- 
posed informal proposals ^ 
for an international treaty 
on forests that fjinaria and 
some European countries 
want 

Costa Rica is a model 
country for conservation, 
having set aside 25 per cent 
of its land for paries. The 
deforestation problem is 
particularly acute in other 
Central American coun- 
tries, where poor peasants 
regularly burn tracts of 
woodland to make room 
for planting crops or graz- 
ing cattle. 

Mr. Clinton, Costa Rican 
President Jose Maria Fi- 
gueres and their entourage 
travelled into tiae gorge 
along a road that snaked 
through the dense wood- 
land. The two presidents 
stood under a tarpaulin held . 
up by 15 metre poles during # 
a ceremony marking the vi- 
sit but the rain was so hard 
that it blew in under the taip. 

*We know that the rain 
foreste of the worid provide 
us with a good deal of our 
oxygen, and enormous re- 
sources, coining out of the 
plant and animal life they 
contain,*’ Mr. Clinton said. 

end of his speech, 

U-S. and Costa Rican offi- 
^*tis signed two accords. 

One was a joint declaration 
in which the two countries 
agreed to cooperate on ma- 
nagement of their n.trinnirl 
paries and conservation 
nreas. 

The other accord com' 
nutted the United States to a 
assist Costa Rica in devel- 
opment of electrically 
powered vehicles. 
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Demonstrators who marched throagh the streets of the capital to show their support for ailing President Mobutu 
Sese Seko shout anti-American slogans in firont of the U.S. embassy Friday. President Mobutu returned to Zaire 
Saturday after having attended a summit of African leaders in Gab^ (Reuter photo) 


China’s shadow Hong Kong 
assembly backs civil rights curbs 


•S' 


SHENZHEN, China (AFP) — Curbs on 
civil liberties in Hong Kong moved a step 
closer Saturday as a China-appointed 
assembly backed plans to restrict demon- 
strations and impose controls on political 
and other organisations after the territory's 
July I return to Chinese rule. 

Ihe Provisional Legislature discussed the 
proposals by the territoiy's future leader. 
Tung Chee-Hwa, for several hours before 
unanimously passing a motion saying 
right balance between civil liberties and 
social order should be maintained." 

No members spoke out ag ains t the pro- 
posals. 

The body, which is forced to meet in the 
Chinese border city of Shenzhen because of 
opposition in Hong Kong to its existence, is 
expected to have its first reading of the pro- 
posed legislation ne.xt Saturday. 

Legislation must be read and passed three 
times by the Provisional Legislature and 
then undergo a ^confirmation process" 
immediately after the handover before 
becoming law. 

Saturday's session was in response to a 
three-week public consuilfation exercise on 
ihe proposals, which would require demon- 
strators to obtain police! {permission and 
would bar Hong Kong organisadoos from 
receiving funds from overseas, whether 
from individuals or ocher groups. 

Political parties could be banned if they 
were deemed to endanger “national securi- 
ty." 

Demonstrators are currently required to 
give police advance notice of their plans 
but need not seek permission. Political and 
other bodies are fr^ to receive funding and 
establish ties with other groups from any- 
where in the world. 

The prc^sals have been widely criticised 
by pro-d^ocracy activists and the outgo- 
ing administration in Hong Kong, as well 
as by Che United States and Britain. 

The motion Saturday urged Mr. Tung’s 
ofQce to “consider and accord due respect 
to the views of the public" when dra^g 
the proposed legislation. 

It said the new law should meet the 
requirements of die intematioDal covenant 
on civil and political rights, “as ^lied to 
Hong Kong." and comply with basic 
law. China's mini-constimoon for post-han- 


dover Hong Kong. 

The Provision^ Legislature will replace 
the current elected Legislative Council, 
which will be scrapped on June 30. 

One of Mr. Tung's senior officials, secre- 
te for policy coordination Michael Suen. 
dismissed criticism of the proposals and 
claims that the consultation exercise was a 

ithaTn. 

*^e will seriously consider the concerns 
of the community and will make appropri- 
ate amendments to the origiiial proposal in 
order to achieve a balance between civil 
liberties and social stability," he said. 

“On one band, we should protect human 
rights and freedoms, while on the other, 
people should not afreet others while exer- 
cising these rights.'’ 

Mr. Suen said restrictions on Hong Kong 
political and other organisations were nec- 
essary to prevent them becoming tools of 
forei^ interests. 

The legislation would "prevent iniilcra- 
tion of foreign political powers into Hong 

Kons to do thmgs unfavourable to China 

and Hong Kong," he told the Provisional 
Legislature. ‘ . 

* “The spirit behind this proposal is to pro- 
hibit political funding," added Mr, Suen, a 
former colonial govemtnent official wbo 
was seconded to Mr. Tung's office. 

“Our idea is to prevent political organisa- 
tions using individuals as a disguise to give 
funding to local oiganisations. 

*"We don't have any intention to suppress 
individual freedoms or to place restrictions 
on political oiganisations or to derive any 
association or political organisation of its 
rights." 

A member of the Provisional Legislatme. 
Jim Pui-Chuog, said, “a small group of peo- 
ple promoted dissenting voices in the com- 
munity aiming to manipulate the people of 
Hong Kong" over the proposed changes. 

“In fact we members of the Provisional 
Legislature should guide Hong Kong 
pie's ideology on this," add^ Mr. Jim, 
without identifying members of the group 
he referred to. 

Saturday's meeting also completed the 
third reading of a bill on public holidays, 
which laigdy replaces holidays marking 
events with colonial links vrith Chinese cel- 
ebrations. 


Hashimoto in Peru for thank-you trip 


LIMA (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Ha- 
shimoto arrived in Peru ear- 
ly Saturday on a one-day 
trip to formally thank Presi- 
dent .Alberto Fujimori for 
resolving the four-month 
hostage siege at the Japa- 
nese ambassdor's home in 
Lima. 

Mr. Hashimoto landed at 
Lima's military airport at 
i.20 am. (0620 GMT) amid 
tight security with helicop- 
ters circling overhead bea- 
ming huge search-lights on 
to the runway. 

Peru's Prime Minister 
Alberto Pandolfi and acting 
Foreign Minister Jorge 
Gonzales met Mr. HashJ- 
moto after an 18-hour trip 
across the Pacific — more 
time than the Japanese 
leader will spend in Lima 
before he flies out again 
later Saturday. 

During his rush visit, Mr. 
Hashimoto will decorate the 


Peruvian commandos who 
rescued all but one of the 72 
held by Marxist rebels after 
their Dec. 17 sioiming of a 
VIP-packed reception in 
honour of Japanese Empe- 
ror Akihito. 

He will also give his con- 
dolences to the bereaved fa- 
milies of the Peruvian cap- 
tive judge and two soldiers 
who died in the April 22 
raid and visit former hosta- 
ges and commandos recov- 
ering in hospital from inju- 
ries sustained in the strike. 

Mr. Fujimori, the son of 
Japanese immigants, said 
he hopai Mr. Hashimoto’s 
second trip to Lima since 
August and the leaders' 

fourth meeting in less than a 
year would further cement 
the close relations between 
the two countries. 

Both governments say the 
hostage crisis strengthened 
their ties, but relations were 
often strained during the 


126-day siege as Mr. Hashi- 
moto persistently called on 
Mr. Fujimori to curb his 
hawkish tendencies and 
pressed for a negotiated 
solution. 

Mr. Hashimoto has lauded 
Peru for its lightning attack, 
launched during a rebel soc- 
cer game from tunnels dug 
under the mansion, but he 
has also said be re^tted 
Uma did oot warn him of 
the strike, which technically 
took place on Japanese ter- 
ritory. 

Alter governments around 
the world initially heaped 
praise on Mr. Fujimori for 
the meticulously planned 
assault, enthusiasm has 
waned following reports 
that troops executed at least 
two rebels during the attack. 

All 14 Tupac Am^ Revo- 
lutionary Movement (MRTA) 
hostage-takers were lolled 
during the assault on the 
Japanese embassy complex. 
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Group armed ‘to wage war’ arrested in U.S. 


LOS ANGiELES (R) — Los 
Angeles police arrested five 
members of an anti-govem- 
nwm “imTiria cell" in early- 
moming raids Friday, seizing 
^ arsenal of grenades, auio- 
ntatic rifles and thousands of 
rounds of ammunidoo, au- 
^lunities said. 

"These people believed in 
haring a sufficient amount of 
Y to wage a war," said 


Police Captain Joe Curreri. 

‘They were much better 
trained, much better disci- 
plined than the N(xih Holly- 
wood bank robbers," he said, 
referring to two robbers who 
shot it out with police in 
Fetruaiy in a robbery caught 
live on televirion. 

The five men were arrested 
in a series of raids by the anti- 
terrerist division of the Los 


Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) and were charged 
with weapons rioladoos, inc- 
luding possession and/or sales 
of automatic assault wesqxms. 

The LAPD said in a state- 
ment that the arrests were the' 
culmination of a two-year in- 
vestigadoQ into “anti-govon- 
menT militia that started af- 
ter die Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing in April 1995. 


Pakistan 
says no 
‘quick fix’ 
in talks 
with India 

BANDOS. Maldives (R) 
— Pakistan Saturday 
played down the prospects 
of a quick breaktl^ugb in 
peace talks with arch-foe 
India, saying there could 
be setbacks and negotia- 
tions would take a long 
time. 

“Expectations should not 
be built up because unless 
the groundwork is there, 
there could be disappoint- 
ments." Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Gohar Ayub Khan 
told reporters on the mar- 
gins of a meeting of for- 
ei^ tninisteis of the South 

Asiaaregion. 

Pakistani Prime Minist^ 
Nawaz Sharif and his In- 
<Uan counterpart. Inder Ku- 
mar Gujral. were sche- 
duled to hold their first 
face-to-face talks Monday 
at a resort on this Indian 
Ocean island state. 

Mr. Sharif was named 
prime minister in February 
and Mr. Gujral took office 
three wee^ ago. They 
have exchanged letters ex- 
pressing their hope that the 
two long-time rivals could 
ease tensions. 

“Let's hope that some- 
thing positive comes out, 
but one has to be very cau- 
tious on it It will be a long, 
drawn-out negotiation. 
There will be no quick 
fix," said Mr. Khan, adding 
that a half-centuiy-old 
quarrel over Kashmir was 
Pakistan's core issue. 

“We have waited 50 years, 
there had been three wars," 
Mr. Khan said, referring to 
the armed conflicts bet- 
ween die neighbouring 
countries since indepien- 
dence in 1947. 

“Let’s hope there are no 
more wars on it (Kashmir), 
but we'll have to negotiate 
with patience." 

The talks between the 
two leaders Monday were 
to take place on the fringes 
of a summit of the seven- 
nation South Asian Asso- 
ciation for Regional Coo- 
peration (SAA^C) in the 
Maldives. 

The two nations 
launched bilateral negotia- 
tions in March after a 
three-year hiatus marked 
by tension over the Hima- 
layan region of Kashmir, 
where police and hospital 
officials say more than 
20,000 prople have died in 
a separatist insurgency. 

The two nations' foreign 
secretaries — the top civil 
servants in the foreign mi- 
nistries — met in late 
March, followed by talks 
last month between Mr. 
Khan and Mr. Gujral. who 
was foreign minister be- 
fore being elevated to 
prime minister. 

Mr. Gujral has kept the 
Foreign Ministry portfolio 
to himself in his centre-left 
government. 

Mostly Hindu India con- 
trols two thirds of Kash- 
mir, while Islamic Pakistan 
rules over the resL 


Mobutu returns to Kinshasa 

Rebel offensive continues 


KINSHASA (AFP) — Zaire's President Mobutu Sese Seko 
returned to the capital Kinshasa Saturday a^rnoon from 
Griron where be had been attending a summit of central 
African leaders. 

The plane carrying the ailing leader landed in a military 
zone Kinshasa's airport, off-limits to waiting reporters 
and photogr^bers. 

Mr. Mo^tu was escorted from the airport to his head- 
quarters at tile TshastshI military camp in a heavily-armed 
convoy, i^x^ters said. 

Earlier, he had left the Gabon capital Libreville after 
agreeing to meet for a second time with rebel leader 
l^urent K^ila, according to South Afiica’s Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki. 

Mr. Mbeki bad flown to LibreviUe to meet Mr. Mobutu, 
after bolding talks Friday with Mr. Kabila who has already 
given his agreement to a summit following the two men's 
first meeting a week ago. 

Both nten have agreed to meet on the South African ship 
Outeniqua at Ifomte Noire (off the Congolese coast) next 
Wednesday, Mr. Mbeki said in Libreville. 

“We are therefore preparing for that meeting next 
Wednesday on the boat, to finalise the negotiations 
between tiiem. about the future of Zaire, between the 
(rebel) alliance and the government." he said, adding that 
he expected meeting to conclude the negotiations. 

“There might be questions of derails that might have to be 
attended afterward. But the principal questions about the 
transition, about the place of President Mobutu, those 
major questions, we believe, need to be resolved by 
Wednesday," Mr. Mbeki told reporters." 

In Liteevliie, a source close to Gabonese President Omar 
Bongo confirmed that a meeting was to take place. 
alth<Hi^ the specific time and agenda were not available. 

Mr. Mobutu’s return put paid to previous speculation that 
the embattled dictator had not intended to return to his 
country's capital which is threatened by recent rebel 
advances. 

Mr. Moteitu also has a house on the French Riviera. 

Eaiiier Saturday Mr. Kabila said in his southeastern 
stronghold of Lubumbashi that rebel troops were only 
about SO kilometres from Kinshasa. “We would have cap- 
tured it but for incerfeience — people saying ‘wait ... 
you're going to shed blood for no reason’." Mr. j^bila said 
of the capital. 

“We want to resolve things by peaceful dialogue." he 


said. 

But he added that the rebel offensive — which has seized 
most of Zaire since it began in October — was continuing. 

A U.S. State Department official said there was a mood of 
urgenc}' surrounding another Mobutu-Kabila meeting 
bemuse of the rebel advance, amid fears of bloodshed in 
Kinshasa. 

The first Mobutu-Kabila encounter last Sunday was 
inconclusive, with both leaders essentially sticking to their 
positions. 

Mr. Mobutu agreed at Thursday's Libreville summit not 
to stand again in presidential elections. He had not previ- 
ously been so explicit. 

But Mr. Kabila's Alliance of Deraocratice Forces for the 
Liberation of Congo-Zaire have said they will not accept 
power being hand^ to an interim head of state other than 
Mr. Kabila himself. 

That dampened hopes that the Archbishop of Kisangani, 
Laurent Mosengwo, could resume a former post as presi- 
dent of the transitional parliament. 

Such a position would have made the Roman Catholic 
archbishop Zaire's interim leader under the constitution if 
Mr. Mobum resigned. 

U.S. envoy Bill Richardson expressed cautious optimism 
Friday that a peaceful transition could be achieved, with 
Mr. l^bila at the head of a transitionaJ government. 

Mr. Richardson, who brokered the first Mobutu-Kabila 
meeting, told U.S. public television: “I do believe there’s 
still a good chance of a peaceful, inclusive transition gov- 
ernment." 

He called Mr. Kabila “street smart" and “pragmatic." but 
said the president was “not facing reality" because his advi- 
sors were not telling him the truth about the pitiftil .state of 
his forces. 

Mr. Richardson added: “I believe that Mobutu is now 
realistic; he's a dienified person; he wants to go out grace- 
fully." 

Speaking Friday. Zairean Information Minister Kin-Kiey 
Mulumba said government forces were holding a line on 
the Wamba River west of Kenge, although a rebel 
spokesman claimed that guerrillas were 30 kilometres to 
the wesL 

Hundreds of people are feared to have died in the fight- 
ing for Kenge. one of the first times the Zairean army has 
put up serious resistance against rebels who have seized 
two thirds of Africa's third largest country. 


Republicans suspected of N. Ireland police murder 


BELFAST (R) — Northern 
Ireland police Samrday 
wtfe trying to track down 
suspected Republican gun- 
men who shot dead an off- 
duty police officer in an 
overnight attack in a crowd- 
ed Belfast bar. 

Police said a car thought 
to have been used by fleeing 
gtieiriilas was found burnt 
out in the Lower FaOs area 
of 'ffie'ciiyra steoheb strong- 
hold of Catholic Republi- 
cans wbo want the majority 
Protestant province to be 
united witii Irel^d. 

No group admined res- 
ponsibility for the murder, 
which ca^ a pall over hopes 
that the province's long- 
lunning guerrilla conflict 
might ease after last week’s 
British election which put 
the Labour Party in power 
with a huge m^ority. 


The Royal Ulster Consta- 
bulary (RUC) officer, be- 
lieved to be Belfast's 
fiercely pro-British Protes- 
tant Shankill area, was shot 
at close range as he was 
drinking late I^day. 

Security sources said the 
killing had all the hallmarks 
of a guerrilla attack. One 
said the gunman “coolly 
sad calmly" walked up to 
ius" victim and o^ed fire 
as he drank in the bar. 

Media reports in the pro- 
vincial capital said the kil- 
ling was thought to have 
been carried out by “Repub- 
lican paramilitaries," Irish 
guerrillas opposed to Bri- 
tish rule. 

The hish Republican Ar- 
my (IRA), the main under- 
ground group fighting to 
merge Northern Ireland into 
an ^-Ireland state, has not 


struck in the province since 
April 10 when a sniper seri- 
ously wounded a police- 
woman. 

The small left-wing Irish 
National Liberation Army 
announced last year that its 
activists were on a war foot- 
ing. but security sources say 
it has not staged many 
attacks because it was 
caught up in a bloody inter- 
nal feiid. - 

The Irish Continuity Ar- 
my (Council, composed of 
former IRA activists, 
emerged last year and has 
staged several bombings. 

Tension has been high 
since an ERA ceasefire en- 
ded last year and a truce by 
pro-British loyalist guerril- 
las has become increasingly 
unstable. 

On Friday community 
fears increased when a 25- 


year-old Catholic man died 
in hospital 12 days after 
being savagely kicked by a 
loyalist mob in Portadown. 
where divisions run deep 
between pro-British Protes- 
tants and pro-Irish Catho- 
lics. 

The man's family accused 
police of doing nothing to 
save the man. The RUC 
denied the charge. 

On Thursday Britain’s new 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
had talks on the Nortbern 
Ireland conflict with his 
Irish counterpart John Bru- 
ton, fuelling hopes of fresh 
morneDtum in a stalled Ang- 
lo-Irish bid to bring peace to 
the troubled region. 

Both governments say the 
IRA must abandon violence 
for its Sinn Fein political 
wing to gain entr>' to the 
talks. 


Bosnian Serbs arrest former Croat militia officer 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
police moniiors said they 
were ti^g to secure the re- 
lease of a former Bosnian 
Cro^ militia offi^r wbo 
was arrested Serb police 
during a routine traffic 
checlL 

Ivo Mijacevic, wbo led a 
Croat brigade during the 
Bosnian war. was arrested 
as he drove through Serb- 
controlled territory Thurs- 
day on a main road [inking 
northern Bosnia to neigb- 
bcHiring Croatia, U.N. 
spokesman Alex Ivanko 
said. 

Mr. Ivanko called the ar- 
rest a “distuibing incident” 
and a clear violation of the 
right to free movement un- 
der terms of a Bosnia peace 


agreement 

“We are pressing Serb 
authorities as we speak to 
release this gentleman." Mr. 
Ivanko told Reuters. 

Serb authorities in the 
town of Modrica bad 
charged Mr. Mijacevic with 
sbelliDg a Seib bouse during 
the war. UJ'l. police moni- 
tors reported. 

The arrest comes amid 
growing concern among in- 
temational officials over 
dubious legal proceedings 
in Bosnia. 

Human rights worker say 
nationalist authorities have 
flouted intemational legal 
standards set out under the 
peace agreement, often un- 
der the guise of “war crimes 
trials” against ethnic rivals. 


A Serb court in Zvomik 
recently sentenced three 
Muslim men to 20 years in 
prison on murder chafes 
after denying them the right 
to choose their own defence 
lawyers. 

Bosnian Muslim-Croat 
Federation authorities have 
yet to review the case of a 
Serb soldier convicted of 
murder during the war. His 
defence lawyer has discov- 
ered that two of the alleged 
murder victims are alive 
and well. 

Bosnian authorities this 
week detained an opposition 
politician during a session of 
the federation parliament 

Ibrahim Djedovic, who 
helped lead an aimed rebel- 
lion against the Bosnian go- 


vernment during the Yugos- 
lav conflict was taken to a 
Sarajevo prison Friday, Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

Under terms of the pc^ 
treaty, Bosnian authorities 
have the right to conduct 
war crimes trials if the U.N. 
war crimes tribunal in the 
Hague decides that ±e case 
meets intemational legal 
standards. 

Mr. Ivanko, said the tri- 
bunal had told the Bosnian 
authorities they could go 
ahead with an investigation 
against Mr. Djedovic. 

“The prosecutor has stated 
that there is sufficient evi- 
dence under intemational 
standards for national courts 
to proceed with a fiuther 
investigation," he said. 


McVeigh identified as man who rented bomb truck 


DENVER (R) — The ow- 
ner of a ren^ agency has 
identified Timo^y Mc- 
Vei^ as the man who rented 
the truck used to blow up the 
Oklahoma City federal 
building as the prosecution 
continued to rapidly build its 
case. 

Eldon EllitMU of Elliott's 
Body Shop in Junction City, 
Kansas, told Mr. McVeigh's 
trial that the 29-year-oId 
Gulf War veteran rented the 
truck under the name of 
Robert Kling and presented 
a South Dakota driver's 
licence in that name. 

“That’s him, the man in the 
blue shin." Mr. Elliott said, 
pointing to Mr. McVeigh in 
the courtroom. 

The prosecution’s case has 
been speeding along since 
testimony staited two weeks 
ago and the government is 
now expected to wind up its 
case in the next two weeks. 

Mr. EQiott's testimony was 
the first time that a witness 
bad dueoly identified Mr. 


Mc^^igb as having rented 
the truck that authorities say 
was used to blow up the 
Alfred P. Munab Federal 
Building on April 19, 1995, 
killing 168 people. 

An axle from the des- 
troyed truck was one of the 
first major pieces of evi- 
dence recovered after the 
bombing and a hidden iden- 
tification number on it led 
autiiorilies to the Junction 
Ci^ rental agency. 

The prosecution contends 
that Mr. MeVrigh is Kling 
and that he drove the six- 
metre truck fill! of explo- 
sives to Oklahoma City 
about five hours away. Mr. 
McVeigh has pleaded not 
guilty. He faces the death 
penalty, if convicted. 

Mr. Elliott said the renter 
came to his shop Saturday, 
April IS. saying he wanted a 
truck to drive to Nebraska 
from Kansas and wanted to 
pick it up the following 
Monday afternoon. 

Mr. ^ott added tiiat Mr. 


McVeigh declined to take 
insurance on the truck even 
though the rental agency 
owner warned him that he 
would be liable for any dam- 
age. Mr. Ellion quot^ Mr. 
McVeigh as sa>iDg. “I won't 
need it ... I'm a good driver." 
Mr. McVeigh paid $280.32 
for the rental, including an 
$80 deposit, the rental agent 
sail 

Mr. Elliott testified that 
Mr. McVeigh did not go out- 
side with him for the cus- 
tomary walk around inspec- 
tion of the vehicle when he 
came back to the rental 
office to pick the truck up 
Monday, April 17, 1995. 

Mr. Elliott also testified 
that be saw another man 
standing in the comer of the 
rental office while Mr. 
McVeigh was there, but 
could not identify him. “I 
just barely glanced at him as 
I walked outside." 

Initially, investigators be- 
lie\*ed two men rented the 
truck, a weakness the de- 


fence tried to exploit during 
CFQSS-examinaiion. Bui Mr. 
Ellion held fimi. saying he 
did not know who the sec- 
ond man was although he 
did see him talk to Mr. 

McVeigh. 

The man was originally 
believed to be a suspect 
dubbed by officials as John 
Doe No. 2. A nationwide 
manhunt was launched, but 
failed to turn up a second 
suspect 

’Ibe day of die bombing, 
Mr. Elliott received a call 
from the Ryder headquarters 
in Florida, notifying him 
that the track he had rented 
out was believed to be the 
one used to carry the explo- 
sives. 

Mr. Ellion testified that he 
told FBI agents the man who 
rented the truck was about 
1.7 metres to 1.8 metres, 
with a medium build and 
short hair. Bui under cross- 
examination he admitted he 
was not reaUy certain of Mr. 
McVeigh's heighL 
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Symbolic visit 

POPE JOHN Paul H’s visit to Lebanon may 
not bring the real reconciliation and total free- 
dom that it has been seeking for over 20 years. 
Reconciliation and freedom are both qualities 
that only the Lebanese themselves can 
acquire. The reaction, however, of different 
political and religious factions to the Pope's 
'Visit is in itself a strong indication that the 
Lebanese will continue to seek to live in har- 
mony and peace among themselves and with 
their two powerful neighbours. 

Wliether they like it or not, Lebanon's own 
fate is very much tied to the success or failure 
of the current Middle East peace process. 
Once peace is established between Palestine 
and Israel as well as between Syria and 
Lebanon there will be no reason for foreign 
forces to remain on Lebanese soil, nor wiD 
there be cause for the Lebanese to continue to 
be divided by religion. 

In the 195<^, 60s and early 70s Lebanon was 
a model of religious tolerance and coexistence. 
It was one of the few Arab countries to hold 
frequent parliamentary elections at that time. 
Its press was vibrant and its economy thriv- 
ing. Many of the causes which led to the 1975- 
1990 civil war had nothing to do with the 
Lebanese social mosaic. The last chapter of 
the cold war and r^onai conflicts were 
fought on its soil, leading to the intervention 
of foreign forces and Israeli occupation. 

Despite the miseries of its civil war and the 
destruction it caused. Lebanon and the 
Lebanese are emerging with a new spirit That 
spirit is being demonstrated in the over- 
whelming welcome with which the Lebanese 
Christians and Muslims accorded the Pope 
who comes with a message of peace and fra- 
ternity. 

The Pope's visits to all areas of conflict in 
Europe. Africa, Latin America and elsewhere 
are part of his noble mission as the spiritual 
leader of Christians everywhere. His is a mes- 
sage of peace, tolerance, coexistence and 
goodwill. That message he carries to Lebanon 
as well. He sees in that country tbe potential of 
becoming a model for religious coexistence in 
a world that has been badly wounded by sec- 
tarian strife. He knows that it is up to the 
Lebanese themselves to sort out their domes- 
tie differences. And that the U.S. and the 
regional powers must help Lebanon regain 
full sovereignty. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER tor A1 Ra'i Saturday said that the U.S. gov- 
omiiient must have concluded a deal with tbe Hamas 
movement in exchange for the release of Musa .Abu 
M:uvtiuk from a New York jail and his deportation to 
Jordan. Quoting a report in the Cairo daily A1 Ahram. 
Fuhed Fanek said that Hamas has agreed to refrain from 
launching attacks on American interests and Israeli 
civilians in exchange for Abu Morzouk’s release. At the 
same time, the U.S. was afraid that by keeping .Abu 
Mar/ouk in its jails, it would draw the wvath of Hamas 
and so it chose to banish the Hamas leader to Jordan 
which, as usual, he said, welcomes freedom fighters 
and free .Arabs in exchange of nothing. The writer 
asked why .Abu Marzouk .should be banished to Jordan 
when he could have been sent to Egypt which had 
i\sued his travel documents, or Yemen or tbe Palestine 
self-rule ureas, and why Jordan should allow the U.S. 
;md Israel to use its terriloiy as a ground for b anishin g 
iindesired people. While welcoming the Hamas leader 
in Jordan, we have the right to ask'about the nature of 
tile Iraiisactiun that took place between Jordan. Israel, 
the LI.S. and Hamas, although w*e are not against .Abu 
Marzouk os an honourable h%edom fighter, he added. 
The writer .said Jordanians have the right to reject 
American and Israeli demands and terms and stand 
ugsiinst transforming their country* into a place of ban- 
ishment serving other nations. 

IT IS because Jordon is concerned about the continua- 
tion of the peace process and about preventing the 
process from slow death that its diplomacy is display- 
ing a fluny of activity and seeking to defuse tension, 
said A1 Ra’i daily in an editorial Sanirday. The paper 
referred to King Hussein's meetings with Benyamin 
Netanyahu in Aqaba and Foreign Minister 'Fayez 
Tarawneh's current visit to Cairo as pan of the 
Jordanian diplomatic offensive to revive the peace 
process and to ensure that the Arab parties maintain 
their coordination in mutters related to the Axab-Isiaeli 
disputes. It said that Jordon caimot stand by and watch 
the peace process die because Israel is canying out set- 
tlement programmes or refusing to provide Jordan uatfa 
its share of water, in accordonre with the 1994 peace 
treaty, and then it has to take some action to end the 
impasse. The paper stud Jordon realises the importance 
of its strategic depth, which lies with the Arab Nation, 
and strives to coordinate its position vis-k-vis Arab- 
tsraeli issues, in general and the peace process on tbe 
Palesdnian-IsraeU track in particular. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Middle East economic conferences losing steam 

... to « J J1 ^ T' _ 


THE FIRST Middle East economic summit convened in 
Casablanca in 1994, diuing the short-E'^ Arab-Israeli 
peace euphoria. Shimon Peres, then Israeli foreign minis- 
ter. joyfully declared the birth of a New Middle East of 
peace and prosperity. Expectations were nmning very 
high, and observers thought that the train of peace bad 
taken off with an American engine. Th^ asserted that no 
power on ear± can stop the new trend. 

In 1995, Amman hosted tte second Mukfie East eco- 
nomic summit, or Casablanca-2. Everything seemed, at 
tbe time, to be going in the ri^t diret^on. Tbe Amman 
summit* announced die formadon of a set of joint insdiu- 
dons to serve as the iniiasmicture of the emerging Middle 
East economic summits which, for all practical purposes, 
replaced the annual Arab summit conferen^s. 

Then came Netanyahu at the helm of national fanadcs 
and Jewish religious fundamentalists. Israel started to back 
off from the peace-for-land formula. Tbe ultimate c^jec- 
dve became the perfect security oflsrael as a state and tbe 
fuU security of Israelis as individuals, iirttpecdve of the 
unreasonable poUdeal behaviour of the Israeli government 
towards peace and tbe rights of the Palesdnian people. 


Egyptian officials did not hide their intention to call off 
Casablanca-3, scheduled for Cairo in 1996. However, the 
American intervendon and heavy pressure convinced 
Egypt to reconsider its position azid to allow the confer- 
ence to take place as planned. Egypt downsized the Israeli 
role and downgr^d the summit to a conference which 
was dominated by businessmen more than officials and 
politicians. 

Now it is time to ponder about Casablanca-4, scheduled 
for Doha, Qatar this autumiL It is not too early to decide 
whether the confetence will actually teke place, in spite of 
the non-conducive and poisonous atmosphere, or be 
declared dead, since economics is not a feasible entrance 
to before the political deadlock in the Arab-Israeli 
relations is resolved satisfactorily one way or another. 

So far, we did not hear from Qatar. There is no evidence 
that the designated host country has made up its mind m 
this respect America is not expected to exert pressure this 
time to maintain tbe raoroentum which lost steam. Even 
America should admit that die Arab-Israeli peace process 
is going up in smoke. 

In the meanwhile, tbe Middle East infrastructure insdtu- 


Middle East and North Africa- .... ^ ^ 

Finally, Morocco gave a sig^ that it is proc^|rf.-, 
tairin . a fonnaJ decision to abolish the p^anent 

tt,?MiddIe East economic conferences whicE - 

'T^cSo“u*! »ying that the collapse of the Mid^ :.: 
East series of economic conferences and the ci^h of ^ 
American-sponsored peace process ls ^ 

America and its credibiUty as a superpower wkch 1^ to - 
play its role and honour its comnutments m mis region. . 

h seems that the whole Middle East is ready for the 
change, but Israel is not. Middle East conferenc^ and 
form of cooperation should be suspended untfl Israel is i 
rehabilitated and becomes ready to go tack » 
which Stan with full withdrawal against full peace and 

normalisation. . . , , , 

Wth the exception of Amenca. the whole world se^ a 

rogue state in Israel. Israel is an isolated p^ali: why, then, • 
should ±e Arabs rescue it out of the isolation it earned and 

d^rved? 


The trouble with Tlirkey is the permeating corruption 


By Gwynne Dyer 

THERE IS a coup coming 
in Turkey, and it will not 
really be about “saving** the 
secular Turkish state from 
militant political Islam 
(though that is what the sol- 
diers will claim). It will 
really be about saving 
Turkey from the unholy 
alliance between the mafia 
and the politicians. But how 
can a coup stop that? 

*lf you're going to sink, 
you grab at saak«.“ Turks 
love proverbs, and that was 
the dominant reaction last 
year when Tansu Ciller. 
Turkey's first woman prime 
minister, agreed to join a 
coalition with the Islamic 
revivalists of the Refah 
('Welfare) Party. But it was 
her decision that set the 
avalanche in motion. 

Tansu Ciller stepped 
down as prime minister and 
a^eed to serve as deputy to 
Refah leader, Necmettin 
Erbakan, in a new coalition, 
because she needed his help 
to abort two judici^ 
inquiries into her family’s 
financial dealings. (An 
inquiry into accusations that 
Refah had misused funds 
intended for Bosnian 
Muslims was stopped at the 
same time). But the corrup- 
tion does not stop there: the 
whole state has been infect- 
ed. 

In December, President 
Suleyman Demirei wrote 
bluntly to Prime Minister 
Erbakan: “Murderers are 
working for the state.” He 
was referring to a ieibal 
mixture of war, drugs and 
money that has been erod- 
ing both democracy and 


legality in Turkey for a 
de^e. 

It was a car crash on the 
Susurluk road six mooths 
ago that started to bring the 
whole ugly business into die 
open. the coup ha^y 
pens, pundits will blame it 
all on the ^fundamental- 
ists,” but tbe problem is 
really the gangsters. 

I once nearly got killed on 
the Susurluk road myself — 
with the twins, then eight 
years old, in the back of the 
car — but the g rinnin g 
cretin who nearly did us in 
drove his truck away into 
well-deserved obscurity'. 
The truck driver who pulled 
out onto the Susuriuk road 
without looking on Nov. 3, 
1996. however, is now a 
famous man. In fact, be is a 
folk hero for many Turks. 

Why? Because a 
Mercedes travelling at an 
estimated 135 kph and car- 
rying very important people 
smashed into his truck. The 
Merc was ripped open as it 
slid under the truclL killing 
a police academy chairman, 
a wanted gangster, and his 
moll (a former beauty 
queen), and injuring a 
semor politician who 
belongs to Oiler's True 
Path Party. So what were 
they all doing in tbe same 
car? 

This was “100 
Waiergates.” as a Turkish 
political analyst put h. The 
gangster, A^ullah Catli, 
had been wanted by Interpol 
for 18 years — ■ for the tor- 
ture and mur^ of seven 
left-wing Turkisb students 
in 1978. for involvement in 
the 1981 assassination 
attempt on the Pope, and for 


escaping from a Swiss 
prison where he was being 
held on heroin-smuggling 
charges in 1990. 

Western intelligence agen- 
cies also tag Catli for killing 
left-wing extremists and 
Kurdish separatists, and for 
taking part in a failed coup 
in AZi^aijan in 1994. So 
there he was. dead with his 
girifnend In a car that 
contained a senior police 
officer (deceased) and a 
senior politician (injured) 
— plus the thug's diplomat- 
ic passport, f^se Identity 
cards and a gun license 
bearing the signature of the 
interior minister, Mehmet 
Agar. 

Just to make sure nobody 
missed the point, the car 
also contained unlicensed 
guns, silencers, surveillance 
equipment and traces of 
cocaine. If you had any illu- 
sions about who really runs 
Tlirkey, Susurluk is where 
>t>u would have lost them, 
Tuikey has become a gang- 
ster state where many, 
maybe most, politicians are 
entangled in a web of illegal 
violence and corruption. 

If you just read the news 
reports, the growing, crisis 
in Turkey seems to about 
the ioe.'corable advance of 
political Islam. Every 
month or so. Prime Minister 
Erbakan is called in by the 
army to bear new warning 
that he must stop hying to 
‘‘Islaraise” Turkey. 

Rumours of coups abound 
and the country is in perpet- 
ual turmoil. 

But the truth is that 
Erbakan's Refah Party only 
managed to get 21 per cent 
of tbe Turkish vote in the 


last election, even with no 
rivals to split the Islamist 
vote. Four-fifths of the 
Turks voted for strictly sec- 
ular parties, and Erbakan's 
pai^ could never have 
formed a government if it 
weren't for Ciller’s legal 
troubles. 

The real problem is that 
all the pa^es in Turkey 
have been deeply corrupted 
by the huge amounts of ille- 
gal money sloshing around 
in the system as a result of 
the long war against 
Kurdish separatists in the 
south-east 

It began with simple pay- 
offs to local Kurdish cUef- 
tains who could keep their 
people in line — but this 
was money never entered in 
the books. Then the Kurdish 
bosses loyal to Ankara were 
given tacit permission to 
earn more funds by export- 
ing heroin to Europe, and 
their financial clout grew as 
fast as their ambitions. By 
now. the war has corrupt^ 
the whole political system. 

Sedat Bucak. the politi- 
cian who survived the car 
crash at Susurluk, is a mem- 
ber of parliament for 
Ciller's True Path Party. But 
he is also a Kurdish warlord 
who receives $13 miUion a 
month from the Turkisb 
govenuneot to pay off bis 
supporters in the south-east 
— and be probably pays out 
as much in bribes in Ankara 
and elsewhere to protect his 
friends in the drug trade. 

Bucak is just a simple man 
exploiting the opportunities 
that fortune has put in his 
way. He belongs in jail, but 
that wouldn't put a dent in 
Turkey's reiti problem. 


Beyond the market, 
a different kind of equity 


By Peter D. Satfaerland 

WASHINGTON — The greatest economic challenge facing 
tbe world is the need to create an intemaiionai system that not 
only maximises global growth but also achieves a greater 
measure of equity, a system that both inmgrates emerging 
economic powers and assists currently maig'inalised countries 
in (heir efforts to participate in worldwide economic expan- 
sion. 

In tbe midst of today’s global political and econornic revo- 
lution. national governments alone simply cannot cope with 
tbe challenges presented by a bCMderle^ eccHiOfnic system. 
The most important means available to secure peace and pros- 
perity into the future is to develop effective multiiateral 
approaches and insiiiutions. 

For a millennium. Europe and the Uruted States have dom- 
inated the world economically, but this pre^nunaoce is com- 
ing to an end. The past two decades have been a period of 
spectacular economic advance. Within the next 15 years we 
may well see three developing countries among tbe world's 
six largest economies. 

However, other countries, especially in Africa, have experi- 
enced unprecedented decline. The world has become more 
and more polarised as the gulf between rich and poor has 
widened. 

Some in the rich countries are made uncomfortable by the 
success of other nations. There is a sense of insecuri^ among 
those who feel (hat the radical changes taking place challenge 
our societies and our comforts. 

After the collapse of ideological conflict between East and 
W'esu there has also been a disturbing tendency to look upon 
the widening gap between rich and poor whh indifrereoce. 
Some even see the reduction in support for the poor and tbe 
increase in earnings of the wealthy as a positive encotirage- 
ment for economic growth. 

There are those who oppose redisnibuiion policies in prin- 
ciple, whether in the domestic or the intemational context. 
This is wrong. It is morally wrong, it is pragmatically wrong, 
and we ought not to be ashamed to say so. 

I have been personally and deeply commined to promoting 
tbe market system through my entire career. Yet it is quite 
obvious to me that the market will never provide all the 
answers to the problems of poverty and in^uallQ'. 

The fact is that diere are those who will not be able to devel- 
op their economies simply because market access has been 
provided. 1 do not believe that we in the global community 
will adequately live up to our responsibility if we have done 


no more than provide tbe poorest people and the poorest 
countries with an opportunity to succeed. We must also pro- 
vide them with a foundation from which they have a reason- 
able chance of seizing that opportunity — decent health care, 
primary education, basic infi^truciiire. 

We have an opponunity that mankind has never bad before: 
to develop relationships based on something more moraily 
acceptable than alliances bom of fear of a common threat, and 
to fashion structures that enable us to live and grow together. 

New creativity and strong leadership in the way w'e 
approach the global economy is urgent The existing forums 
for the development of global economic policy initiativ’es are 
inadequate. The perspectives of the Croup of Seven and the 
OECD do not represent tbe world economic conunuDiiy. 
Their capacity to set and pursoe global economic objectives 
or provide direction, while undoubtedly imponant is limited. 

We have, in short a siructuiai deficit in the world economy, 
in terms both of tbe making of policies and of their execution. 
The structures for coordination of imemational economic 
issues at the highest political level must be revised. Most 
importantly, they must be representative enough to command 
the necessary consensus for elective action. 

No new bureaucracy is needed. The existing institutions — 
the IMF. the World Bank, the World Trade Orgaiusation, the 
OECD — hav'e the leadership and the capociQ’' to meet the 
world's need for greater coherence and greater representation 
in global economic policy' making. 

But to do so. they require the full support of their member- 
ship. This means, in the first instance, pirndding resources. 
The lamentable practice in recent years of the most powerful 
nations on earth squabbling over relatively small amounts of 
money needed to finance the institutions they created must be 
replaced with positive support. 

Rich countries and poor countries should jointly apply their 
intellecniaJ capaciqr to identify'ing new approaches to the 
problems of matgiiialisadon and deveiopmenL 

We have a shared respoosibiliQr for the well-being of the 
poor of this planet, and in our rapidly globalising economy it 
is profoundly in our own interest to confront that responsibil- 
ity aggressively. Pan of the solution must lie with govern- 
ments working more cooperatively together to support effi- 
cient. well-functioning mternation^ agencies. 

The writer is chairman of Goldman Sacks inxerruxtioneU and 
also of the Ox’erseas Development Council, a non-profit imer- 
national policy research insriruie based in IKuAbigron. 
article is reprinted from the Intemational Herald Tribune. 


which is that the war 
against the Kurds is steadily 
destroying the integrity of 
the state. 

The right solurion is to 
end the war. It would prob- 
ably not harm Turkey to 
grant the Kurds — who are 
about one-flfrh of the popu- 
lation — equal rights in 
every sphere, including 
education in their own lan- 
guage and official bilin- 
gualism in Kurdish-majori- 
ty areas. Most Turkish 
Kurds have little love for 
the time-wrap Maoists of 
the Kurdistan Worker's 


Party (PKK) rebels, and 
would gladly ditch them if ■ 
their rights were recognised 
within Turkey. 

Unfortunately, what is 
happening instead, is a 
steady drift towards a mili- 
tary coup. Whatever the' 
soldiers' merits may be in' 
terms of IncorniptibiliQ^, 
that is the circumstance- 
least, likely to lead u> an 
early peace with the Kurds. 
On the contrary, tiie war' 
may be intensified — and 
the army itself may be cor- 
rupted. Turkey is in deep 
trouble. 


LETTERS 

‘Grist for writing’ 

To the Editon 

AHMAD MAJDOUBEH stated in his column. 
“Cultural impediments and pursuit of education in the 
U.S." (Jordan Times, May 1. 1997) that Arab students 
do not sell themselves w^ in their applications and do 
not write well. As an American educator who has 
taught high school and coUege-level English in the 
U.5.. Denmark. Rome and nyp.veiy good schools in 
Amman, I know at least his second obseiVafion is Cor- 
rect. J suspect the first is correct as well. I have-a son - 
entering college this fall, and we have just completed ^ 
the many-faceted application process. My experience 9 
tells me. however, that the solution to the “cultural 
impedunenr** goes beyond what Dr. Majdoubeh sug- 
gests. 

One advantage my students bad in European and 
American schools was a class size smaUer than is 
found in Jordan. English cannot be taught to crowds of . 
students effectively. Writing is not a lecture course dur- 
ing which smdents rake notes and apply the laiowledge 
in their assignments. One leams to write by writing, 

I followed by refinement and practice. 

Furthermore, writing teachers spend hours of free 
time outside the classroom grading and commenting on 
tbe written assignments. For these reasons, the 
National Council of Teachers of English recommend 
chat in the public schools in America, the class load of 
tbe English teacher be not more rhan four classes of 20 
students each, for a total of 80 students. Private schools 
should expect an even lower ratio if excellence is truly 
the goal of ^ programme. Of course, this assumes that 
the teacher’s training and instructional supervision is 
commensurate to the skills needed to pursue such 
excellence! 

Then, American education is not test driven. Students 
in Jordan study for a good test grade. They live from 
test to test, which all too often asks for memorised facts 
instead of their application. This is not irae in ±e U.S 4 
classes there are designed to engage the student's 
curiosity and reward a sense of discovery. Xnctto.ait of 
Iwtures and memorisation, students leam by doing. 

Thw is no rote learning other than tbe multiplication 
tables. Tests and class activities are based upon not 
only simple comprehension of knowledge; they are 
geared towards the higher level thinking sicilk as well, 
me evaluauon and s> nthesis of the material. Specialists 
help children on both sides of the learoine-ability spec- 
trum: those with learning and reading disabilities as 
well as the gifted. 

With li^e governmental or ministry interference, 
schools plan me curriculum that is appropriate to me 
school s i^culp chUdren. For example, field trips 
happn wim no interference from outside me school. 
Within the schools, teachers and principals are held-' 

^ effectiveness of me teaching in the 
instmcnonaJ supervision is an ongoing 

siudv^SS^mim^®" F opportunity in school to 

number of electives. Beginning in primary 

^ lean, hSv^^- 

darevew during the schMl. * 

builZglS 

■ 

dpharp fnmian \ competitions among schools: 

Sent availability of enrich- • ■ 

proceS the siSw.? h ^ die 

moving m taught in Jordan are ^ - 

low suit. schools fol-". 

people hete deaerve ^ 

Christy Liminij 

Ammaarr ^ 








toipon’s so^ Kashmir 


I^NDON 01) — On the 
M neglected south- 

m hiakof the RTver Tham^.^ ^ 
T d^peiliot power station is 
besng transfmned i^tn 
Bfitain^s leading modem 
ang^ery. 

' la its towering shadow;>a 
thatdbed-Foof replica of 
' William ' Shakespeare’s 
tdtb cranny Globe Theatre 
is making an incongruous 
comeback on the rejuvenat- 
ed southem riversi^. 

Long coopered the poor 
cousin of the bus^giieait- 
land of London, the . south 
bank of the - Thames is 
.being transformed as pro- 
ranging a new 
pedestrian bnd^ to a glass^ 
covered walkway emerge.' 
from the stuff- of dreams 
into reality. . 

Most ambitious is the 
plan to turn the vast bank- 
side power station into, tbe 
Tate Gallery of Modem Ait 
in a £106 million ($164 
million) conva^n (&e to~ 
open in the year 2000. 

With unrestiic^ views 
of Sl Paul’s Caibedkal 
dir^y across the iiyer» the 
Tate conversion . .vrill 
include a rooftop restaurant 
and indoor piapa etqtected 
4ft to. bring new Ufe .m one of 
London’s poorest lueas. - 
“Just as the Pompidou 
Centre has siid6essfiiny 
attracted to a previ- 

ousfy negjected ' area' of 
Paris, the jegenetton of 
bankside wiU create a new 
focus south of the Thames 
and revitalise the. azea," 
said National Heritage Sec- 
retary Vitginia Bottou^ey. 

New . restaurant^ small 
designer .studios low- 
rent housmg for Ipcal' p^ 
pie are all linked 1^'a iian- 
gudl riverside walkway, far 
com the roar (tf tr^c 
alohgsi^ die nonhtba^ 
The-souA baiik s^-was 
once die rateitainihra 
tiict of Lc«do]a,..hjQine to 
rowdy ih^ thea|3B!S;.and 
beaivbaiimg :pit5 
rer^.ofajnb^tic^py^ 


river in-die dty. ^ 

. In the . IS^ -centuiy it 
became an area of whales, 
waiehouses-and prisons but 
it suff9|^.;.hravy.bpomhm 
in iLT^ 

latiou ; shrunk ff6m.'^,0D0- 
atfhe tom'oftbe.cehh]ay 
.4,000in,J?70. V. 

. For ' .more, dinn ' nw. 

. decades'the cracrete lorao- 
liths-^ the liadoiiiEiih theatre 
and ^ f^val hall stc^ 
in lohdy i^latioaion 
south book, sucFound^'.^ 
derelict land and “cm- 
board dty” racra^gprats 
of homdessp^H- 

Londmis-'^/Tast 
eiqiQrimrat wji& xdgieium-. 
don.in 4^ doc1dauds.:area;' 
where office-'Uockssiiid ^ 
tOweiing -Graaiy W harf 

stand as ..monuments ito 
ger-ricltguick . '.li^hef-. 
years, -the soutti bank’is 
makeover -il - nioire. ^ie^- 
meal'and people-hie^y^ 

Eiesidents,bariEues$es ^ . 
locd county are pi^linj^. 
ideaf 4md ;^resoarc^ after 
- locsd p^ple - w&^-'a'bkiri 
. p^mers- in :^'late 
1970fe- over.’ afiwOpo^ ■ 
' office . and - hotd.'. derolop- ' 
merit- and succeeded hi buy- 
ing pari of thevland'tb^' 
sdves.‘ . 

‘Tb^-'lias-.''hera' a* sra'- 
. cha^juf^riii^inthelast. 

. five yeai$,”/s^. Jan -?]u 
ett, director Com-Stieet 
Conmuziuty Bi^dess. 

“The econqtmcs of devd- 
OpOM have changed: • 
Ihere is more dnter^t in 
. sh<^, , cmerihg '. and. hous- ; 
m& ^wBc^ 'is t^y ‘what 
the aira neededrether tfaan.^ 
more r^ces .which was.the:: 
econidauc-push.-dnrihg^ 
197ds,VMr. Th^ett^' ' : ‘ ; 

Cdin Str^ : Gbo^zhi^ity ' 
Builders Imve ’^tran^^ 
a derelict m^Tpacldng 
waxdiouse iiu diri' ^ Oxo 
Tower- imd‘’S"dpn:|^ 
low-rent - S^ai^ekiS''' ' 
local families .ar^.'.aitists 
. studios. .• 


UQQk on Kashmir — ^so insightful and 
porieptive that it is almost prophetic’ 


Store H^ey Nichols — a 
favourite haunt of Princess 
Diana-' for an. upmarket 
\ restaurant with -stnaiung 
.VK4«Ssd!£SiDiiie of Lohdion^ 
..'mo^;^w^ landfharks. 

Mon^-from the &gely- 
suee^s^ ’Tiationai lottery, 
started in 1994,- is wcour- 
aging-aifistic proje^'ljke 
fire Tate Gallery conyefrion 
diaf w^uia not ba^% ^ off 
' the before. 

A 'pl^oned pedKcrian. 

. btidgd;^ the -£^. across 
the iThaines for iOp- years 
V — *dje in^.;'te . 

' ‘Galle^'ito the sU^..(xf^L . 
BajUl^^pto^ding a-liHeBue 

Tpf SLra^n’s" top -tourist'^ 
-"'at&aCdras.' - : 

• has.-:a phena&en^ 
locaQ'ca&--- It''-, is literaily • 
-'^.^etweeS -die' city and ther 
''^WsriB^-Ihereisa' .. 
. -'ric pppcimn^ in tfae riyer- 
' wflk 

.--Ntt&-: -BaDk; there is no 
.' fb^ '.beside"-it,'*' s^.rh^ 

;• .'Vi- ‘ , 

al^. iin^-^b^y 
. m - i^cuqs up tfae . a^ 

V .- around nearby rWtuerlbo 
SticipD^ now Butoeimb’s g^te- 
'':^y'tO‘LradQn as .ilie >ter?. ' 
' minal for Eucostar trains 
.•'-^firiijdjiig-^&ough foe (foaur. 
.nelnumeL 

Yjadjfig ;' ^^tish .architect' 
*'*-Sir I^chaB hie" 

.- bera'^dkmpaignmg for a 
: - :(tecade- for fire 'c^^oeration ‘ 
of the Kfver Thmnes,' ududh 
^ he :see$ as: j^jodw most 
. ^ under--u^’ ^set ; .. " 

*'He has juj^nM plam " 
f. -for a glass craopy linking 

bide. widi venUeS^ out- ' 

' f 'do(^ cafes rad lerianriiDts. . 

. ’^fozuj^isgivratotbe' 

'I JErichaid Rbge^ scheme, to - 
\'raclose'fo^ foufo bank cei3- 
tre-m'gi^' ^ finally 
■ •-•‘b^Jn-toledibss'fo^^^ 
.^imbalance between London 
; . north and south :q£ foe 
r rlhames,’’ s^d 
- s'Tfer^ceCJ^in^'.; . s. ■ 


. By Aziz Haniffa 

WASBONGTpN — Ihe new 
. United - Siat^. secretary .of 
stafe,^ -^M^ieine Ahui^t, 
may not bC an expen on Aaa, 
least.of all Sootfa-Asia, since 
her specMty^ a. researcher 
piofe^atGeeicgetownUni- 
-versi^; here in the late 198C^ 
and eady 1990s- was .Russian 
forei^ policy rad Central 
and East-Europera pbhdcs. 

But if she rere^ a.-book on 
Kashnwir written, by her laie 
father, Josef Ko^Sel, it would 
■probably ^ give; a-drash 

eniiree nm thft-Ijie^feal-Kaclr-- 

ground to most 

. con^dousi^uesm foe s^- 
contineiit that bedevilled 
fedia-Piakisriih'iTelatioins since 
p^tk^ 

The Kashmh''' imbro^o is 
of mch grave* Concern:' that 
' maiiy peoptein'meU^.-intel- 
j^en^ grades- ji^eve it 
could' spark a' hiicl^ con- 
fiontatioD betw^ lh^;and 
Pakistan, imfo ; ihtenuiibiial 
lepercosaoDsii'. ' .^, ■ 

Eorbel’s 3^1-page book. 
“Dangpr in Kasimm’' pub- 
lished foe Ainoetpn Dni- 
verdty Press in 19^ is so 
insi^itfoJ- and ~ per ce pti ve 
beyond its comprehensive 
historical badcgtojiimd 'foat it 
-retains'- ra -xznmcdhuy foat la- 
. almost prophetic.. 

KoibdL.a Orech dijploniat, 
defected U>' tbe U.S. in late 

* 194S to escape Ccraxpraism. 

after having IQdl~C7i^(slo- 
vj^ six years to 

es^pe foe Nazis. Jori before 
' he defectec^ he' was' Qiedi 
-xepiesentative on Kashmir, 
based in Paras. 

Jn-foat capacity, he visited 
Iddia'rad. Pa]dstaD, aiid met 

• -unfo Piime Mimstex Nehra 
rad .several other Indian rad 
-PakiscuD leaders as part of 
: foe negotiating tearn- . 

jpuring his visiLto;hidia, be 
went fo 'Kasiumr^^ra met 
whh-SheildL Abdullah, fether 
(^foe'emrent chief minister. 

amd oifaed ^^r^ Of 

- differentri fklibns.- , Ji[oibd 


continued to weak on the 
; Kashmir problem for foe 
UN., even after he bad 
obtained, political asylum in 
foe U.S. Then, in 19^. be 
was offered a position teach- 
ing international lejations at 
foe University of Denver. 

In a foreword to die book. 

. which was funded by a gram 
. from foe Rockefeller Foin^- 
tion to., tile Sodal Science.' 
Foundation of the University 
of Denvra then Fleet Admiral 
Chester W. Nimiiz said te 
. ICmi)d.'‘1s ’eminehtly qui^- 
fied to pi^t an accurate 
and impartial account of the 
.Kashmir crisis down m the 
present . 

He noted 'tiiat Korbel bad 
served on foe UN. Commis- 
sion oh India and Paldstan 
“during its early rad critical 
days, aiidth.-tiiat craaciQ' vis- 
ited India, Pakistan, and 
Kashmir, and.coofected with 
their leaders rad met their 
peopled” He. called the book 
“a vmy inq>ortrat contribu- 
tion to hist^,’’ adding: “In 
our rraidly j^Hniring world, 
there' are few people left 
unaffected by disturtraces in 
other areas, even foou^ such 
upheavals are remote or far 
removed. 

‘ “Certainly a fospute tiiat . 
. involves one^fiffo of the 
: world’s population, and tiiat 
can erupt into a world war, 
bears careful watching.” 

' Nimitz strongly recramiend- 
ed Korbel’s “authoritative 
' accounL” Dennis Kux. a 
retired senior State Dqpart- 
-ment diplomat who served in 
Delhi ' and Islamabad and 
wrote an acclaimed book 
about India-U.S. relations. 
‘Estranged Democracies,” 
told lodBa Abroad that Kor- 
bel’s book had - bm “an 
invaluable reserafo tool” for 

him. ..• 

Koibel, in tiw prefece to foe 
book, which he dedicated to 
his ■ wife, . Mandula, argued 
that not only for reasons of 
tile subcoiuiiieat’s “prospetir. 
ty. but. also for “peeply.conir 


pelling reasons of its securi- 
ty.” neifoer India, Pakistra 
“nor die rest of the free world 
can afford to see tins animos- 
ity coutiziue, an animosity of 
which the struggle for I^sh- 
mir is not only foe principal 
external evidence, but also 
die principal continuing 
source of infection.” 

He warned that “if a satis- 
factoiy solution cannot be 
found. The danger of an 
explosion remains ever pre- 
sent” Koibel whose massive 
research for the 'bocdi: includ- 
ed U.N. documents and 
newqtaper clippings and sev- 
eral bo^ on India, Pakistan 
and .. Kashmir, inelmting 
Nehru's ‘Tbe Discovery of 
India,” punctuated his ^ting 
by describing the beau^ and 
splendour of Kashmir, which 
evidently had mesmerised 
him.' 

He said the “real cause of 
all foe bitterness and blood- 
shed, all the venomed speech, 
the recalcitrance and the sus- 
picion that ha-ve diaracterised 
the Kashmir dispute -is the 
uncompromising rad peihaps 
uncompromisable struggle of 
two. ways oi life, two eon- 
crats political organisa- 
tion, two scales of values, 
two spiritual aoitudes that 
find themselves locked in 
deadly conflict, a conflict in 
which Ka.Amir has become 
both symbol and battle- 
ground. “These two irrevoca- 
bly opposed positions may be 
(foanuxerised thus: To India, 
the subcontinent is 
inescapably one nation. To 
Pakistra, it is just as 
inescapably two. 

“Tbe examinatioa of foe 
intensity of these two beliefs, 
their nature, their origins rad 
the events diat were and 
remain the ejqnossion of their 
conflict is esseorial to the fell 
undeistandtog of tins con- 
flict’s present-day symbol, 
Kashmir.” He said that Nefam 
had believed “deeply and 
passionately in - the national 
unhy inf all him,.h; 


was a natural consequence of 
the centuries of common his- 
tory, of common achieve- 
ments, common suffering and 
the mutual influences foe 
varied cultures and customs 
of its diverse pet^des.” 

Mohammad Ali Tinnahj foe 

Muslilh leader in partition, 
‘liad no patience with 
Nehru’s philosophy on the 
oneness cf the Indian nadon,” 
Koibel wrote. “To Jnmah. the 
Hindii-Muslun differences 
were of feudamental charac- - 
tec; tile cleavage too deep and 
sentiments too bitter for any 
lasting uni^. 

“What was to Nehru ‘uniiy 
in diversity’ was to Jinnah 
‘conflicting ideas,’ and even 
more aggravating to him was 
the idea of political unity.” 

The struggle for Kashmir, 
according to Koibel, was “in 
every sense another batde in 
this continuing and by now 
izcational war of ideals.” 

“In foe mindg of Nehru and 
the Congress. Kashmir is in 
miniature another Pakistra, 
and if this Muslim nation can 
be successfully governed by 
India, then tii^ philosophy 
of secularism is vindicat^" 
he emphasised. “Moreover, it 
would ease the tension 
among those 40 million Mus- 
lims ufoo still find diemselves 
on Indian soil But converse- 
ly, should the Muslim nation 
Kashmir rgect its present 
status and \3y pl^iscite 
accede on the basis of its reli- 
gion to Pakistan, then reli- 
gious affinities and argu- 
ments of emotion (would) 
have once more triunqrbed.” 

Thar would have been “a 
damaging blow to Nehru’s 
theory of secularism, and no 
one knows it better fora 
Nehru,” Koibel added. 

Some of tbe most notable 
passages in foe book peitain 
to Korbel’s meedngs with 
Nehru when the UN. com- 
mission visited India after the 
World War 1 with Pakistan 
: over Kashmin 
! J lunched 


Nehru, he talked finely and 
full about the problem,” Kor- 
bel recalled. 

During that meeting Nehru 
for the first time “revealed 
sc^cism about a plebiscite 
and expressed the foought 
that he would not be opposed 
to the idea of dividing the 
country between India rad 
Pakistan," Koibel add&l 

He also recalled his meet- 
ings with Sheikh Abdullah 
rad the walks he took with 
him in the “famous Shalimar 
Gardens,” which Kofoel 
described as “even ^more 
beautiful than legend would 
lead one to believe.” Then he 
said: *The story of Sheikh 
Abdullah is a sad and sorry 
one. It is tbe story of a patri- 
ot, once passionately devoted 
to his people’s welfare, but 
one whose patriotism was too 
shallow to rejea the tempta- 
tions of power." 

He wrote that AbduUah. 
“once a fighter," had “turned 
into an opportunist, and 
worse, a dictator who at die 
end found himself entangled 
in the web of his own meth- 
ods rad policy." 

In the concluding para- 
graphs of die book, Koibel 
said: “Kashmir may have 
started as a local issue 
between India and PakUtra, 
and Prime Minister Nehru 
may now thoroughly dislike 
wl^ he cmiriders improper 
foreign intervention in foe 
dispute. 

“Even as Jawaharlal Nehru, 
in the interests of his coun- 
try's peace and security, feels 
justified, rad rightly, to be 
actively concerned with the 
international iiiqiUcations of 
die problems of a faraway 
Korea, South Africa, Sudan, 
Tkniisia, Morocco rad Kenya, 
so do ofoer countries share, 
for the same compelling rea- 
sons, an equal interest in the 
final solution of the vexing 
question of Kashmir." 

.... Abroad 


not always win 


By GtoMafi^tb 

SEVERAL 'WE|^£S . ago, 
when 170Mi(fo^ra school- 
children ym infected ^th- 
b^titis '-A- 'af^^ 'eati^ 

tainted strawbMTie.^rtpnrt- 

ed from Me^ifoi t^'hafibn 
wondered ofo^ yutis^ 

es hud lEiac^ria . mli^t 
luteh^. a'iide ;^^^ fob 
bon^ on . fi^^uffEs. 
h£|OOOigaQism$^ 'Jl . hta 
oih, are but 'a iiny^it of a 
^owdng pcoble&fjEveiy- 
day'‘ hor^ ofi^.-fiorugn 
injects, plants and-.atum»lg 
ihfiltiate foe United Stares. 

. There are SOOf-inlQion 
£fdkjst$ floudng - into foe 
p . United States each' year — 
about. 80^ per cent through 
Pool (u Mianu '—r an d 
toiines of fiesh fi&t; ^g- 
et^les and grains where 
alien insects canTride'^iiL . 
fe7*Pl6iida.al(«ie,;i^ 
oasts' have' tallied fome 
1300 established . alira 
plant species,, some of 
wduch have, .^e^il^- 
iincouiued acres.^:. 

.Today the scafe of tbe 
international t raffic jn flora 
and fauna is so vast — - and 
tile, resulting haza^ to' 
^idculture and ecosystems 
potentially so great — foat 
-th^ is &-wh.ole 1031^ of 
sdeiice' devoted fo the mili- 
teris tio sounding': study of 
:^vasion Uology.” 

'Hdw. '^ra, Uibiild' one 

leactiO foe news that sdien- 
|tis^.in,.an aoempt to deal 
arei vaiipudy 
dUezis, ioimlgrrats, 
xrafiphytiK of. simply, 
mn^uced specres. axe opt- 
.‘ bring in still mcm 
e»j^ Isn’t this 

feoI|uE^.?' • '* 
F(Klexample^*tbe United 
S|a(^J>^tmebt of Agri- 
:cnli^#.aboutio do a con- 
' iroll^|^3rase of tbe snout 
'b^eJ’^jr.Lcpcabatcbie to 
|j^:^;of foe Aus- 
a tree 

w^i^ js/spreii^^ across 
'd^^Ex;^ad^;.at a rare of 
abfes’a day, form- 
. jtickets that 

active plants; 
';^!^tle, also 
mrialeuca 
the most 



tested bugs fe hi^bzy; so it 
prob^y rand :up[ 

eating iqahpga^ of .T>a^ 

- Bu^fite^’^Out^tbee^.i^ 
foe only 

beregdiafteid.fo gobbleiup n 
pest_ Re^aiidra .. in 
Gainesitille^ .Fjerida-^have 
. finished' jjjgp - Bia^in- &ld 
tests -of ,a >pa^tic .flyy.;fo 
phodd^^-m^ 
nativeffre xvJndi:haNe 
' rift«mp ed ,-|n. : U: .SOlfoteCn. 
stares. upon 

foe ants’..-, l^e 

tesearcbeis hope to do 
dOQT tests in Gainesrille 
fhis sunuher and timi to 
turn tile flies loose in 
natuze. 

Spedagitor-godfe 

This.spntegy,' Imown as 
biologid^ ccmtrbl — fi^t- 


rag.'^nature' rafo 
jiJbra^fiad^some sptiira^ar. 
^ £u^ize& Take foe can&te^ 


^ oblige- $u^ 
^^'r^.against-'fo 


^cane 


^u;iteturaliscx^^ 
W l^ggatt to 
cane to^v was 
' i^^;tp get rid of h beetle 
: ri^ ^vastaiSif the 
clops: 

- -.^lafes^heipetologist 

Jl, sv^^i^ 
Ey^^ades 
“B;eedes 'fly . ai 
•-;aigbirrad inagcesCTble, 
td^ 'toads.’’ So tlte' voiia- 
' to^ to eveiyfoiijg 
else, having a field d^.in- 
^ -imder-exploited niche. 

^ Soon 102 toads turoed-into 
a^fiiSiOiL ; ■ - 

Apr'>thiidc.'o^ stqtie of 
' '■ ei^ogy tnfoooks, foelodi- 
mongoose, ' ' .which 


. Hawaii imported ti5.^ rats 
•th^. were .oveziunUfitg'.ct^ 
fields,' Be&weeo l8|3^and 
1885, foe 'mamri^ ^;were 
' brought in, leading lidt o^ 
to .a small drop in .the rat 
po[hil^on but fo ' the 
destruction of grouijij^nesc- ^ 
ing u0ve birds foiougbout 
foe islands. ' 

'Then foere was' Kiidzu. 
i^foqiigh not tohtiic^ 4 
bibcoritroh' agent, diis' 
Japanese plane was planted 
.raross foe Americifo south 
during to 1930s as an ero- 
sitm-bustei; it now blankets . 
whole landsc^tes, ruining - 
native h^tats. Or recall 
tile amval of tO^na, a fish . 

‘ meant to take care of ' 
'bydri]la,'a runaway exotic ! 
aiqiiatic plant foat clogs 
Fkmda /waterways: the 
tilapia didn’t make a major 
dent in the problem fo^ 


were supposed .to solve but 
fo^ did maziage to drive 
out native fish,; especi^y 
large-mouth bass, .to prime 
fieshwatex sport'fish. 

It is'cases like these that 
'make ecologists fiown on 
‘.using vertebrates', and 
’jim phthians . as COhtlDlS. 

- Yet there have been suc- 
cesses, cases where insects 
imported to take care of a 
runaway colleague or an 
invasive plant have done 
their wo^ with limited 
impact on other -species. 
Parasitic wasps have 
proved belpfiil in Califor- 
nia’s orchai^. Beetles ffom 
Eirope and northern 
African have pushed I^a- 
math weed but'of some five 
mfllion acres of jrangel^ 
in foe WesL In to South, 
flea beetles have thwarted 
alien alligator weed. 


Peter Room, an eniomol- 
ogist .ac to Centre for *Tn)^ 
Pest Management in 
Brisbane, Australfe, has had 
successes all over the world 
with a Brazilian beetle. 
Hist he cleared 500 acres in 
Lake'Mondaoa of a free- 
floating aquatic species 
calfed- .Salvinia molesta. 
Then, he introduced to 
beetle to Sri Lank^ Zam- 
bia. Kenya, Fiji and 
Malaysia. When foe costs 
and benefits of to Sii 
Lanka project were taUiedt" 
to return for every $1 
spent was $53, and farmers 
were 'saved 1,673 hours of 
clearing salvinia for every 
hour of work by scientists. 

It is no wondCT foat in foe 
1960$, biological controls 
were tonted as to “green” 
aheruative to pesticide rad 
herbicides. But now foe 


supporte r s exf biocontrols 
are duldng it out with scep- 
tical ecologists over what 
“success” and “safety** re^- 
ly mean. And some focmer 
supporters of biological 
controls, notably Daniel 
Simbedoff, a Inologist at 
Florida State Universi^, 
have changed Qi ei r minds. 

Mr. Simbulaff suggests 
that to impact of biocon- 
trols on nao^ systems has 
not been adequately - 
assessed and they should be 
a last resort 

Of course, as the ecolo- 
gists are battling it out, 
exotic species that are not 
part of any controlled pro- 
gramme are coming to our 
shores everyday, with to 
possibility- of wreaking 
havoc. Id its 1993 report foe 
Office of Technology 
Assessment said tbe uation 


spends at least hundreds of 
inillions of dollars each 
year to extirpate exotic 
spedes foat endanger native 
species or threaten agricnl- 


Uniotended consequences 

Biocontrols are, naturally, 
also subject to the law of 
unintended consequences. 
Even though scientists may 
know a fiur amount about 
an ecosystem, they can 
never predict with complete 
accuracy what will happen 
when they release a new 
exotic species. But after all 
is said and done, teking a 
considered risk may be ^- 
ter than sitting around while 
foe invading hordes run 
riot. 

The New York Times 
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Government frees prices of maize and barley 


By Ghalia Alul 

Spi-fitil lo ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an attempt 
to gradually increase the 
role of the private sector in 
the economy, the Ministiy 
of Indusiiy, Trade and Sup> 
ply decided to float the 
prices of maize and barley, 
according to Ahmad Kreis- 
han. seerelaiy genera! for 
supply at the ministry. 

The new measure is part 
of the ministry s efforts to 
remove the price ceiling on 
all food commodities 


e.Tcept wheat. 

"When we reach a con- 
viction that the private sec- 
tor is capable to resume its 
role in dealing with a com- 
modity, the ministry s role 
will be limited only to 
monitoring the price and 
quality of the product." 
Mr. Kreisban told the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday. 

Last month, the minisuy 
flouted the prices of fruits 
and vegetables, but con- 
sumers complained that the 
decision has led to a con- 
siderable increase in 


prices. 

The public also described 
the flouting of prices as 
detrimental to consumer 
interests especially those 
who regard fruits and veg- 
etable.s as some of the least 
expensive foodstuffs. 

Mr. Kreishan said that, 
however, the floating of 
prices will guarantee com- 
petition and lead to a posi- 
tive impact on the con- 
sumers. 

“The consumers should 
try to adapt to the new' sit- 
uation as this new mecha- 


nism has to take its ume," 
Mr. Kreishan added. 

Ai Ra'i Arabic daily 
quoted Industry. Trade and 
Supply Minsiter Hani 
Mulki as saying that the 
government will not let 
any sudden increase in 
international wheat prices 
aifect the citizens, adding 
that wheat will continue to 
be a government imported 
commodity. 

Dr. Mulid added that the 
private sector will still be 
allowed to import wheat. 


Oil prices face more losses if OPEC restraint fails 


LONDON (Ri — Oil prices 
vieadieJ Fridty :uniii talk of 
ihinner North Scu supply next 
mimih hut analysts warned 
r.iilure CO rein in OPEC pro- 
diiciion and ample stocks 
would spark I'unher ios.ses in 
the medium term. 

Renchnurk Ba'iu crude oil 
iuiures for June delivery set- 
tled -4 cents higher at 
a haiu‘1 in London. coiiso!i> 
dating the week's SU-ceni 
gains. 

Traders said the prospect of 
a heavy June programme of 
mtnmenanee work in the 
North .Se:i. which wa.s c.\pect- 
ed to hiie into the supply of 
Brent and other regional 
crudes, lent support U> prices. 

The Paris-ba.scd Inlcr- 
naiionul Energy Agency ( 1E.A ) 
revised up its forecast of 
demand for oil fiwm the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Expivrting Countries tOPEC) 


in the second quaner by 
lOO.lXW barrels per day t.bpd). 
a result of delayed stan-ups of 
new non-OPEC capacity and 
muinicnunce schedules. 

But the lE.A also forecast a 
trend-bucking increase in 
global supply in the second 
quarter "despite North Sea 
maintenance and seasonal 
declines in the I'.S. and Cana- 
da." 

Coming on top of a 2-Q.OOO 
barrels per day (bpd) rise in 
OPEC output in April, and the 
lowest full in OECD industry 
Stocks for any winter since 
1990. further production 
giowih w as likely to tip prices 
lower again, the EEA said in its 
latest monthly market repon. 

"The absence of a stock- 
dmw in the first quarter of 
1997...is seen as a beari.sh sig- 
nal for oil moikets for the 
remainder of the year." the 
W^i's enerttv watchdog said. 


AdtcrtiwiDent 

CEB appointed as the sole distributor for Microewn; Global 
quality, local expertise 

COMPUTER £ ENGINEERING Bureau (CEB) has announced its 
.ippointment as the authorised and sole distributor for Microcom 
cwoducis m Jordan. 

Microcom is a well-known name worldwide in the fields of 
communications, particularly in remote access and central site 
communications solutions. These solutions include a wide range of 
moderns, that suit different needs for users at all levels, and 
communications management solutions and software. 

The solutions offered by Microcom are of importance, due to the 
fact that they cater to the fast-paced changes in the modem 
business environment, which includes today two main types of 
communication: central site cornmumcations and remote access 
communications. 

Remote access communications, in particular, are emerging as a 
maior area due to advancements in Internet technologies and 
networking in general, enabling the easier flow and exchange of 
information inside and outside the office. 

As ter Microcom's remote access solutions, they include a number of 
modems and communications software that' provide secure and 
consistent communications. Among the family of modems, there is the 
Desk Pone range lor mainstream users and me Travel Porte range 
lor notebook users (or users on the move). In addition, there is a 
special series ol modems produced by Microcom, known as the 
FAST Travel Porte and FAST Desk Porte . 

As lor central site solutions, products include Microcom Access 
iniegrator which oilers a robust, fault-tolerant design geared to 
complex, enierptise-wide networks. It is architected to help 
numframc and minicomputer users to make the move lo LAN 
iroiicalion environments. Among Microcom's ether products is the 
Hi.ih Density Management Systems (HDMS> which piays provides 
.tiueh more roiiabilitv for dial-up networks mslallabcns as it secures a 
:ii'ih pc'ccniage ct successful connection tor a -.vide spectrum cl 
'icderr, makes and models 


The IE A said the 1 1 -mem- 
ber group produced 27. 1 3 mil- 
lion bpd in April, leaving its 
own self-imposed but long- 
ignored ceiling of 25.03 mil- 
lion bpd even fuaher behind. 

Several OPEC minister^ in 
Iran for a conference includ- 
ing the group's president. 
Libya'.s Abdullah Salem AI 
Badri, have called this week 
for ihe production ceiling to 
be frozen at the full ministeri- 
al meeting in Vienna next 
month and for individual 
members to exercise quota 
di.scipline. 

The ministers warned that 
without plugging their leaky 
quota system sliding oil 
prices, which have shed about 
25 per cent since the start of 
1997. could fall further and 
put all too familiar pressure on 
national budgets. 

But analysts said the call for 
action, led by price-hawk Iran 
and Kuwait, one of only three 
core Gulf OPEC members 
keeping capacity in mothballs, 
would fail on deaf ears. 

Urey saw little chance that 
OPEC's biggest quota busters, 
heavily represent^ at the con- 


ference by Venezuela and 
Nigeria, would stand by their 
renewed promise of collective 
resirainL 

“They have taken the com- 
mercial road, invited in for- 
eign investment and raised 
capacity. They’re not going to 
sit on that capacity and hand 
back market share to non- 
OPEC" said an OPEC dele- 
gate. 

“Even when prices fall 
OPEC won't cuL.. A pro- 
longed period of oversupply 
is in prospect," said Geoff 
Pyne, oil analyst at UBS 
Global Research. 

Growing supplies have 
been absorbed into storage so 
for this year but with stocks 
rising at around two million 
bpd. most companies will 
have put enough ^ away by 
the end of June, analysts said. 

“Any boost to oil supplies 
that threatens to take stocks 
above the current lower 
desired level will cause 
prompt prices to fall sharply." 
said the Centre for Global 
Eneigy Studies in a report 
released Fridav. 


Superbly Furnished Apartment 
ForRentlnSwefi^h 

Furnished and decorated by an American lady for own use. Area 
237m2. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large famlly-TV room. Beautiful 
living-dining room, study, laundry room with automatic washer and 
dryer. Fully-equipped kitchen. Wall to wall carpeting. Built-in 
cupboards in all rooms. Quality furniture imported or custom built. | 

Satellite. 2 TV's, phone, tax garage etc.... etc. 

Annual rent only 

Call Dr. Khalid 863830 - 12 noon - 6 p.m. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Fastlink and Afkar promoseven are partners in success 
JORDAN MOBILE Telephone Services (Fastlink) has appointed 
Afkar Promoseven as its advertising agency responsible for 
handling advertising, marketing and public relations projects. 
The appointment, to lake effect immediately, was agreed upon 
at a meeting held on May 5th, 1997. 

Fastlink is the pioneer mobile telephone company in Jordan. 
Through the use of state-of-the-art technology and high quality 
service, it aims to provide Jordan with communication facilities 
necessary for advancing into the 21st century. After 
Promoseven is among a network of fourteen branches that m^e- 
up Fortune Promoseven's International group with operations 
and affiliations in the Middle East Far East. Europe and the U.S. 

I Fortune Promoseven provides advertising, marketing and public 
relations services for multinational clients as well as m^or local 
I clients through the local offices. 


Peanuts 


YES MAAM, I THINK OUR 
ROOF IS LEAKIN6 A6AIN.. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 
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0.7080 

3.7504 

02770 
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22972 

02324 
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02280 
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02666 

0.1886 
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02832 
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507726 

02311 
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- 
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02602 
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02450 

22660 

0.1960 
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- 
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0286S 

0299 
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02892 
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0 
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02721 
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0223 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Surrounded by 
5 Musical groups 
10 Gets started 

14 Peter Lorre 
character 

15 In regard to 

16 Be unafraid 

17 Sh^Iey product 

18 Fancy pastry 

19 Toward the 
mouth 

20 With “DonX" 
pleato the 
weatherman 

23 Muse number 

24 Kind of maid 

25 Argue frivolously 

26 Is an also-ran 

31 Melville (^xjs 

32 Add salt and 

pepper 

34 Narrow bed 
37 Pour 

40 Terminus 

41 Chemica] 
compounds 

42 A Frtzgeraid 

43 Aisle attendant 

44 At a later time 

45 in short supply 
48 Do in 

50 stays mainly 
in the plain” 

56 Extreme anger 

57 Tree trunks 

58 "Bellson her— " 

60 Egyptian 
goddess 

61 Farewell, Pierre 

62 Pitcher 

63 Mosqwto 

64 Della or Peewee 

65 Pedestal section 
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by Frank Jackson 


DOWN 

1 Qec.unit 

2 Wasteland £uea 

3 Vii^inia wOlow 

4 Sovereignty 

5 Wand 

6 Have — to pick 

7 Standard 

8 Obligation 

9 Short distance 
10 Is extreme 

fond of 


1 1 Diamond weight 

12 Commerce 

13 Passover feast 

21 Zero 

22 Change for the 
better 

25 Central part 

26 “—for All 
Seasons" 

27 Notftingness 

28 Surgicaliy useful 
beam 

29 Gravely ridges 

30 Family members 

32 Obi 

33 Major end 

34 Your^ horse 

35 Rirt, in a way 

36 Ruler 

38 Jai alai player's 
item 

39 Caused to 
coiiapse 

43 Troubled 
condition 

44 Europe peak 

45 Denude " 
-46 Pursue 
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47 Protection 

48 Leg joints 

49 Edition 

51 Construction 
worker's item 


52 Protuberance 

53 — Nastase 

64 Hawkeye State 

65 Neces^ 

59 Full house sign 


horoscope 

FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY, 
MAY 11, 1997 

By Thomas S.fiersoru 

Asirologer, C^nvU. 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 t6 
April 19 ) Ti>' to be more 
coc^jeraUve >Adih your f^- 
low business associa^ 
today, and you can all 
progress mree qoiddy. Let 
your superiMS see your 
talents and thereby you 
can succeed gretuly in tbe 
day ahead which will be 
desired. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Find a way to 
mate your daily routines 
more productive today, 
and also more enjoyable, 
invite a few friends to your 
home for the evemng 
thereby you- can mate 
them feel comfortable b> 
playing tiie perfect host 
GEMDflb (May 21 to 
June 21) Indulge yourself 
with some of your 
favourite pleasures today 
so that-you an be relaxed. 
Use your creative talents 
to further brighten a very 
memorable happy day 
which can be witii 
your loved ones if you so 
desire. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) 
Straighten out ai^ cOfBcul- 
ties with yourflu^y today 
and your borne 1^ 
more harmonious. Drive 
with the utmost care wfafle 
on the highway and there- 
by you can eliminate any 
difBcdlties v^ch you may 
encounter. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Be wary of missing 
any important appoint- 
ments today which you 
may have forgotten. You 
shoold. not become 
involved witli any 
strangers later this ev^ening 
or you- could regret die 
entire shuarion for occur- 
ring. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
S^itember 22) If you need 
some linmidal advice 
today, listen only to those 
persons who are reliable 
successful E<\]'oy 'a 
Vmce evening ' 'with your 
ibved ones by relaxing for 
ibe days ahead whidi 
should be quite hectic if 
you are not prepared. 
LIBRA: (SepKmber23 to 
October :U) This is a time 
when you can be quite 
succes^l at almost any- 
thing you auempt today, 
so don't be afraid to 
explore new avenues of 
expression. Later tiiis 
evening will be good 
meeting with close 
for some fun activities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Try to 
gain the information today 
which can make some 
secret wish a realiQ^. TTie 
truth would be very help- 
ful later this eveuing in 
improviog the situation at 
home with your loved 
ones so long as you don't 
alien ate v our loved ones. 
SACnTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 m December 21} 
If you agreed to share 
some career activities with 
a friend today, stick to 
your word or risk alienat- 
ing this person. Get plenty 
of rest later this evening so 
that you can taclde the 
obiig^ons you have for 
the days ahe^ 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 10 January 20) You 
can make some valuable 
new comacts today, and 
also improve your self 
nteem, by gettii^ 
involved in some charita- 
ble civic affair which get 
recognised by your com- 
munity and wUl lead to 
your success from a big- 
wig. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February I9j A few of 
your good friends need 
your help today to make a 
project successftiL so vol- 
unteer your services. The 
evening should be a happy 
on. so long as there won't 
be any difficulties witii 
your loved ones which 
should be avoided. 

PISCES; (February 20 to 
March 20) Your intuition 
is working quite well at 
this time, so take advan- 
tage of that situation. Be 
more thoughtiul anti kind 
of your mate later this 
evening and thereby you 
have a veiy romantic 
time with this person. 

BirthstoneofMav: 
Emerald ^ Citrine 
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Beat 


01 reo/ew oj- news from i£e ^^raSic ptess 

Shareholders want amendment 
to concession agreement between 
government and the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company 


** ALTHOUGH JD5.7 million in cash dividends 
will be distributed by the Jordan Petroleum 
Refineiy Company at an actual rate of 16 per 
cent, the general assembly, which approved the 
amount, called on the government to amend the 
concession agreement which governs dividends 
distribution and the company's operations mech- 
anism. 

The general assembly indicated that “the con- 
cession agreement does not correspond with the 
ambitions and expectation of the company to 
achieve a signifleant return based on a healthy 
and balanced relationship between all the pro- 
duction elements.'* 

Board member Ja mil Barakat de manHerf that the 
concession agreement be cancelled to enable the 
company operate on commercial bases. Stressing 
that such a step would benefit both the state trea- 
sury and the snareholders, Mr. Barakat said any 
dividends given to ^e shareholders do not corre- 
spond with the company's volume of activities 
and results of operations. Board member Ali Hin- 
dawi, who is an advisor at the J^me I^oistry, 
said modi^ing the concession agreement and 
reconsidering it is a political decision that should 
be looked into by a committee to amend it with a 
view to satis^ shareholders' demands. 

Board Chairman Alxlul Majeed Shoman told 
the general assembly ^at the company has 
recently sensed a response from the government 
to the eiforts of the management to modify the 
concession agreement and fined suitable solu- 
tions to the outstanding problems especially to 
the issue of dividends. He revealed that a draft 
agreement has been reached with the government 
and that it will be signed following the endorse- 
ment of the Cabinet. He pointed out that the draft 
agreemeoi took into consideration when it was 
prepared the interest of the company so as not to 
overburden the company with additional obliga- 
tions. 

Referring to the large debts of major Jordanian 
entities, Shoman indicated that the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company was withholding 
payments to the government for crude oil pur- 
chases ^uivalent to the dues owed to the refinery 
by the Ffoyal Jordanian, the Armed Forces and 
toe former Jordan Electric Authority which is 
now the National Electricity Company. He said 
the refinery could not continue financing the fuel 
supplies to the three aforementioned parties if 
they do not start paying the amounts they owe on 
time. Shoman said the refinery company has 
repeatedly requested Royal Jordanian to pay its 
obligations immediately but the airline has not 
responded. He indicated that ±e airline’s debts 
amounted to JD69.67 million at the beginning of 
1994 but the amount has risen by JD64.61 mil- 
lion to reach JD134.28 million at the end of 1996. 

According to the annual report, the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company recorded total 
sales of JD493.5 million during 1996. Out of this 
amount the company generated JD6.8 million net 
profit comparea to JD6.6 million in 1995. Total 
assets amounted to JD380.4 million of which 
around JD222 million were current assets. Share- 
holders equity totaled JD58.4 miUion at the end 
of last year (A1 Ra'i + Al Aswaq). 


rHE BETTER HALF. 



1 think I've alrea^ been cloned. 
Haven’t you noticed how much 
Tom Caiise and t look alike?” 


that scrambled word game 

0 by HwiriAmoW«ndM8« AnjWon 


Unscramble these four .bmbles, 
ons letter to each square, to form 
four orcBnOry words. 


Dinner tonight? 
7 + 


ORXA 

B 



no 




eiH71AiP«Ui«SIM 

H.ta. 


CanX tills 
tnanuscrfpi 
fa due 
. lu rnorrow 

U/ 


DYKEE 

H 


WEFTES 



_ 




WHALLO 



□□ 



WHY THB AOTHOR 
Hid 

PINNaR OFFaR. 

Now amnqe the eiicied letien to 
form the surprise answer, as sup- 
gesied by the ebowa cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers fomorrew) 

JurrUes: ACUTE CRIME PAUNCH EQU^E 
Answer; What she got when she martfed the 
fIstienTian — OUTTE A CATCH 


Flexibility helps Britain win 
battle for Asian investment 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Labour market flexibility 
and an aggressive approach 
to attracting capital, rather 
than historical ties or the 
English language, have won 
Britain the lion’s share of 
booming Asian investment 
in Europe, according to the 
authors of a major U.N. 
study. 

The stuify reported diat 
Britain has taken 40 per cent 
of all direct investment in 
the European Union (EU) 
fimn newly industrialised 
(Hong Koug, Korea. Tai- 
wan, Sings^re) or develop- 
ing Asian countries (Indone- 
sia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Thailand, China, 
India and Pakistan). 

Total investment from 
these countries is already 
running at over a billion dol- 
lars a year. Their share of all 
investment in the EU has 
increased five-fold since 
19^ and is set to go on ris- 
ii^ sbatply. 

Germany, with an econo- 
my nearly twice as large as 


Britain's, was second with 
30 per cent of Asian inward 
investmeni, foUowed by the 
Netherlands with 20 per 
ceoL 

Padma Mallampally, a 
U24. economist who 
worked on the report, said 
that while the use of English 
was frequently mention^ as 
a factor attracting invesi- 
ment to Britain, it was 
insignificant compared with 
basic cost considerafions. 

“The language barrier can 
be quite e^y overcome if 
the economic inducement is 
sufficiently strong,'’ she 
said. 

The U.K. had been a lot 
more welcoming to foreign 
direct investment while its 
more flexible labour maiket, 
which makes it easier for 
companies to hire and fire 
workers and to make use of 
part-time labour, made out- 
put there more competitive 
than elsewhere in the EU. 

'Flexibility definitely mat- 
ters. Nowbm in western 
Europe is an option for com- 


panies looking for low-w^e 
l<U)our but flexibili^ allows 
companies to ensure that 
costs are more closely 
linked to productivity." she 
said. 

The report also highlights 
cegulaiory and other barriers 
in other EU states that have 
helped Britain to win the 
battle for investment capital, 
contributing to a tumbling 
unemployment rate that 
contrasts sharply with the 
rising jobless figures else- 
where in Europe. 

These include, complex 
notification lequirements in 
Belgium, France and Spain, 
rules dictating management 
styles in Scandinavia and 
Italy, and overly bureaucrat- 
ic visa and residence permit 
procedures for company 
personnel throughout the 
EU. 

The repon also points to 
the between Britain and 
the rest of the EU, widening 
its st^re of investment from 
three of the four most 
advanced Asian economies 


— Hong Kong, Singapore 
and Taiwan — to above 50 
percent. 

It is these economies, 
along with Korea, that are 
expected to account for the 
bulk of the growth in Asian 
investment in Eurc^ for the 
forseeable future. Their 
combined outward invest- 
ment flows have outstripped 
those of Japan since 199L 

In the longer term .howev- 
er, Britain is likely to face 
greater competition, notably 
fit>m the new democracies 
of central and eastern 
Europe. 

Lo^r labour costs are 
making them an increasing- 
ly anractive destination for 
Asian manufacturers and the 
trend is likely to accelerate 
as countries like Poland and 
Hungary are brought into 
the Emq}ean Union, the 
r^rt says. 

Korean car group Daewoo 
has already acquired plants 
in Poland and the Czech 
Republic. 
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PAST 12 
BZCH 

MDNX8S 

— E»r 

OOdPUT'S RMa 

P / B 

OZT. 

NO. 

OP 

TRANS. 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALOB 

TRAOBO 

JO 

OPBB 

PRZeS 

CLOSE 

PRZeS 

eSAHSB 


259.000 213.000 

ARAB BARR 

11. a 

1.57 

1 

20 

8110 

255.50 

255.50 


s 

2.100 

1.680 

J0R.RATZ0IIAL BR. 

B 

0.00 

2 

350 

616 

1.79 

1.76 



2.480 

2.120 

IRDOSIRIAL DET.BX. 

8.0 

7.83 

2 

219 

473 

2.21 





4.250 

TH8 aoOSXRC BX. 

14.3 

4.09 

9 

722 

3417 

4.77 





2.440 

OCR.XDIOXT BARR 

18.5 

0.00 

10 

B665D 

216708 

2.56 

2.55 




.800 

JOR.eOLP BARK 

4.7 

8.86 

2 

1500 

1185 

.60 




4.050 

3.480 

JOR.ZSUU1ZC BARK 

14.5 

3.36 

10 

1900 

6797 

3.56 

3.57 



1.440 

1.000 

PBHAOBL.ZRT.BX. 

g 

0.00 

5 

1135 

1277 

1.12 

1.13 

.01+ 


BMK neXOR TODkLS DD8X: 192.37 scBBi 

-0.17 

41 

92496 

235582 





1.820 

1.450 

Jm.BL8CXRZC PIOl. 

8.0 

6.06 

42 

21974 

36593 

1.67 

1.65 



5.050 

4.100 

ARAB ZBIL.BonLB 

19.0 

2.67 

2 

100 

480 

4.62 

4.80 



2.650 

2.090 

saZPPZKC LXBRS 

13.7 

5.51 

1 

SO 

118 

2.36 

2.36 



1.480 

.930 

KATL. PORTPOCOO 


0.00 

6 

1800 

1782 

.99 

.99 


♦ 

9.790 

7.250 

ALRA'Z 

12:4 

7.25 

2 

ISO 

1035 

7.25 

6.90 

.35- 


3.720 

2.900 

ARAB Zm.ZllT.XDOe. 

7.9 

0.00 

4 

2100 

6342 

3.02 

3.02 



■■ -i.aso 

.960 

SUOCR BDOCarXOH 


0.00 

5 

5350 

5190 

.97 

.97 



2.230 

1.630 

omrzxD CO. 

7:7 

6.75 

6 

800 

1304 

1.63 

1.63 

- 


SKHVieS 

SCCtOA TOtUS IHDgZx 104.38 >CB6t 

■Kt.39 

68 

32324 

52843 





3.800 

3.060 

JOB. CBHBBT PACT. 

25.2 

2.94 

4 

379 

1414 

3.76 

3.74 

.02- 


.6.100 

4.9S0 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

13.4 

3.46 

a 

4SO 

2595 

5.70 

5.78 

.08+ 


10.400 

8.720 

JOB. PXTROL.RXnXARZ 

9.0 

9.53 

4 

230 

2146 

9.31 

9.33 
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ZHDDSntZAL OCaOf.BOR. 
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0.00 

IS 
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.05+ 
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3.040 
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9.7 
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.05- 
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6.650 

joR.cmuiMic mo. 
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2.86 

1 

S50 
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7.10 

7.00 

.10- 

♦ 

a. 100 

1.440 

JOft.PIPBS HAffiPCI'. 

17.7 

5.59 

a 

400 

972 

1.44 

1.43 

.01- 

♦ 

1.760 

1.160 

RAPXA mmsTRISS 

g 

0.00 

1 

500 

565 

1.16 

1.13 

.03- 


.960 

.450 

UTB8TOCX A POOLTn 

10.6 

0.00 

10 

8000 

4080 

.51 

.51 



.870 

.940 

■AXIOBAL ZHDS. 

8.3 

10.71 

1 

4250 

2380 

.55 

.56 

.01+ 


1.B40 

.700 

XMZSmiXO . PBXSO . CBEK. 


0.00 

13 

4400 

3193 

.73 

.73 



1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PBAni.CHBH. 

18.0 

4.96 

» 

5900 

8447 

1.41 

1.41 

m 


2.660 

1.410 

OWIV. HOOR.ZHDB. 

P 

.17 

a 

USO 

1863 

1.49 

1.49 



1.730 

1.130 

JCR. ZMD8.BB800RCBS 

15.2 

8.B5 

15 

7050 

7968 

1.13 

1.13 



1.230 

.840 

jest- KBB CABLE CO- 

15.9 

0.00 

9 

1860 

1618 

.87 

.87 

m 


1.330 

1.080 

iHZL. nnhcco 

27.1 

0.00 

S 

. 4618 

5311 

1.15 

1.15 

m 


1.400 

.860 

OIIXON CB. 6 TBB. 

2B.& 

0.00 

1 

2550 

2321 

.91 

.91 
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mniSZKIM, 8IC3DR TOZJtLS EIlDCXl 114.80 <CB6i 

40.47 

117 

53473 

74566 
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ZXMXs 150.93 >CBBi 

40.11 
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362992 
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.670 

.370 

CBITRRL CBB.STORACB 


0.00 

1 

100 

40 

.39 

.40 

.01+ 


.790 

.420 

JOK.TRADB FAC. 

10.9 

0.00 

5 

4400 

1846 

.42 

.41 

. 01 - 


.840 

.660 

ONION ZNT. SOS 


0.00 

1 

soo 

85 

.67 

.67 



.810 

.370 

ARAB STK.ISVBST. 


0.00 

10 

6350 

2858 

.44 

.45 

. 01 + 

N 

.950 

.730 

AL-SHARQ ZNV. 7SS 

E 

0.00 

1 

3200 

1536 

.73 

.73 


H 

.950 

.620 

AL-DAHLXZA8 75S 

14.0 

0.00 

1 

500 

185 

.63 

.62 

. 01 - 


.720 

.490 

RKK. TBl'FI l.» 


0.00 

3 

1600 

810 

.50 

.51 

. 01 + 


.810 

.400 

NA1S..IIDLT.BM6.RRBZCO 

B 

0.00 

13 

16600 

9095 

.52 

.55 

.03+ 


1.280 

.860 

ONIOH XOBAOOO 75< 

B 

0.00 

7 

3350 

2093 

.88 

.67 

.01- 


.770 

.550 

RA8Z PHAM. 65S 

B 

0.00 

4 

2470 

617 

.61 

.60 

.01- 


.620 

.390 

ZNM. BNO. 

25.9 

0.00 

4 

3000 

1250 

.41 

.42 

.01+ 


.950 

.760 

XNM. eSRBNXC 

21.2 

0.00 

2 
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608 

.80 

.81 

.01+ 


.820 

.590 

BA33..' POOLTRif 

B 

0.00 

3 

1S6S0 

10742 

.67 

.68 

.01+ 
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1.000 

1.000 

R>a.ALDIIZNZOM. 75S 

P 

0.00 

1 

100 

70 

1.00 

.95 

.06- 


.870 

.530 

KZD.XAST OOHPLBX 
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0.00 

8 

6850 

4521 

.66 
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63 
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Saudis to set up new 
petrochemical plant 


RTYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia has said it would 
build a new petrochemical 
complex at a cost of around 
S2.5 billion as pan of its 
ongoing programme to 
expand its chemical indus- 
try. 

The Saudi Yanbu Petro- 
chemical Company (Yan- 
pet). an affiliate of the 
industrial giant SABIC, has 
completed the engineering 
studies for the projecL 
which would be launched 
in the third quarter of 1997. 

The plant involves an eth- 
ylene cracker and other 
facilities with an annual 
production capacity of 

800.000 tonnes of ethylene, 

535.000 tonnes of polyeth- 
ylene and 410.000 tonnes 
of ethylene glycol, said 
Ibrahim Ben Salamah. 
vice-chairman of SABIC 
(Saudi Arabian Basic 
Industries Corporation). 

The project, to be ready 
in early 2000. will also pro- 
duce 260,000 toimes of 
polypropylene and 125.000 
tonnes of p>Tolysis gaso- 
line. 

Mr. Salamah said the pro- 
ject would make Yanpet 
one of Che largest petro- 
chemical complexes in the 
worid, with a capacity of 
more chan 1.6 million 
tonnes of ethylene and 
more than two million 
tonnes of derivative prod- 
ucts. 

"We and our partners 
reckon that Yanpet will 


realise significant capital 
and operating savings by 
integrating the new cracker 
into the existing complex." 
Mr. Salamah said in a state- 
ment. 

“This project will ftirther 
strengthen SABIC's posi- 
tion in the international 
petrochemical and plastics 
market,” he indicated. 

The project was first 
announced in May 1996. 
when the engineering study 
was approved by SABIC 
and its partner in Yanpet. 
the Mobil Yanbu Petro- 
chemical Company Inc., on 
affiliate of the U.S. Mobil 
Corporation. 

It is part of S.ABIC's 
plans to increase its output 
capacity to cake advantage 
of a projected grouih in 
demand in Asia and other 
areas following the creation 
of the World Trade Organi- 
sation. 

A SABIC official told 
AFP the expansions would 
boost Saudi Arabia's total 
production of perrochemi- 
cols. plastics, fertilisers and 
steel to 25 million tonnes in 
2000 from around 20 mil- 
lion tonnes at pre.sent. 

The Saudi government 
controls 70 per cent of 
SABIC's capital of 10 bil- 
lion rivals (S2.66 billion) 
while the rest is owned by 
individual inve.stor.s from 
the world's top oil producer 
and its Arab Gulf neigh- 
bours. 


China emerges as 
second largest personal 
computer market in Asia 


TOKYO (AFP) — Cliina 
ousted South Korea last 
year as the second largest 
market is Asia for personal 
computers, an industry 
momtoring group has said. 

International Data Coip. 
(IDC) said in a statement 
that personal computer 
(PC) sales in Japan rose 
39.1 per cent to 8.1 million 
units, followed by 2.12 inil- 
lioD units in (2hina, a rise of 
38.9 per cent. 

Sales of PCs in South 
Korea rose 30.4 per cent to 
1.97 million units, while 
PC sales In Australia 
increased 14.S per cent to 
1.39 million units, IDC 
said 

Those four countries 
accounted for 80 per cent of 
PC sales in Asia, which saw 
overall sales rise 32.1 per 
cent to 16.98 ntilliorr units 
last year. 

Sales were pushed up by 
lower prices, the develop- 
ment of local markets, the 
low penetration level of 
such equipment and grow- 
ing awareness of PC appli- 
cations, U.S.-based IDC 


said. 

"The maturation of 
China's PC market in 1996 
is clearly one of the year's 
biggest stories." said Dane 
Anderson. PC research 
manager at IDC Asia-Pacif- 
ic. 

"China's PC market has 
already been indentified by 
the world's largest PC ven- 
dors as one of the most 
important markets on the 
globe." Mr. Anderson said. 

"High growth rates and 
increasing volumes will 
serve to accelerate this 
trend and establish an even 
more competitive market 
place,” he said, adding: 

"Vendors that are not 
willing to take a long-term 
approach and invest sub- 
stantial capital and 
resources in ^eir (China) 
operations will certainly be 
left behind." 

IDC forecast that 1997 
would be a record year for 
the China market due to the 
low penetration level of 
PCs. at one for every 245 
inhabitants, falling prices 
and the dynamic economy. 


^Iordan Mari^ JORDAN MARKETPLACE 

*** Jordan Marketplace j 

1 DA JAM Jewellers. Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Goli 

4 At Amra Fonim Hotel Shops 
^ ' Phonc5527 1 1 R Also in Brazil * 



Big furnished 
or un^mlshed villa 
for rent 

Location; Behind New 
E^sh School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
- Fax: 810520 
” We have many villas and 
semi villas ^mish^ or 
. unfurnished for rent j 


STUDI O HR I G 

■Professional quatity in 
. V . i hour service 
p^lop your colour film 
ai our shop and get 
JUMBO photo s^ 
30%faigen 

Free enlargement 
lkix30cm, 

Shmeisanl • Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swemeh Tel: 823891 



* One a Tvo Bedroom * FSOy 
fqn^ed KitebeneUBs * Daily dfc 
Lnx Slay * RstroMble Rates 


,Nh Lirdc 

Tci 6‘I2672 F ix 674551 


-INDOOR HEATED. 
SWIMMING poor 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI^ 
MASSAGE 

• FITNESS ROOM 

hENNI8&8QUASH4f 
.-QPUFTTS' 


TEL: 7581 8'Or 
Radio 8 TV station Rd. 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdoS 
ro Airport and Bock 


Special Reduced Fares at 
500 Fiis For Airporf Staff 
and our Frequent Cus'cmiors 


Fex Further Details cal) : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdali Branch 653313 


CROwnnoiCE^ 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Rockets win 97-93 in Seattil 

>■. -..; 

as Heat outlast Knicks 


SEATTLE (R) — Qyde 
Drexler sank a turnaround 
jumper from the left base- 
line with 18^ seconds left 
and Hakeem Olajuwon 
added a key block as the 
Houston Rockets edged the 
Seattle Supersonics 97-93 
to take a 2-1 lead in their 
Western Conference semifi- 
nal series Fiiday. 

Earlier, the M iami Heat, 
led by 71m Hardaway’s 34 
points, held oft the New 
York Knicks 88-84 to even 
their best-of-seven series at 
a game ^iece. 

In Seattle, with neither 
team seizing control o\'er 
much of the final two min- 
utes of what had been a see- 
saw game, Drexler faked a 
burst to the basket, spun 
toward the baseline and 
sank the pivotal jumper with 
Detlef Schrempps hand in 
his face. 

Houston coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich let Drezler 
play with five fouls. **T told 
Rudy I haven't fouled out 
all season long so the 
chances of me fouling out 
were pretty slim. Rudy had 
confidence in me and it all 
worked out." 

The Sonics had a chance 
to de the game and got the 
ball in deep to Shawn Kemp 
but Olajuwon blocked his 
sboi attempt with 10 sec- 
onds to go. The ball 
bounced away, Charles 
Barkley ran it down and was 
fouled. He sank a pair of 
free throws to s^ the vicK>- 

*y- 

“In the end we were able 
to pull it out," said Diexler, 
who called Olajuwon 's 
block the key play of the 
game. “Just a great, great 
victory on the road." 

01^‘uwon had 24 points, 
while Drexler and I^tt 
Maloney added 19 apiece 

Houston. <j[ame 4. is 
S^day at ^ea^ 

,jfCemp ^j^Gaiiy Payton 
had 28 points i^iece for die 
Sonics, who led by seven 
midway through the final 
period but were held score- 
less over the final 2:25. 

The Rockets won despite 
sboodng 42 per cent from 
the field (33-of-77) and 33 
percent from thm-point 
range (7-of-2l). 

The Sonics were worse 



York Knicks center Patrick Ewing (L), who had 17 points in the gam^ rfimictt the 
ball over Miami Heat center Alonzo Monming in the fbnrdi quarter of NBA plavoff 

action at MianuAnma. The Heat defeated the Knicks 88-84 (Renters ^oto) 


from the field (39 per cent) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIP 
ATANNAHHmSCH 
eim t«m HMK amen, *« 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BBIDGB quiz 
As South, Tulatnbl«,jmi *A7S ^ 8 S OToU «Aaif 87 « 4 . 


AAJ864 CJ 0SJ4 4J784 

Thebidd ipghMproewclodi 
WWIB EAST SOUni WEST 

10 Fmb 1* Pm 

4* Pm 7 

Wbut Ktloa do you taka? 

A' ^mwiatoUnc you that your 

aldi haa play Ibr 8ane evm iTyou 

bavo only aix pointa and bur 
*P *lca, You have ronaidarably man 

M jmur heat non to inveatigate 
■lam ia to ahow your dianniidnp. 
port hy biildiiig fin diaoMuda. 

Q. S • Nnthor vnliwaUt, aa 
South you hold: 

QU108 CJI AKQM8 
what ia your OfMuiaf bid? 

A • You ban 17 poiaia, good iaiw 
nwmatw aMla hJMPwif^ lfand— It 
•ounda Uka I laatbeak am DO 
Wtimp. TIm lly in the ointUMBt ia 

that you ban two "wtr 
cm morv than ia parmlttad Our 
ehoicriaDaaeluh. 

Q.3 ■ Both nilnanb(o,aa South 
you hold' 

AAQW88I tnraMOAQ *810884 


haa j 

What action do you nha? 

A • *niaraiiataithoofchidfi)ryonr 
~ a juflv to thno ddm Km 
rfyoupliyma fr j niiipnnrr a H a . r 
baUDdng jump Aoma good hnd 
wit^ long urit—n moat actiuaU 

dneriptioQ of yoorhokEi^ To dou- 
ble conrta trouble. 

3:,® ■ Aa South, vu h e n blo. yen 

DOMk 

^KJS MBS 07* *AKl#8 

octundoyoutakO? 

A -Wothimiaparticiila^y^nt - 
log. M m onttaDom 

• fiash noppariaew: 
offoanta auttandaRnnsfeM 
ard major. Howom-. a takeout ' 
i^bla nine lop great a mk of and. 
im HI diamonda at an nneoBfa^ 
^JanLWhiletvaoiSw 
bet. we chink the leapt ofavila to to 
ovnean ou apado on the boMBd 
anit. 

&? ' Aa South. Tol n e r ahle. you 


SOUTB VEST NOBTB EAST 

1 * PM a* Pm 

What do you bid now? 

A • WbetharymplaylimUdrbn. 

lag jump raina, you d»uU be 
Istamtad u atam. Ite aaoBibio 
nMbo^bnatigBtaiaviaeuoM- 
feg; a adkia normal to bIm war 
WWATaaki m central finL Then 
te no need to depart 6«m ihiB MM 

tioe. Bid bur diamentta. 

& 4 ■ Sut-Weat vulnerable, ae 
South yim lurid: 


*AJ8 OKa88 


*AQ8T« 


What do yn bid now?‘ 

A • Mauy araokl bid thnn no 

tnrap. but that taonraMud * 
4 mim. Tban^ DO laaaea 1 ^ pkrt- 
MT. mthia auction, canaethan . 
^ haaita - Norths diao*Bdba / 
woMbel-4-M.ori-M-4.Qv •’ 
vote goet to tfam haorta; it ^not 
co*i to patten Out the ba^m 

of 8 peaMbh Maas. 


but held tbeir own on the “1 knew the last shot 
boa^ (4^2) and commit- going to be Ewing,, but EJ. 
ted just eight tumovers. made a great defenrive iday 
Baikl^r finished with 17 and that was the end of 
boards fex Houston, but .that," said Hardaw^. 
mis s ed 9-of-ll shots to fin- Jamal Mashbum put the 
ish widi II points, game out of reaich with a 
Olajuwon, who made.8-of- thiee-pmnter from the left 
12 shots from die field, fin- wing with 2.9 
ished 'widi 11 rebounds and as' N^ Yodc op^ not to 
threeblodB; - fool to stop the dock. 

Ksmp, who made 14-of- - 

16 free dnQw atteznpts. led ^ look .the shot with coa- 
Seatde with 10 rebounds fidence. It felt good leaving 
and five as^ts. my hand," said Mashbum. 

In Miami, Ikirdaway*s about his dnee-pOinter. 
only haskeC; of the fburdi ■ Knicks coach •jeff Van 
qunt^, a l^fboter with 49 . Gundy explained his rea- 
■seconds-Jeft. gave the Heat - sons for nor fouling down 
•ttwld^^gOOd.- ‘Itesttwch. 

baseline jumper 't^-dhin't tp fbnl 
TOth 1:U : ^ sdU M ijmeouts, 

'Neff- %hk, whidi i-sawe-vrantedto^aj^ 

lead at 84-83 - b^ dpwn by we 

’a 1^2 run. But ye played for ^ last 

' id witb^'~;.^l^- widL four sec- 

. thefodrtii^l&^'gin.” 

a Mouiiung'^cb 

' ' h and .franduse- L fbrMiaim. . .... 


p6in& Hbu^ni. had. ^19 

h^)pen,r^ 17 

who to 

tfr back butf 


^scaies 


. Amem an 

Cart^bi^^ ^continu^ '' I& 
mardi through. 
earning a 6-1 vict^ 
over SSdi-imil^ v iSu^: 
Saig^ of AnndihL . 

. Cain^ibdl, who up^ jhh 
Conoer rnTtfib 

last week’s touniainCTt in: 
AdanCa for his!.“hi^gest win 
.'ever," is noW jjalo lns first 
GBiedr semifinal cm die ATP 
ibun - : 

“At^ be gio i i i u g "nf 
wedc. i startol tb!:!tove a 
loose imndsd," Capa^bdl 
said. “Fve^k^itri^i^die' 
vihole two wedcs. Eyetjiope 
Fve ph^pd is lankedL^^ad. 
of ' so frv me more’s 
DoduqgitO 16^": . 7?^ ' 

-Id - .-.the -vsemi^ials,- 
Bjoikinan will 
newly 'impressive €aid^^ 
The oofy odier tnqejdftwo • 
playet^' at dieJa^O^mli 


revealed. Aeswki sage 


/mat 

mi ' d 


cany pn 




sefusedio 




.:..Spmiard. would have bm 
off couit-eyen sooner had it 
not bm fot- a lapse of con- 
^ ^enomion as she led 2-0 in 
the second set 









Kcai^a’s' Roxandra 
Dragranir 6-3, 6-4, wiU-lic 
the dear favourite for die 
'other-semi-final at theForo 
Iidico. 

' iPSeree. uring her big-hic- 
^g style to good effect on 
mte day court, made the 
*asive break in the'first 
•sw for 4-2, sending a bar- 
forehand deep' intn 
TO far coma: 

■ Both women lost dich 
.service games early in a 

naid-fougfat second set. bat 

Pj^ made the crucial 
“®®k at tte second attempt 
« * stinging' two- 1 

fisted backhand across the 
court. 

“I fislt I could have 
pla^ a lot better, “ Kdcc: 
“But I did what I. 
needed to do ^ win.” 


The poKtici satire 

amnyaho- 

reservations call 525755 


^ -v- ■ 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Swimmer delays Cuba-to-U.S. bid 

^ HAVANA lAFPj — Rough waters have delayed Aus-i 
trahan distance swimmer Susie Marooey's plans to 
become the first person to finish a Cuba-to-Florida solo 
run. The 22-year-old Maroney had planned to set out on 
the estimated 40-50 hour venture early on Friday but her 
team, gauging critical currents and choppiness in the 
Florida straits, put off the decision on when she should 
start. Last year, rough waters in the strait generated a lot of 
turbulence in her shark-protection cage. After a gruelling 
attempt in which she fracmred her wrists and lost 1 1 kilos, 
she retired in U.S. waters but before reaching Florida. 
After a year of training 25 kilometres a day, she plans to 
set out from Havana's seafront Malecon on a voyage of 
about 190-200 kilometiBS, possibly to Key West. No 
stranger to records, Maroney holds the Guinness women's 
record for 24 hour distance swimming (93 kilometres), the 
record for both seaes for the around-Manhattan swim and 
the fastest round-trip English Channel run. 

CipoUini hailed as conqueror 

MONTHEY, Switzerland (AFP) — Italian sprint special- 
ist Mario CipoUini won his second successive stage of the 
Tour of Romandy here on Friday though the peloton had 
to shelter from a four minute h^storm. The 30-year-oId 
CipoUini, known as the ‘Italian stallion' for his playboy 
im^e de^ite since getting married, won the third stage in 
a tight sprint finish overhauling Czech Jan Svor^ and 
another Italian Massimo Strazzer — Dutchman Erik 
Breukink took the leader's green jersey and leads ptevious 
holder Chris Boardman by a second. “I timed it perfectly 
hiding in the peloton with 150 metres to go and ±en I 
pounced," CipoUini said. The 33-year-oId Breukink. third 
in the 1990 Tour de France, was pleased to be in the lead 

^ but was more concerned with the weather conditions 
which had forced the peloton to take cover under a bridge, 
after only going 1 7km, during a four minute haUstonn. “It 
wasn't a great day because of the appalling weather con- 
didoDS but it's sdU good to have xaken the overaU lead at a 
bonus sprint as 1 thought Chris might do well at those" 
Breukink s^d. The weather was so bad that the organisers 
shortened the course by a dozen kilometres thou^ it did- 
n't stop two of the leading riders Frenchman Luc Leblanc 
and Marco Pantani of Italy retiring. Their redrements had 
more to do with avoiding injury ahead of the Tour of Italy 
which starts in Just over a weeL 

Steward to train De La Hoya 

BIG BEAR LAKE, California (AFPl — Oscar De La 
Hoya has made Emanuel Steward his third trainer since 
1 995, dumping Jesus Rivera after lacklustre triumphs over 
PemeU Whither and Miguel Angel Gonzalez. The 
unbeaten 24-year-old American fighter defends his Worid 
Boxing Council (WBO welterweight crown on June 14 in 
San Antonio against David Kamau. De La Hoya is 24-0 
with 20 knockouts. Kamau is 28-1 with 21 knockouts. De 
La Hoya is training here for the bout with Steward, who 
several cbatrij^ions, among them Thomas, 
‘the idim^' Hearns. “He has got the most natural taleiit 
since Sugar Ray Leonard," Steward said of de La Hoya. 
‘The kid can punch, box and be is fast. What impresses me 
are his eyes. He transforms himself into a cold-blooded 
killer." Rivera. 65. was lacking in the offensive fighting 
skills that are Steward’s trademark. “(De La Hoya) had 
been unhappy for quite some time." said Stewa^ who 
was brougte in promoter Bob Arum. “He s^d, 
‘Emanuel, I want to l^orae the greatest filter ever."’ 
Steward’s aim is to improve De La Hoya's right jab plus 
make him stronger and more aggressive for future foes 
hector Camacho and Willredo Rivera. 

Entrepreneur to run Irish Derby 

DUBLIN (R) — English 2,CKX) Guineas winner ^itrepre- 
neur was on Friday among the 143 horses declared for the 
Irish Derby which will be run at the Curragb on June 29. 
Two Russian-trained horses, Kabaidin Star and Dan, have 
also been declared to run in the one-and-a-half mile (2.4- 
km; Irish classic. Michael Stoute, trainer of Entrepreneur, 
has won the Irish Derby three times with Sheigar in 1981, 
Shareef Dancer in 1933 and Sbahrastani in 1986. 


FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED FLATS 
^ FOR RENT 

*** We offer the following flats for rent : 4 flats in Jandaweel, 
Amman, (225)sq.m. size, first and second floors. Each 
consists of, 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 
American kitchen, Swedish furniture, living room, dining 
room, central heating and telephone. 

For more information please call: 5533094 


ROOF FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, guest, 
dining & living rooms, large 
terrace, nice location. 

S weifiyeh, Tel. 81 9052 (after 2a0 p.m.) 

FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

>. For more information please call: 

Tel.: 665711, before 9 a.m. & after 4 p.m. 


Snooker Table F^j^le 

Snooker table, international measures with 
balls & cues. 2 years usage. 

Please call Miss Fayzieh 
Tel. 672486 Amman 


VEHICLE FOR SALE 

Land Rover Discovery FXi, model 
1994. V8, 80,000 km, automatic, full 
options, metallic green, excellent 
condition, one diplomatic owner. Duty 
^ unpaid, U.S.S 15,000. 

If interested, call 681060 or 694911 




Michael Schumacher of Germany waves to support- 
ers from the pits during time trials for the Monaco 
Grand Prix. The race takes place May 11 (Keoters 
photo) 


Capello heads for AC Milan 
after quitting Real Madrid 


MILAN (AFP) — Fabio 
(Wapello looks certain to 
return to AC Milan next 
season, after announcing 
that he is quitting as 
coach of Real Madrid to 
go back to a job he knows 
well. 

Capello guided Milan to 
four Italian League titles 
and one European Cup in 
his five seasons as coach, 
before leaving last season 
summer to take real to the 
top of the Spanish table. 

In his absence, ^^an 
have had a disastrous sea- 
son — floundering in the 
wrong half of the Serie A 
alter a string of defeats 
and failing to even get 
past the group phase of 
the Champions League. 

Capello said; T’ve bad a 
lot of offers from Spain, 
Italy, England and Ger- 


many. but I've chosen — 
without actually having 
signed anything — to 
return to a job that I know 
well. 

“I don't want to talk 
about it now. I’m very sad 
to have to leave Madrid 
and Real. I know that sev- 
eral of the players are try- 
ing to get president 
Lorenzo Sanz to make me 
stay. 

“I would like to have 
won the European cup a 
second time with Real, 
and to have won the inter- 
continental cup with 
them. But to do that, it's 
vital to be in total hanno- 
ny with the club's top 
officials.” 

Asked if Milan Presi- 
dent Silvio Berlusconi's 
offer to come back was 
simply too good to turn 


down, Cappello said: 
“The problem I had was 
with real, not with MUan. 

■'I will reveal everything 
when we're oiathemati- 
cally certain of winning 
the championship. It's a 
pact I made with Sanz." 

As for what he will 
bring back to Italy from 
Spain, Capello said; “A 
more marked taste for 
south American-styled 
football, so I can build a 

team where every player 
knows how to score goals 
and gets the chance to do 
so. 

“At Real, apart from the 
goalkeepers, everyone has 
managed it," he said. 

Italy has long been rife 
with speculation over 
Cappello's return here. 

Howe\'er, that specula- 
tion heightened with a 


recent trip he made to his 
Milan home, ostensibly to 
see his wife and fan^y 
and to son out some leg^ 
and business affairs. 

Milan sacked 

Uruguayan coach Oscar 
Tabarez in December, 
after a humiliating 3-2 
defeat to relegation candi- 
dates Piacenza, the latest 
in a string of poor results 
at the time. 

However, the situation 
has only got worse under 
Arrigo Sacchi, who 
returned to Milan after 
coaching the Italian 
national squad, and who 
had won two European 
Cups with them in i989 
and 1990. 


Mariners power past Orioles as Royals beat Yankees 7-5 





— ' : ~ Trr‘7' ; — — ~ — ^ — 

Coldi^o Rockies Eric Yoong (21) dives back to second base as Philadelphia Phillies 
short stop Kevin Stocker (19) covers second base daring the top of the first inning in 
Philadelphia. Young ehid^ ffie tag on the attempted pick off (Reuters photo) 


BALTIMORE (R) — Joey 
Cora had a career-high five 
hits, incluifing a solo home 
nm, and Ken Griffey Jr 
add^ his league-leading 
15th homer and four RBI to 
power the Seattle Mariners 
past the Baltimore Orioles 
8-2 on Friday. 

The diminutive Cora wait 
S-for-5 with three singles, a 
double and his second 
homer of tiie season. In his 
last five games, C<xa is 1 1- 
for-19 (3?8). He has hit 
safely in his last 1 1 starts. 

“My fifth time up at-bat, I 
was thinking about a fii^ 
hit,” said Goto. T'm excited 
tiiat it happened. Our team is 
winning, and that is even 
more exciting.” 

Seattle, whose 11-5 road 
record is ihe best in (he 
America League, broke 
open a '3-0 game -in" the 
fourth ii^g on 
three^run homer. It mdvw 
Griffey past Tlno Martinez 
of the Yankees for the league 
lead, while his four i^I. 
placed him second bdiind 
Martinez with 39. 

Jaime Moyer (2-0 } 
improved to 4-0 ag^nst his 
former team, allowing two 
runs and six hits in 6 1/3 
innin gs, whDe Striking out 
eight 

“1 had good movement’' 
Moyer said. ‘The Orioles 
are a tough club and in this 
park anyi^g can baj^n. 
Things tuqjpen, but you just 
have to concentrate on n^- 
ing your piKJies." 

B J. Surhoff, who is hitting 
.416 (25-for-60) over his last 
16 games, had a solo homer 
for the Orioles, whose three- 
game win streak ended. 


Rocky Coppirt^r (1-1) 
got the loss, surrendering 
five runs and eight hits In 

three inninos 

In New York, shortstop 
Derek Jemr's throwing error 
in the top of the 12tii inning 
allowed Tim Spehr to score 
the go-ahead nm as the 
Kansas Gty Royals rallied 
past the Yankees 7-5 for a 
controversial viaoty. 

Jeff King added an RBI 
double in the 12th for the 
Royals, who scored three 
runs in the sixth after an 
incorrect call by third-base 
umpire Dale Ford with two 
out opened the door. 

Wifo a play in progress, 
ford call^ Jay Bell out 


thinking iocorrectly be bad 
passed Jose Offerman on the 
basepaths. That stopped tiie 
play widi bell apparently 
about to be cau^t in an 
inning-ending rundown. 
After a c^erence, the 
umpires allowed the Royals 
to keep batting with Beil on 
third and King on second — 
and Qiili Davis singled 
them both iiL 

Jeter had a two-run homer 
for New Yoric. 

In Chicago, Dave Mar- 
tinez's two-out single to 
right scored Norbeno martin 
with the w inning nm in the 
bottom of the icith as the 
White Sox edged the Oak- 
land Athletics 3-2 for their 


fourth win in five games. 

The White Sox took 
advantage of a key error by 
third baseman D^e Maga- 
dan to score the game-win- 
ner. 

Frank Thomas continued 
his torrid hitting witii two 
more hits for (jhicago. He 
has 20 hits in his last 40 at- 
bats and has raised his aver- 
age to 348. In Milwaukee. 

Eldred rebounded from 
a poor start with seven 
strong innings and Mark 
Loretta and Jose V^entin 
each had two hits and an 
RBI as the Brewers beat the 
Anaheim Angels 5-4. 

Eldred (4-3) allowed two 
runs and eight hits with four 


strikeouts and a walk. Doug 
Jones worked out of a jam in 
the ninth to record his sev- 
enth sa\e. 

Darin Erstad led off with a 
homer for Anaheim, which 
suffered its third straight 
loss. 

Id Boston. Bobby ^\^tt 
threw' a five-hitter to become 
the American League's third 
sixth-game w'inner and 
Rusty Greer, Juan Gonzalez, 
Clark and Dean Palmer 
all drove in runs with two 
out in the fifth inning as the 
Texas Rangers defeated the 
Red Sox, 5-1. 

Witt (6-0) joined Andy 
Pettitte of the Yankees and 
Jimmy Key of the (Moles 
with six wins. He walked 
one and struck out five for 
his 42nd career complete 
game. Witt also tied Fergu- 
son Jenkins for second on 
the Rangers' all-time list 
with 93 wins. 

In N^esota, Pat Hemgen 
dominated theTWins for the 


second straight start and 
C!arIos Delgado and Benito 
Santiago had run-scoring 
singles in the second inning 
as the Toronto Blue Jays 
posted their sixth win in 
seven games, 4-1. 

Hentgen (3-1), who 
pitched a four-hit shutout 
against Minnesota on Sun- 
day, allowed one unearned 
run and six hits over eight 
innings. He walked one ^ 
struck out five to improve to 
9-1 lifetime against the 
twins. Hemgen has not 
allowed an esuned run in his 
last 21 innings. 

In Detroit CTharles Nagy 
pitched a seven-hitter for his 
first shutout in nearly 20 
months and David Justice 
and Matt Williams homered 
as the Cleveland Indians 
blanked (he Tigers 5-0. 
Nagy struck out 11 and 
walked two en route to bis 
first shutout since Septem- 
ber 1995 against (he Yan- 
kees. 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 


Texas 

5 

Boston 

1 

Cleveland 

5 

Detroit 

0 

Seattle 

8 

Baltirnore 

2 

Kansas City 

7 

NY Yankees 

5 (In 12) 

White Sox 

3 

Oakland 

2 (In 10) 

Milwaukee 

5 

Anaheim 

4 

Toronto 

4 

Minnesota 

1 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 


Florida 

3 

Houston 

2 

Philadelphia 

3 

Colorado 

1 

Pittsburgh9 

Atlanta 0 


NYMets 

10 

St Louis 

3 

Los Angeles 

5 

Montreal 

1 

Cinpinnflri 

7 

San Diego 

2 

Chicago Cubs 

5 

San iWurisco 

3 (In 14) 


Fully furnished two bedroom flat with 
living/dining room, kitchen, bathroom and a 
guests WC, C.H. and telephone; Conveniently 
located behined Ar-Ra’ay Newspaper bldg. 
44 Ai-Hidaya street - Amman. 

Interested please Call 06-66 66.42 


Duty Free Car For Sale 

Mercedes 600 SEL, model 1992, 
colour: dark purple, diplomat used, 
mileage 60,000 km. 

For more Information please call 
Miss Fayzieh Tel. 672486 Amman 




Q^prin^' 

(S^xhibition 



Hamida 


For more in^rmatian kindfy contact 
The Bani Hamida House at 658696-7 


Under the patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 




imida 

Feature dseir 

(SjFhibition 

Presenting 

Crossing Borders 

to Ae fine arts of 

Australia^ Canada, Denmark, 
Germany, Indonesia, Itafy, Japan, 
Norway, South Africa, Turk^ 
The United Kingdom & 
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Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Jabal Amman, near the 3rd Circle, 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living, dining, 
salon, kitchen, balcony, central heating & 
telephone. 

Call Telephone No.: 644965 / 644809 

FOR SALE 

New Panasonic 4 AMP CD system with 3-XBS, Samsung High • 
Tech, zoom 35mm camera, remote box fan, PRO. VHS Camcorder, 
answering machine, telephones, heavy duty vacuum, clothes dryer, 
sector chrono watch, master VHS films, mostfy boxed, 15' TV Sony 
VCR. Serious buyers only. 

ONLY FOR TWO DAYS 

079/34639 ()etween 8:30 a.m. - 1;00 p.m. 
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Sudanese peace agreement 
places multi-party system 
back on political agenda 


KHARTOUM lAFP) — A 
recent peace accord with six 
rebel groups in southern 
Sudan, has placed the issue 
of a’siorinai a mulii-pony 
system tirmly hack on the 
political agenda utter a ban 
of eight years. 

At public meetings and in 
the press, academics, writers 
and members of parliament 
close to the country's mili- 
tary -Islamist regime, have 
begun speaking openly 
about a return ro multi-pom’ 
politics. 

The debate was triggered 
by the signature on April 21 
oi' u jx:acc agreement with 
dissident factions of the 
mainstream rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation .Army 
(SPLA) of John Gorang 
which lias been fighting fol* 
more than u deeade to throw 
oil* domination by the Arab 
and Muslim north. The 
ncconis gave the green light 
for a multi-party system in 
the mainly Christian and ani- 
misl .south of the counDy. 
The result wa.s that nonhem- 
ers eager to restore political 
plurality immediately insist- 
ed that the north should ben- 
etlt from the same right. 

"It is unacceptable, logi- 
cally. lawfully and political- 
ly. to grant the southerners 
liie freedom to form political 
organisations and deny the 


northerners this right.'* said 
[)r. Tayeb Zein Abdin, a 
polidcai science lecrurer. in 
an inteniew. 

Dr. Mohammad Nuri 
Amin, another lecturer at the 
International Afiican 
University, said he believed 
democracy should be exer- 
cised through a mulii-paity 
system rather chan through 
the existing Nado^ 
Congress dominated by 
Islamists. 

Ahmad Abdul Rahman 
Mohammad, of the Islamic 
Nadonal Front, said the 
muld-party' system was "the 
closest one to the cultural 
(Muslim) orientadon.’' 

"It is difficult to continue, 
o\'er a long period of dme. 

tutelage and predomi- 
nance by a group of dozens 
over the people." Mr. 
Mohammad said in a recent 
press interview. He said 
polidcul plurality was 
"indispensable for Third 
World countries, particularly 
Sudan." 

He suggested that a muld- 
party system could be 
restored gradually, begin- 
ning with polidcai fora. Dr. 
Isom Ahmad Bashir, a mem- 
ber of parliament and an 
Islamic thinker, said in a 
press article that polidcai 
plurality was “consistent 
with the ethnic, cultural and 


religious diversity that is 
endorsed by Islam." 

He aigueld that the muld- 
paity system had been 
endorsed by several intema- 
donal Isla^t movements, 
induding the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt, the 
Islamic Acdon Front in 
Jordan, the Islah Party in 
Yemen, the Welfare Party in 
Turixy and the Islamic 
Salvadon Front in Algeria 

Another Islamist academ- 
ic, Hassan Mekld said Sudan 
was ‘*heading for a multi- 
paiw system." 

In an interview carried 
Thursday in the independent 
.Akhbar A1 Yom newspaper, 
he said that as a result of the 
recent peace agreement, an 
Islamist-African party 
would be formed to include 
Islamist supporters of the 
present government and 
southerners who have signed 
the agreement. 

He said such an alliance of 
northern Islamists and 
southerners would “be capa- 
ble of confronting an Afro- 
Zionist trend” that be sdd 
was emerging in the great 
lakes region comprising 
Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, 
Zaire, Burundi and Rwanda. 

Sudan's military leader 
Omar Bashir dissolved all 
political parties after seizing 
power in a 1989 coup. 


U.N.'s torture report 
'hypocritical' - Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
iR) — Israel Friday lashed 
out ut the U.N. Committee 
Agaiast Torture for colling 
on the Jewish stote to stop 
using torture in its imenoga- 
tion of Palestinian detainees. 

“Israel only uses methods 
that ore employed through- 
out the world in the war 
against terrorism, and to sin- 
gle out Israel is hypocriti- 
cal." said David Bar Ilian, 
aide to Prime Minisier 
Benyumin Nciunyuhu. 

The committee said the 
1 987 Convention Against 
Torture, lo which Israel is a 
signali'ry. ruled out invoking 
(he threat of terrorism as jiLs- 
lification for cruel treatment 
and told Israel to report bock 
on convciive sicp.s token by 
.Sept. I. 

Mr Bor lilun .said such 
hiovcs by the cominiitec 
"MTiiences to death future 
innitcent victims of terror- 
isin." 

Miliuuu suicide bitmbers 
h:i\e killed scores of Israelis 
in attacks. 

Israel's Landau 

Commission on the mailer 
allows for "nuxleratc use of 
physical pressure" during 
mmiic mterrogatious. 

Nili .Arad, director-general 
oi' Israel's jusiicc ministry, 
said apply ing the rules of the 


Landau Commission had 
helped investigators foil 90 
plans for latge-scale terrorist 
attacks. 

The U.N. committee listed 
seven interrogation methods 
which “^)pear to be applied 
systematically*' and said 
Israel had neither confirmed 
nor denied repons of their 
use. “The committee there- 
fore, must assume them to 
be accurate.*' it said. 

But the Israeli ambassador 
to Switzerland. Yosef 
Lamdan. rejected the com- 
mittee's conclusions, saying 
they were based on the 
"hearsay evidence'* of non- 
governmental oiganis;uions. 

"It is absolutely not the 
co.se that Israel uses torture 
or any methods tantamount 
to cruel, inhuman or degrad- 
ing treatment in interrogat- 
ing suspected terrorists.” Mr. 
Lomdon said in a siaiemenL 
“Israel has nothing to hide 
on this issue." 

.Amne.st> International and 
other human rights groups 
w ho interview^ people 
inierrosaled by Israel's secu- 
rity services said methods 
including hooding, sleep 
dcpri^ alien for prolonged 
periods, violent shaking and 
even death threats. 

Peter Bums, a Canadian 
professor who is the com- 


mittee’s rapporteur investi- 
gator on Isi^l, told Reuters: 
“Individually and in combi- 
nation the methods consti- 
tute ttxiure. tlearly they ire 
cruel and degradiag.** 

Bent Sorensen, a Danish 
doctor and vice-chairman of 
the committee, smd the con- 
clusions were also based cm 
“medical evidence” con- 
tained in autopsy reptxts as 
well official Israeli court 
records showing length of 
sleep deprivation. 

'Ty^ic^ is 46 hours inter- 
rogation. two hours rest, 
then 36 hours inteirogation, 
tw'o hours rest,” he said. 

Dr. Sorensen cited the 
example of a detainee who 
died in 1995 during inteiro- 
gation. His autopsy was seen 
by professor Dale Pounder, a 
top forensic expert, who 
attributed death to brain 
damage caused by shaking, a 
controlled method of torture. 

Mr. Bums said that the 
committee could not accept 
Israel's “defence of necessi- 
ty" to justify crael methods. 

‘To avoid this kind of 
modenue pressure while 
interrogating terrorists is to 
ensure the death of scores if 
not hundreds of innocent 
civilians." Mr. Bar Tllan 
replied. 


Israel questions whether U.S. 
is tapping embassy phones 


TEL AVI\' (.AP) — Nr.ieli media voiced 
suspicions Thursday that Washington is tap- 
ping the Kracii embassy *.s phones, follow- 
ing a replan that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) is investigating whether 
Israel has a U.S. government infonnanL 

Wednesday , die Washington Post reported 
that the FBI wu.s invcsiigaung whether a 
senior L^S. olTicial ho.s been passing sensi- 
tive information to the Israeli government 
The inquiry reportedly stemmed from an 
intercepted conversation between two 
Israeli inielligcnce officials in Washington 
and Tel Aviv. Israeli officials denied the 
report. in.sisting Israel docs not spy on its 
Anierieun ally. 

The allegation is "wrong, factually, in one 
respect — the pan alluding to Israeli intel- 
ligence-gathering in the Ltnited States.” 
go\'emmeni spokesman Moshe Fogel said. 

" On Thursday, Israeli newspapers were 
filled with specul.'uion that the United 
States was tapping phone colls and deci- 
phering Israeli intelligence codes. If so. 
wrote Zeev SchiiT. a columnist for the 
Huaretz newspaper. 'This is, of course, a 
clearly unfriendly acL" U.S. officials have 
declined to comment. 

However, the WjisMnglon Post reported in 
Friday's editions that 1%I agents had begun 
surveillance of several high-ranking State 
Department officials and National Security’ 
Council siafi' in recent weeks. 


The FBI has not determined whether any- 
one placed under surveillance act^ 
improperly, but their names w'ere placed on 
a list of possible suspects because of the 
access to certain infcMmation. the Post said, 
it did not name its sources, but said they 
were knowledgeable about the inquiry. 

intelligence gathering has been especially 
sensitive since former U.S. Navy analyst 
Jonathan Pollard was caught and convicted 
in 1985 of passing military secrets to Israel. 
Pollard is serving a life sentence, and 
although Israel has not publicly aHminwi 
employing him, its leaders have lobbied for 
his release. 

Haareiz quoted a senior Israeli source as 
saying that if embassy phone calls were 
being tapped, Israel would view it severely 
and malre a formal protest to ±e Araerican 
go%’emmenL 

" Howev’er. a source close to the intelli- 
gence community said in an interview 
ever since the Pollard affair, Israel has been 
aware its lines are tapped. He spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Yossi Melman, an Israeli journalist and 
intelligence expeit, said that in any case, 
such tapping was “legal and clean." 

Mr. htelmm also noted that the United 
States has the technical capability to spy on 
Israel without direct human involvement — 
through satellites, for example — while 
Israel relies on lower-tech means. 



Crowds welcome Pope John Paul U by throwing rice as his convoy makes its way to the presidential 
palace in Beirut on Saturday. The Pope axiived in Lebanon to a warm welcome from the authorities and 
people. He immediately issued a veiled call for the departure of Israeli and Synrian troops (see story on 
page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Turkey’s ruling party targets 
journalists and labour leaders 


Election 
campaign 
launched 
in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
campaign for Iran’s May 23 
presidential election official- 
ly opened Saturday amid 
calls by the state-mn media 
for a massive turnout in a 
vote described as “critical to 
die future of the country.” 
Four candidates are vying 
to replace {Resident All 
Akbar H^hemi Ra&anjam', 
who is ineligible to nm again 
having served the maximum 
two; four-year tarns allowed 
undCT the constitution. 

A total of 238 people 
signed up m nm for pr^- 
d^t but the candidacies of 
only four were retained 
the decision-m^dng CouncQ 
of the Guardiaiis. The other 
234 were Hisgimlffied for 
fruling to meet ideological 
and professional require- 
ments. 

Pailiamentaiy Spealrer AU 
Akbar Nateq Nuri. 54, and 
former Culture Minister 
Mohammad Khatami, also 
54, representing respectively 
die social conservatives and 
a coalition of Islamist mod- 
erates and left-wing lacficals, 
are considered the 
favourites. 

The two others, former 
Intelligence Minister 
Mohammad Mohammadi 
Reyshahri and Judicial 
Adriser Reza Zavarei. are 
seen as outsiders. 

Three of the four approved 
candidates are clergymen 
and all of them are loyal to 
the regime, although they 
represent different factions. 

State-run television and 
radio and religious leaders 
bax'e si^p^ up calls on the 
population in recent days to 
aim out and vote in large 
numbers. ‘This elecdon is 
critical to the future of the 
ccxintry," the state media 
said. 

Campaign posters and pic- 
tures of the two leading can- 
didates appeared on the 
main streets of Tehran early 
Saturday. 

The four candidates are 
allowed to make 30-minute 
campaign speeches twice a 
day on state radio for two 

days during the elecuon 
campaign. Mr. Nuri is 
sefa^iui^ to make the open- 
ing speech Saiuiday. 

Iran's paramount leader 
Ayatollah All Khamenei 
dtetched the boundaries for 
the can^gn Wednesday, 
barring any conciliatory ges- 
ture towards the West. 

“Our people will not vote 
for a candidate who shows 
the least sign of lenience 
towards the United States, 
Western interference and 
cultural invasion,” he 
warned. 

Although die can^xugn 
officially kicked off 
Saturday, the two leading 
candidali». Mr. Nuri and Mr. 
Khatami, have been 
exchanging Utter accusa- 
tions for several weeks. 

Campaigning is scheduled 
to end 24 bo^ before the 
May 23 vote. 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkish Justice Minister 
Sevket Kazan of the 
Islamist Welfare Party, has 
ordered magistrates to 
investigate ei^t journalists 
and two labour leaders, for 
allegedly “inciting” soldiers 
to stage a coup. 

The journalists targetted 
by Mr. Kazan, work for 
duties owned by the coim- 
tiy's two big^st press 
groups, accor&g to a 
report to be published 
Saturday in the daily 
Cumhuriyet. 

The leaders of these 
groups. Aydin Dogan and 
Dine BUgin have lately 
been high critical of the 
Islamist-leaning govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan. 

Official sources quoted in 
the Cumhuriyet report said 
the journalists included 
Fatih Cekiige, of the popu- 


lar daily Sabah belonging to 
Mr. Bilgin’s group in 
Ankara and Bekir Coskun. 
of the politically central 
Hurriyet daily owned by 
Mr. Dogan. S^ih Memecan 
a caricaturist working for 
Sabah is also in the group. 

The union militants were 
named as Semsi Denizer, 
secretaiy-general of the 
Tuiit-Is (Tuddsb Workers') 
Union and Mustafa 
Basoglu, the chairman of 
Saglik-ls (Health Workers') 
Union. 

Since January, friction 
between the Islamist gov- 
ernment and the army has 
fuelled speculation that the 
army might intervene to 
protea the country's secular 
traditions. 

Military leaders have 
accused the go^’eroment of 
undermining ±e secular 
principles on which the 
modem Turkish republic 


was founded in 1923 by 
Mustafa Kemal Atamik. 

On Feb. 28, the powerful 
N^onal Security Council 
(MGK) which groups the 
most senior civilian and 
military authorities, 

instructed the government 
to take stem measures to 
stop the trend towards 
IslamisatioQ. 

The Welfare Party is cam- 
paigning strongly against 
these measures. Welfare 
leaders have warned ag ains t 
moves to close down 
Islamist secondary schools 
which the party is relying 
on to form its future cadres. 

‘Tf you dose retigioas 
secondary schools. There 
will be bloodshed,” said 
Halil Ibrahim Celik quoted 
by Sabah. 'If this happens, 
Thrkey will become a sec- 
ond Algeria, or the situation 
will be worse than in 
Algeria.” Mr. Celik said. 


Iraq complains about 
not receiving a single 
medicine shipment 


GENEVA (AFP) — 
Health conditions in 
Iraq are dire, the coun- 
try's health minister said 
Friday, protesting 
Baghdad has not 
received a single ship- 
ment of medicine under 
the U.N. oil-for-food 
deal. 

“Not a single mblet or 
syrum or injection has 
reached Iraq." since 
December. Ii^i Health 
Minister Umid Medhat 
Mubarak told journalists 
at a briefing here. 

The deal that came 
into effect lace last year 
under U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 986 
allows Baghdad to buy 
SI. 3 billion of humani- 
tarian food and medi- 
cine with the proceeds 
of Iraqi oil sales. 

Some $210 million is 
earmarked for medical 
imports. But out of 500 
humanitarian contracts 
put forth for approval, 

only 28 coniraccs worth 
$27 miltion have been 
accepred by the U.N., 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Mubarak has pre- 
viously accused 

Washington and London 
of deliberately blocking 
the implementation of 
food and medicine con- 
tracts under the oil-for- 
food structure which 
allows Iraq to pump S2 
billion worth of Iraqi 
petrol over a six-month 
period. 

Medical donations 
from “frien^y coun- 
tries” during the embar- 
go provided around 
eight to ten per cent of 
Iraqi's medical needs 
but these inputs stopped 
arriving aftn the sign- 
ing in May of the mem- 
orandum of understand- 
ing between the U.N. 


and Iraq on the techni- 
calities of the deal. 

The international com- 
munity imposed a sanc- 
tions regime on Iraq 
after its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Under U.N. resolu- 
tions agreed at the end 
of the 1991 Gulf war, 
Iraq must implement 
disarmament and other 
resolutions before the 
oil and trade embargo 
can be fiiUy lifted. 

Mortality rates among 
children have escalated, 
Mr. Mubarak said, with 
8,000 children over five 
years old dying every 
month compared to 
1,600 before Iraq was 
put on the trade black- 
lisL 

Malnutrition and lack 
of clean water were 
major causes of death. 
Some 95 per cent of 
Iraqi’s population had 
access to clean drinking 
water before the Gulf 
war. compared to 21 per 
cent curTcmiy, Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Iraq faced a desperate 
shortage of all medicine 
and equipment spare 
parts, which resulted in 
the use of only 30 to 40 
per cent its 30,000 hos- 
pital beds. 

infections diseases 
such as cholera, polio 
and hepatitis had 
returned to plague Iraq 
and malaria was a men- 
ace in the north and east 
of the country, the Iraqi 
health minister said. 

World Health 

Organisation chief 
Hiroshi Nakajima said 
in February during a 
visit to the country that 
Iraq's health system was 
close to collapse. 


Experts 
point finger 
at mummy's 
murderers 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
mer Scotland Yard [ 
detective and a me 
expert have teamed u 
explain one of the wi 
oldest unsolved death 
that of the Egyptian boy 
Tutankhamun. it was re 
ed Saturday. 

Tutankhamun died a 
age of 21 in 1352 BC 
ruling for nine years an 
tomb and mummified 
were discovered buried i 
Valley of the Kings in I 
in 1922. His young deat 
aroused intense specul 
ever since. 

Now X-rays of the k 
skull by retired British 
Tology professor 
Isherwood have reveal 
fracture in the back o: 
skull, which he said 
most likely caused by a 
to the head, the Indepei 
newspaper reported, qu 
a “historic murder sq 
brought together by the 
azine museums and galli 

“During mummific 
you often get (this so 
injury) in limbs but not i 
skull,” he said. 

The motive was supplu 
former London dete 
inspector Graham Me 
who names his prime 
peels as Ay, the king's v 
and General Horemhed 
head of the army. 

Ay took over the ti 
when Tutankhamun diet 
married his widow. Whe 
cUed, Horemhed succe 
him and destroyed ail n: 
ments to the young Phi 
and removed his name 
the list of kings. 

“Ay was old. They 
that he'd take over/ 
Horemhed knew when 
was dead, he could do i 
liked,’ Mr. Melvin said. 



Claudia Schififer 
makes film 


debut at Cannes 
with ‘Black Out’ 

CANNES (AFP) — 
Supennodel Claudia 
Schiffer made her film 
debut at the Cannes film 
festival, starring as a vir- 
ginal young woman in 
“Black Out’’ directed by 
New York’s Abel Ferrara. 

“I wanted a small role for 
my movie debut because 1 
don’t have much experi- 
ence," said Sebiffer. who 
stars alongside Beatrice 
Dalle, Matthew Modhie 
and Denis Hopper. “This 
is not a change of career,” 
she said. “But if 1 had the 
opportunity to star in 
another film as good as 
this one, I would do it.” In 
“Black Out” Schiffer 
plays the girlfriend of an 
actor. portrayed by 
Modine, who tries to 
crack a drug and alcohol 
addiction. Despite his 
new girlfriend, whom he 
compares to a health food 
shop. Module's character If 
cannot forget his previous 
girlfriend, played by 
Beatrice Daile. Schiffer 
ffid not take any acting 
lessons for the film, on 
the orders of Ferrara. 


Clint Eastwood 
shoots another film 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
U.S. actor-director Clint 
Eastwood started shooting 
his latest ffim. "Midnight 
in the Garden of Good 
and Evil.” starring Kevin 
Spacey, John Cusack and 
the director’s own daugh- 
ter, Allison Eastwo^. 
The film, based on John 
Berent’s novel with the 
same title, tells the story 
tit two friends — a trans- 
vestite and a homosexual 
— faced with the death of 
a close friend, ( 

Bruce Willis gives 
up on home town 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
While Bruce star 

of the movie “The Fifth 
Element.'’ was in Cannes, 
residents of his blighted 
home town in New Jersey 
were accusing him of 
dashing their hopes. The 
New York Times reports 
that in 1995. Willis spent 
about $1 million to buy a 
4.4 hectare chunk of land 
in Penns Grove. Plans 
called for building a mari- 
na, a movie theatre and a 
hotel along the weedy, 
trash-filled riveifront 
property. But now the 
actor has reportedly lost ^ 
interest and is preparing K 
to put the land up for sale. 
Some town residents smd 
they had been counting on 
the ambitious project to- 
bring thousands of 
tourists to the area and 
reduce Penns Grove’s 15 
per cent unemployment 
rate. 

Katherine 
Hepburn to turn 90 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Hollywood legend 

Katherine Hepburn, 

whose tall, regal presence 
and tart tongue made her a 
movie favourite and four- 
time Oscar winner, cele- 
brates her 90th birthday 
Monday. Quick, smart 
and smacking of class, . 
she was not averse to 9 
scandal during her heyday 
in Hollywood when she ; 
was romantically liidced 
to billionaire Howard 
Hughes and the married 
actor Spencer Tracy and 
director John Ford. The 
actress, whose last major 
hit was “On Golden 
Pond” in 1981. for which 
she won her last Oscar for 
best actress, had until 
recently been living in 
guarded privacy in New 
York City. A small garden 
not far from her New York 
home where she lived 
from 1932 to 1966 is to be 
named after her Monday. 
Suffering from 

Parkinson's disease, sbcjf. 
returned to her . family^’ 
home in Connecticut last 
year. 



